
Parasha

Mishpa¿im: Jewish Judges and
Jewish Courts

m«¤di¥p §t ¦l mi¦UŸ x¬¤W£̀  mi ½¦hR̈ §W ¦O ©d Æd¤N ¥̧̀ §e And these
are the ordinances that you shall place in front of
them (Shemoth21:1).

Our Rabbis of blessed memory learned in
the tractate of Gi¿¿in (88b) that the reason the
word Lifnehem (in front of them) is used is to let
us know that judges require ordination (it must
be in front of them but not in front of
commoners).

Rashi comments that Lifnehem refers to
the fact that the laws were given to the 70
members of the Sanhedrin (supreme court)
which stood at the mountain before Mattan
Torah (the giving of the Torah) at Mount Sinai.
The Gemara learns that even though ordination
is not possible outside the Land of Israel, in
Babylon or elsewhere, nevertheless, the judges
outside the land are considered to be agents of
the judges in the Land of Israel and are
permitted to judge.

In addition, the fact that it states in front
of them is to teach us that we may only bring our
disputes and litigation to Jewish courts, even if
the laws followed by the non-Jewish courts are
like our laws.

(See Rabbenu Ba¥ya,

 Parashath Mishpa¿im 21:1)

Halakha

Missing a Prayer Because of Monetary
Concerns

The Shul¥an 'Arukh states that one who was
preoccupied in monetary matters, in order that he would not
incur a monetary loss and, as a result, did not pray at the
allotted time, is considered to be Anoos (that it was out of his
control) and is permitted to pray a Tashlumin (make up
prayer). The Rama comments that Lekhate¥illa (a priori) one
should not miss the prayer because of this.

From the words of the Shul¥an 'Arukh it sounds like
this is referring only to a loss in his principle. The Mishnah
Berurah, on the other hand, comments that even if he was
preoccupied in business dealings, buying and selling
merchandise, he could still say a make up prayer if he
missed the time for the Tefillah. His opinion appears to be
that this would apply even to a loss of profit.

¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim, 'a"h, states in Ben Ish ¡ai,
however, that one who is preoccupied with his monetary
matters in order not to lose from his principle, and, as a
result, missed the time for the prayer, is permitted to have a
make up prayer (Tashlumim). He adds, that it is obviously
not the right thing to do, to delay praying at the right time
because of concerns of monetary loss.
(See Shul¥an 'Arukh 108:8 with Rama. Ben Ish ¡ai, 1st year, Parashath Mishpa¿im,

Oth
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What Is the Blessing of "Goel Yisrael" Referring To?
It says in the Mishnah Berurah that the blessing of Refa-enu (heal us), in the 'Amidah, is said after the

blessing of Geullah (redemption), because as long as a person is distressed he cannot recover from his
illness. Can this possibly mean that a person will not be healed till the final Geullah and the coming of
Mashiya¥?

¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim, 'a"h, in 'Od Yoseph ¡ai quotes opinions based on Rashi's commentary on
the Gemara of Meghillah, that the Geullah that is mentioned in this blessing in the 'Amidah is not referring to
the final redemption from this exile, but rather, to being redeemed of the hardships that constantly come to
us. Later on in the prayer, we mention aspects of the redemption from the exile that we are in. This blessing,
however, refers to being redeemed from our immediate hardships.

(See Sh. 'A 115:1. Mishnah Berurah ibid, 1. 'Od Yoseph ¡ai, Parashath Beshalla¥, Oth 8)

A Woman's Obligation of Birkath Hamazon
Women are obligated to say Birkath Hamazon. There is a question, however, as to whether a woman's

obligation is Deoraitha (a biblical commandment), or whether the obligation is by Rabbinic enactment
(Derabbanan). If it is biblical then they would be able to recite Birkath Hamazon on behalf of a man, but if it
is Rabbnical, only those who also have a Rabbinical obligation to read Birkath Hamazon can fulfill their
obligation through her reading (such as a man who did not eat a sufficient quantity to be satiated).

Because of the doubt, a woman who is uncertain as to whether or not she recited Birkath Hamazon,
does not repeat it. Since a man is obligated to recite it Deoraitha, he must repeat it in a case where he is
uncertain whether he said it or not.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh 186:1. Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid Oth 3 & 5)



   Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h 

Please Hear My Prayer (Part 2)
We told a parable of a king who told his son that he would give him the huge sum of 365 gold coins

per year. However, there was one condition attached - the son would need to come to the palace every day
to collect his golden coin, because he longed to see his beloved son daily.

G-d, the King of all kings, wanted to give us everything we need, but He wants us, His children, to
have a close connection with Him. He wants us to build a close bond with Him. We too, have to visit Him
daily and make our requests.

When we examine the punishment of the Nahash (serpent), we see the exact opposite. Hashem
cursed the serpent: "Cursed you are... upon your belly you shall go, and you shall eat dust all the days of
your life." One may pose the following question: If dust, which is the food that the snake should eat is
found everywhere, isn't this curse really a blessing? 

Its food is found in abundance wherever it goes! Nevertheless, it is not a blessing but is, indeed, a
curse. The snake, having all its needs fulfilled, is deprived of building any connection or relationship with
Hashem. This is virtual excommunication by G-d.

(To be continued)
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