
Halakha

When One Enters the Synagogue in
the Middle of 'Aleinu

The Shul¥an 'Arukh states if one who has
already read the Shema' enters a Synagogue
and hears the congregation reading the Shema',
he must say the first verse together with them.
The Mishnah Berurah adds that if one enters a
Synagogue and finds the congregation reciting
'Aleinu Leshabbeya¥, one should also recite it
with them. (This would apply even if one had
already prayed and said it in the prayer). This is
the prevalent custom of Ashkenazim.

¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim, 'a"h, says in
'Od Yoseph ¡ai, however, that if someone enters
the Synagogue when the congregation is saying
the portion of Wa-ana¥nu Mishta¥awim, (and we
bow down), he should bow with them, so that it
should not appear that he rejects the words that
the congregation are saying. This also applies
even if he has already prayed. 

Unlike the Mishnah Berurah, however, no
mention is made of reading the actual verses,
but only of bowing. Bowing, by itself, of course,
serves as acknowledgement and acceptance of
what the congregation is saying.
(See Shul¥an 'Arukh, 65:2. Mishnah Berurah ibid, 9. Ben Ish ¡ai,
Parashath Ki Thissa, 1st year, Oth 18. 'Od Yoseph ¡ai, Parashath

Ki Thissa, Oth 22)

Parasha

What Actually Did Yithro Hear?
d ½¤WŸn §l Æmi ¦d-Ÿl-¡̀  d³Ür̈ x ¤̧W£̀ ÎlM̈ Áz ¥̀  d ½¤WŸn ó ¥zŸg Æoï §c ¦n o³¥dŸk Fx̧ §z ¦i rº©n §W¦I ©e

F ®O ©r l¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i §l «E ”And Yithro (Jethro), the priest of Midian, the
father-in-law of Moses, heard all that G-d did for Moses and
Israel his people” (Shemoth 18:1).

Yithro was a non-Jew. He didn’t possess a Jewish
Neshamah (soul). Yet Yithro was able to understand the
greatness of G-d.

In Dibrei Mordekhai it asks why Hazal ask what
Yithro heard. After all, the Pasuq says clearly that he heard
all that G-d did for Moses and the Jewish people, when He
took them out of Egypt. He comments that what they are
asking is what actually caused him to come. After all Yithro,
as we mentioned, was not Jewish and did not have the
highly spiritual Jewish soul. 

We see that none of the other non Jews who heard
about it, came. The difference was that what Yithro heard,
caused him to recognize the greatness of G-d, unlike all the
other people who heard, yet were not moved to come,
because apparently they did not have the ability to see
G-d’s greatness in what they heard.

Yithro understood that the Exodus from Egypt was
full of wonders and miracles, but that its purpose was to
prepare the Children of Israel in their belief in G-d, for the
eventual receiving of the Torah. Yithro merited, on account
of this, to have this Parasha named after him.

(See Dibrei Mordekhai, Parashath Yithro)
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When Birkath Hamazon Does Not Include Wine
Maran z"l states in the Shul¥an 'Arukh that one may not recite the final blessing of 'Al Haggefen over

wine that is drunk during a meal, since Birkath Hamazon (Grace after Meals) includes the wine also. His
opinion is that wine that was drunk just before the meal is likewise covered by Birkath Hamazon. This
assumes that the wine was drunk for the purpose of the meal, such as to open one's appetite.

If, however, the wine before the meal was drunk for a purpose unconnected with the meal, such as for
medical reasons, then Birkath Hamazon does not cover it and one must make the final blessing of 'Al
Haggefen before doing Ne¿ilath Yadayim (the ritual washing of hands before eating the bread).

This is the correct way of doing it. However, after the fact, if one forgot to recite 'Al Haggefen till one
has recited Birkath Hamazon, then in such a case Birkath Hamazon covers the wine and 'Al Haggefen is not
recited.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh 174:6. Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid, Oth 34. Mishnah Berurah ibid, 24)

Does Personally Teaching One's Son Torah Still Apply Nowadays?
It says in the Gemara of Qiddushin (29a) that one of the obligations upon a father is to teach his son

Torah, as it says, And you shall teach your sons (Debarim 11:19).

Nowadays, even though we send our children to be taught by professional teachers, nevertheless, the
primary obligation is still the father's to teach his son Torah and the foundations of our faith. The reason is
that anything that is transmitted by a father to his son is accepted by the son in full faith, because the son
knows that his father loves him dearly and will not mislead him.

As a result, a father must fulfill this commandment by teaching his son himself at night. And if this is
not possible, then at the very least he must do so on Shabbath and Yamim ¤obim (Holy Days).

(See Meqor ¡ayyim 250:5)



   Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h 

Please Hear My Prayer (Part 1)
Every single person in the world lacks something. In fact, the world was created in such a way that

there is no such thing as a human being who has everything. Some long for health, others wish they had a
slightly greater (or a much larger) income, there are those who wait to find their right match, while others
yearn for children. "If I only had...." The combinations are endless.

Just like a loving father - indeed, even more than a loving father -- our Merciful Father in Heaven
wants to bestow only good upon us. He created the world for our own pleasure and enjoyment and places us
here to give us an abundance of good. In view of this, how can we explain and understand the apparent
contradiction of a Father who purposely deprives his beloved child? How can such action possibly stem from
deep love?  Why is there pain and suffering? Why is it that we all lack something?

The following parable will perhaps give us an answer to some of the questions above. A king called
his son who lived away from home and told him that he would like to discuss his yearly allowance. The king,
with his unlimited funds, told his son that he would give him 365 gold coins per year, an extraordinary
amount of money. However, there was one condition attached - the son would need to come to the palace
every day to collect his golden coin. The king could have easily given a bag full of 365 gold coins to his son
but he wanted, more than anything else, to see his beloved son daily. He longed to spend time together with
him and deepen their relationship. (To be continued)
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