
Speaking Between the Blessing and
Eating the Bread

When one is eating a meal and recites the
Berakha (blessing) of Hamo£i on the bread, if
one speaks before eating the bread (which one
should not do), one must recite the Berakha
again. However, if the speaking was connected
with the meal, then this is not considered to be
an interruption between blessing and eating and
he does not repeat the Berakha.

An example of this would be if, after
reciting the blessing of Hamo£i he asked for salt
to dip the bread in, which was not on the table,
or asked for food to be given to the animals in
their care (which we are obligated to do before
eating ourselves). In all such cases, the Berakha
does not need to be repeated. All this only
applies, after the fact, if he already spoke.
However, Lekhate¥illa, he should not speak,
even about these matters, from when he has
done Ne¿ilath Yadayim (the ritual washing of
hands).

So what should a person do if the salt
was not brought to the table before Ne¿ilath
Yadayim or the animals were not fed, and he
has now already done Ne¿ilath Yadayim or
recited the blessing of Hamo£i? The correct
procedure in such a case is to taste a piece of
the bread right after the blessing and then say
what he needs to. And even though we
mentioned that a person is obligated to feed his
animals before himself, once he has recited the
blessing he should first taste the bread and then
take care of the food for the animals.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh with Rama 167: 6.
 Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid, Oth 56)
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“An angel of G-d appeared to him in a blaze of fire,

from within the bush. And he said, do not approach here,
remove your shoes from your feet” (Shemoth 3:2, 5). This
apparition is the first time that G-d appears to Moshe
Rabbenu, ‘a”h. It takes place in the desert, while he is his
father-in-law’s shepherd.

Rabbenu Bahya points out that Moshe Rabbenu, ‘a”h,
is exposed to prophetic and spiritual vision on three levels. 

He saw the fire burning the bush, but the bush was not
consumed.
Then he saw the angel of G-d appear to him from within
the blaze, and
Later on, he saw the glory of the Shekhinah (G-d’s holy
presence).

Since this was the beginning of the prophecy of
Moshe Rabbenu, ‘a”h, G-d wished to accustom him to it
gradually. The idea was to raise from level to level gradually.
This can be explained by comparing it to a person who sits in
a darkened place for a long time. If he would go suddenly
from the dark into bright sunlight, he would be blinded by the
light and be unable to see. That is why a person should go
out slowly, allowing his eyes to get accustomed to the bright
light.

This principle does not only apply to the physical
aspects of a person’s body, but to the mental and intellectual
aspects as well. A person needs time to accustom himself to
a new concept, thought or idea. We often find great
resistance when putting over a new idea or concept to those
who have been used to doing it differently for years. But if we
present the idea gradually, pointing out its benefits at each
juncture, we are far more likely to to have a meeting of
minds with the other person.
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Accepting Criticism of Someone at Face Value
a ¥hi ¥d Ÿ §W ©xc̈ §e Ÿ §rn̈Ẅ §e L §lÎc©B ªd §e And it was told to you and you heard it and you shall investigate it diligently

(Debarim 17:4).

Why does the Pasuq (verse) say it was told to you and you heard it. The wording seems superfluous. If
a person is told something, we can reasonably assume that he heard it. So why does the Torah add the
words and you heard it?

It comes to teach us that even if one is told that such and such a person is wicked, one must not
accept it right away at face value, because perhaps it is simply Lashon Hara' (gossip or slanderous talk). One
can be concerned that it may not be Lashon Hara', only when one hears it again a second time,
corroborating the original information.

That is why there is an apparent repetition. And, despite that, after hearing it twice you must still
investigate it diligently.

(See Alsheikh, Parashath Shof¿im)

Does Personally Teaching One's Son Torah Still Apply Nowadays?
It says in the Gemara of Qiddushin (29a) that one of the obligations upon a father is to teach his son

Torah, as it says, And you shall teach your sons (Debarim 11:19).

Nowadays, even though we send our children to be taught by professional teachers, nevertheless, the
primary obligation is still the father's to teach his son Torah and the foundations of our faith. The reason is
that anything that is transmitted by a father to his son is accepted by the son in full faith, because the son
knows that his father loves him dearly and will not mislead him.

As a result, a father must fulfill this commandment by teaching his son himself at night. And if this is
not possible, then at the very least he must do so on Shabbath and Yamim ¤obim (Holy Days).

(See Meqor ¡ayyim 250:5)



   Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h 

Children Are the Mirror of Their Parents - Part 4
We are constantly under the watchful eye of our children. There is not “time out”. Hakham Yoseph

Hayyim, 'a"h, the Ben Ish Hai, relates a story about a father who saw his son eating bread without first
washing his hands (Netilath Yadayim). 

The father wanted to impress upon his son the importance of this Miswah (commandment), so he
decided to teach him a lesson and hit him with a stick. He held the stick in one of his hands and his son's two
feet with the other hand. When he lifted up the stick to hit his son's feet, he missed. Instead he hit his own
hands!

The son turned to his father and said: "You wanted to hit me for not washing my hands, but you
yourself never make Netilath Yadayim. This is a message from Heaven saying: 'Why hit your son? Hit your
own hands for not washing!' Since I have never seen you wash your hands, I never bothered doing it myself!"

When we want to teach our children something, we, as individuals, must first teach ourselves that
which we would like to transmit to our children, so that we can be their role models.

(To be continued)
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