
Halakha

Shabbath Is the Spiritual Soul of
the World

In the Parasha of Bereshith we read that
G-d rested on the Seventh day and blessed it
and sanctified it.

The Alshikh Haqqadosh mentions that
anything physical that is devoid of a spiritual
dimension will surely perish. A perfect example is
a human being who cannot survive once the
spiritual soul leaves him. This is true of all that
G-d created in this world.

The world that G-d created was purely
physical and would, therefore, have not been
able to exist. But when the Holy One Blessed Be
He, imbued the abundance of holiness and
blessing of the holy Shabbath into the world, it
now had its required element of spirituality to
permit it to survive. As it says in Ki Thissa:
Shabath Wayinnafash (He ceased from work and
was rested [lit. and obtained a soul]).

The world, at first, was like a body
lacking a soul. But what gave it a soul and the
ability to exist was the Shabbath, which gave
abundance and holiness to everything that was
created.

(See Rabbenu Moshe Alshikh, 
Parashath Bereshith)

Wa-era: Why Did Pharaoh Ask for a Sign?
z®¥tFn m¤kl̈ E¬p §Y Provide a wonder for yourself (Shemoth 7:9). 

G-d told Moshe Rabbenu and Aharon Hakohen, 'a"h, that if
Pharaoh should ask them for a sign to prove that it was G-d
who sent them, Aharon Hakohen, 'a"h, should cast down his
staff and it would become a snake.

This can be likened to someone who had a servant for
many years. Every time the master needed money he would
send his servant to his rich friend to borrow some money on his
behalf. The friend would always send the money with the
servant. After some time, the servant got married and the
master had to get another servant in his stead. When he sent
the new servant to borrow money, his friend refused to give the
servant any money till he brought him a signed agreement that
the money would be repaid.

He returned empty handed to his master, who was very
surprised to hear what had transpired. He decided to go to his
wealthy friend himself to find out what the problem was. His
friend told him that he knew that he was a trustworthy individual
and would surely repay the loan and he also knew that the first
servant was loyal to him. As such he did not feel he needed any
guarantees from him. He added that the new servant, however,
was unknown to him. Furthermore, he could not be sure who
his master was. Therefore, the right thing to do was to ask for a
promissory note.

So too with Pharaoh, when Moshe Rabbenu, 'a"h,
approached him with the message that he was sent by G-d,
Pharaoh said, "Wait for me till I look up your G-d's Name in my
book of gods". But, according to the Midrash, the Holy One,
blessed be He's Name was not in his book. Moshe Rabbenu told
him that his book contained only dead and meaningless gods,
but the G-d of Israel who is a living G-d was not in his book.
That is why Pharaoh asked for proof, because his knowledge
was limited to his lifeless gods and he knew nothing about the
true G-d of Israel.

(See Kether Sadiq, Parashath Wa-era, 8)
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No Yi¥ud in Sephardi Weddings
The Ashkenazi custom is that right after the wedding ceremony which takes place under the ¡uppah

(canopy), the ¡athan and Kallah (bride and groom) are taken to a private room (¡eder Yi¥ud) where they
spend some time alone, with two witnesses outside to testify that they were alone together. This is considered
to be the actual ¡uppah which finalizes the wedding ceremony.

Sephardim, on the other hand, do not go to a private room to do Yi¥ud after the ceremony, for
reasons of modesty. For Sephardim, the Yi¥ud (being alone together) of the bride and groom takes place
when they go home together after the wedding. In addition, they also rely on the fact that standing under the
¡uppah (canopy) at the wedding also counts towards the ¡uppah which finalizes the ceremony.

(See Qi£ur Shul¥an 'Arukh [of Rabbi Ganzfried, 'a"h] 148:1 and Darkhei Halakha ibid, 1)



Charity but No Crying Before Travelling
When someone leaves on a trip he must make sure not to separate from his friend while crying.

Crying is a danger and if one is unable to prevent himself from crying, he should do so before the separation.
At the time of the actual separation there should be happiness.

Before setting out on one's journey, there are those who go to the Gedolim of the town to ask their
permission and to get a blessing. This is based on a Rashi on the Gemara of Berakhoth which states that they
would go to the Sanhedrin to get permission from them, so that they would pray for them.

When a person travels it is good to give charity, as it says ein̈r̈ §R K ¤x ¤c §l m ¥Uï §e K¥N ©d §i eip̈ẗ §l w ¤c¤v Righteousness

shall go before him, and he shall commence his journey (Tehillim 85:14), and to study Torah before one's
travel.

(See Kaf Ha¥ayyim 110, Oth 17, 19, 24)

   Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h 

Children Are the Mirror of Their Parents - Part 5
When we want to teach our children something, we, as individuals, must first teach ourselves that

which we would like to transmit to our children, so that we can be their role models.

I would like to suggest that parents take a few minutes to write a list of 5-10 qualities that they would
like their children to possess. I can almost guarantee that our children will develop and retain these qualities,
if we first acquire them ourselves.

Do you want to bring up honest children with integrity? Never tell your child to answer the phone and
say you are not there when you are. Do you wish to raise children who do not erupt with anger? Teach
yourself to control your own anger and rage. Do you want your daughter to dress modestly? Please examine
yourself closely and honestly in front of the mirror.

Every time we refine and perfect ourselves we add another building block in determining our children's
personality, character traits, future and success. We do not need to talk, explain or lecture. All we need is to
BE the kind of people we want our children to be. Children are the mirror of their parents.

 
 Sponsorships available. Contact:Watch Much More at www.NonstopTorah.com 


