
Halakha

If a Woman Has No Time to Pray

Min¥a Before Candle Lighting

A woman who has the custom to pray

Min¥a every day, must do so on Friday

afternoon before she kindles the Shabbath

lights. Once she lights, she accepts Shabbath

upon herself and can no longer pray the

weekday Min¥a prayer. So what should she do

in a situation where she finds that she is running

late and if she prays Min¥a it will be too late to

light?

It says in the Kaf Ha¥ayyim that it

appears that in such a case, where she will not

have time to light if she prays Min¥a, that she

should make a Tenai (stipulation) before she

lights, that she is not accepting Shabbath with

the lighting. Instead, she should stipulate that

she intends to accept Shabbath (on this

occasion) with the recitation of Boee Kallah and

Mizmor Shir Leyom HaShabbath, as do the men.

If she does this, since she has not yet

accepted the holiness of Shabbath, she can still

pray Min¥a after lighting.

(See Kaf Ha¥ayyim 263, Oth 35)

Parashah

Shela¥ Lekha: 613 Commandments to Give

Us Life

Our Rabbis tell us that the Mi£wah (commandment)

of ¢i££ith (the wearing of fringes) is equal to the entire Torah.

There are a total of 613 commandments which are hinted at

in the commandment of ¢i££ith as follows:

The word ¢i££ith in Gema¿ria (Jewish numerology) is

equal to 600. To this we add the 8 strings and 5 knots which

make a total of 613. That is why the Torah tells us

Ur-eethem Otho Uzkhartem Eth Kol Mi£woth H' (you shall

see them and remember all G-d's commandments).

The 613 commandments cover every aspect of our

lives and are, in fact, what give us life. It can be likened to a

man who was thrown overboard into the sea. The captain,

seeing this, throws him a rope and instructs him not to let go

of the rope, because as long as he holds on to it he will not

drown and will live.

So too, Haqqadosh Barukh Hu threw us a line, which

are His holy commandments, and instructed us not to let go

of them. Because we are told that as long as we cleave to

G-d, we will have life – ¡ayyim Kullekhem Hayyom.

(See Rashi, Parashath Shela¥ Lekha, Rabbenu Ba¥ya, ibid. Midrash Tan¥uma, ibid)
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Opening in Competition with Another Jew

If a person wishes to open a store in a certain area where there already is an existing store in the same

line of business, he is permitted to open his store next door to the existing one. This is not considered to be

Hassaghath Gebul (encroaching on the other person's territory).

A person is permitted to lower his prices vis-a-vis what others in the trade are charging, and the others

do not have the right to complain about this. However, if a Jew does work for a non-Jew, it is forbidden for

another Jew to offer do the same work at a lower price, so that he will get the job instead of him.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, 1st. year, Parashath Ki Thabo, Oth 11)
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If You Only Suck the Juice out of a Fruit, What Blessing Do You Recite?

If you only suck the juice out of a fruit without eating it, do you recite a Berakha (blessing) of Borei Peri

Ha’e£ (as you would on any fruit of the tree that you eat), or Shehakol (which you would recite on juice)?

If you extract the juice by placing it in your mouth and chewing it, then you recite the blessing Borei Peri

Ha’e£, as if you were eating it. If, however, you only hold the fruit in your hand and suck the juice out of it, the

blessing is Shehakol.

There is also a difference concerning the blessing recited after drinking the juice (Berakha A¥aronah). In

the first case, it is treated as a regular case of eating a fruit, and requires a Kezayith (1 oz.) to be consumed

within four minutes. In the latter case, however, since it is considered to be a case of drinking liquid only, we

would be required to drink a full Rebi'ith (there are different opinions as to the volume of a Rebi'ith, from

approximately 3 to 5.3  fluid ounces) in about half a minute. Since this is not possible when sucking juice out

of a fruit, no blessing can be recited after drinking the juice, irrespective of how much juice one drank.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, 1st year, Parashath Mas’ei, Oth 8)
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Reaching High, Part 2

The Al-mighty gave every creation its limits. Every entity has boundaries and none may penetrate into a

domain which does not belong to it. The sun cannot encroach on the territory of the night and the ocean and

ddry land, each have their boundaries.

However, the soul and the body, says ¡akham Yosef ¡ayyim, 'a"h, are different from the rest of the

creations. Though our soul does not invade the properties of the body or overstep its boundaries into the

territory of our body, our physical side, the body, constantly encroaches into the territory of the spiritual. 

We never forget to eat our physical food, but how often do we neglect to recite the blessings? How

common is it to oversleep when it is time to wake up for prayers, or fall asleep before reciting the Shema' at

night? What is it that hinders us from reaching new spiritual heights?

The source for this is, undoubtedly, our deceitful enemy, the evil inclination. Its objective is to pull us

away from the realm of the soul. How careful and aware we must be of its cunning ways. All year round we

should be on the lookout. Let us not deprive our soul, the Divine portion within us, of what it truly deserves.
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