
The Torah Is the Continuity of the

Jewish People

Long before the commandment was

given over to Moshe Rabbenu, 'a"h, Ya'aqob

Abinu, 'a"h, (our father Jacob) had already kept

the important Mi£wah (commandment) of

teaching Torah to one's sons. He taught Torah

to all of his sons, and especially to Yoseph

Ha££addiq, 'a"h (Joseph). Not only that, but he

ensured that Torah would be taught to his

subsequent generations, even though they

would be in Egypt, by sending Yehudah, his son,

to form a Yeshibah in the land of Goshen. This is

because he understood that the study of Torah

is critical for the survival of the Jewish people.

That is why, when the prophet Mikha

enumerated the thirteen attributes of mercy of

G-d, he said: "Titten Emeth LeYa'aqob, ¡esed

LeAbraham, Asher Nishba'ta La-abothenu Mimei

Qedem" (give 'truth' to Ya'aqob, kindness to

Abraham , that You swore to our forefathers all

those years ago).

"Truth" is the Torah that the Jewish

people received through the merit of Ya'aqob

Abinu, 'a"h. And it is in his merit that the Torah

has been given to his generations.

(See ¡"R Maran Mordekhai Eliyahu, 'a"h, M.M., Hilkhoth ¡aggim,

introduction)

Beha'alothkha: the Light of the Menorah

Continues in Every Jewish Home

zŸ½x¥P ©dÎz ¤̀  ÆL §z «Ÿl£r«©d §A When you kindle the lights (Bamidbar,

8:2).

Rashi, quoting Midrash Tan¥uma, asks why the Parasha
of the Menorah is written immediately after the Parasha of the
Nesiim (princes). The explanation is that Aharon Hakohen, 'a"h,
was disturbed that he and his tribe were not included in the
dedication of the Tabernacle by the tribes, as performed by the
Nesiim.

G-d said to him that his portion was greater than theirs,
because he would be responsible for lighting and preparing the
candles. According to Midrash Rabbah, Aharon Hakohen, 'a"h,
was worried that it was on account of him that his tribe was not
accepted. So G-d told him that the offerings would last as long
as the Beth Hammiqdash (Temple) exists, but the lights would
go on forever. In addition, the blessings that Aharon and his
generations, the Kohanim, would give the Children of Israel,
would last forever.

According to the Zayith Ra'anan, this means that even
when the Temple does not exist the light of the Shabbath
candles will continue. G-d comforted Aharon Hakohen, 'a"h,
that through the preparation and lighting of the Menorah that
was done in the Miqdash, holiness and wisdom were diffused to
all the Jewish people. That is why when the wife lights the
candles for Shabbath (and even more so when the husband
helps prepare the wicks) they merit to have children who are
Talmidei ¡akhamim and illuminate the world with the Torah.
And since this lighting is done in every Jewish home for all
generations it does not end if there is no Miqdash but lasts for
ever.

(See Dibrei Mordekhai, Parashath Beha'alothkha)
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Touching Your Eyes and Ears Before Ne¿ilath Yadayim

Rab Ya'aqob 'Emden, 'a'h, was of the opinion that ¡akhamenu z"l, our Rabbis of blessed memory only

forbade us to touch our eyes and our ears in the morning before doing Ne¿ilath Yadayim (the ritual washing of

hands that we do as soon as we get up), in a case where a person puts his hand actually inside his eye or his

ear. However, placing it on an ear or on an eye would not be forbidden.

Rabbenu the ¡ida, 'a'h, however, disagrees with Rab Ya'aqob 'Emden and says that the Zohar

specifically states that you may not place your hands on your eyes. ¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim, 'a"h, mentions

other ¡akhamim who agree with the opinion of the ¡ida, and as such, one should be particular not to touch

ones eyes or ears in the morning before Ne¿ilath Yadayim, whether inside or outside.

(See 'Od Yoseph ¡ai Halakhoth, Parashath Wayye£ei, Oth Yod Aleph)



Can a Kohen Who Has Not Prayed Do Birkath Kohanim (The Priestly Blessing)

If a Kohen who has not yet prayed finds the congregation praying the 'Amidah, he can do the Birkath

Kohanim (Priestly blessing). The fact that he has not yet prayed does not preclude him from doing so.

If the Kohen sees that if he goes up to perform the Birkath Kohanim, the time for the 'Amidah will pass,

he should step outside and pray. However, if at Re£ei he was told to go up to perform the Birkath Kohanim, he

must do so, because it is a Biblical commandment, whereas as the 'Amidah is prescribed by the Rabbis.

If the Kohen sees that the time for reading the Shema' will pass if he goes up, he should read the first

Pasuq (verse) of Shema' Yisrael followed by the Pasuq Barukh Shem.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh 128:29. Mishnah Berurah, ibid, 107. Kaf Ha¥ayyim, ibid, Oth 165)



Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe 'a"h

Reaching High

Let us look around us and examine the creation of the Al-mighty. Every creation has limits. Every single

entity has boundaries. None will penetrate into a domain which does not belong to it. 

For instance: the sun has a limited number of hours for when it appears in the sky. When it is time for

nightfall, the sun's central position in the sky is terminated. The ocean has clear boundaries and so too the dry

land. The dry land does not take over areas belonging to the ocean.

We are known to be composed of a body and a soul. The body and the soul have distinct roles and

interests. The body is in control of our physical world, our desires and our pleasures. The soul, of course,

represents the spiritual dimension.

However, the soul and the body, says ¡akham Yosef ¡ayyim, 'a"h, are different from the rest of the

creations.

(To be continued)
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