
Halakha

Purchasing/wearing New Clothes

During the 'Omer

There are those who have the custom of

not wearing new clothes that require the Berakha

(blessing) of Shehe¥eyanu, from after Pesa¥ till

Lagh La'omer (the 33rd day of the 'Omer).

Others permit it.

¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim, 'a"h, (author of

Ben Ish ¡ai), states that the custom in his city

was to be strict and not wear new clothes that

required the blessing of Shehe¥eyanu, during

this period of time. He quotes differing opinions

but differentiates between wearing new clothes

and reciting Shehe¥eyanu on a new fruit which

he permits. It would appear that in view of the

different opinions, and since it is only a matter of

a few weeks, it is appropriate to follow the

stricter opinion and not wear clothes during this

time, that require the Berakha of Shehe¥eyanu

even though we recite it on new fruits.

All this applies to wearing new clothes.

However, repairing existing clothes or purchasing

new clothes to be worn after Lagh La'omer, is

permitted.

(See Ora¥ ¡ayyim Haggadah, Hilkhoth Sefirath Ha'Omer, Oth 28.

Mishnah Berurah 493:2. Kaf Ha¥ayyim, ibid, Oth 4)

Parashah

¤aharoth: Washing the Clothing of Our Souls

Æm ¦i ©̧O ©A u³©gẍ §e F Àxr̈ §UÎlM̈Îz ¤̀  g´©N ¦b §e ei ¹̈cb̈ §AÎz ¤̀  x ¥̧d ©H ¦O ©d Áq¤A ¦k §e The

person being purified shall wash his clothing (Wayyiqra 14:8).

In Parashath ¤aharoth it mentions that one of the

steps in the purification process of the Me£ora' is that he

must wash his clothing. This process of purification hints at

the method we need to use to purify our souls from sin.

We can apply a lesson we learn from how we wash

our physical clothes to the way we should cleanse the

clothing of our souls. When we wash a very dirty garment,

the majority of the dirt is removed in the first wash. A second

wash removes the vast majority of what is left and only very

stubborn stains remain after it. These stubborn stains require

much effort to remove them, by scrubbing them thoroughly.

Similarly, the majority of sins that one commits are

washed away when a person regrets sinning and accepts

upon himself not to repeat those sins. However, the stubborn

stains which are the sins that one does not really consider to

be serious, one generally does not fully regret, because the

Ye£er Hara' (evil inclination) makes one feel that they are

permissible. These sins require much more "scrubbing" and

effort to rid ourselves of them completely.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai Derashoth, Parashath ¤aharoth)
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The Best Time to Count the 'Omer

The most correct time to count the 'Omer is at the beginning of the night after the emergence of the

stars. If one forgot to do it then, one can still count with a blessing throughout the night. However, as soon as

one remembers, he should recite the blessing and count the 'Omer, without any further delay.

Theoretically, one may count the 'Omer when the time has come, even if one has not yet prayed

'Arbith. If one does so, one fulfills one's obligation. Correctly speaking though, one should pray 'Arbith first and

then count the 'Omer. The reason for this is that 'Arbith is prayed regularly (every night), whereas the 'Omer is

only counted at a specific time of the year. And we apply the concept that that which comes regularly takes

precedence over that which only comes periodically.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh 489:1. Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid Oth 12, 43)

Touching Food Before Ne¿ilath Yadayim

If someone touches food or drink before doing Ne¿ilath Yadayim (the ritual washing of hands) in the morning

after he wakes up or after going to the restroom, the food or drink he touches becomes ¤ameh (impure).

The same applies if he takes food or drink into the bathroom. If someone does touch food or drink without

washing his hands first when he is required to, the drink must be discarded. The food, however, can be washed and

water should be poured on it three times. However, foods or fruits that are hard in nature, can be eaten if the outside

layer is peeled off.

It should be noted that this only applies when a Jewish individual touches the food or drink. It does not apply

to a non Jew, since the requirement of Ne¿ilath Yadayim does not apply to non Jews.

(See 'Od Yoseph ¡ai, Parashath Toldoth, Oth Waw)



Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe 'a"h

Heaped or Flat? Part 2

Ribbi 'Aqiba and his friends, who were going to collect donations. Upon approaching the house of one of
their major donors, 'Ubda, they overheard a conversation between him and his son from which they deduced that he
was not doing well financially and decided to leave.

When they were done, they stopped back at his house, and he inquired why they did not stop at his house
first. They revealed that they overheard his conversation with his son, to which 'Ubda replied that when it comes to
his physical needs he is tight-fisted, but in spiritual matters he is generous. He advised them to go to his wife and
ask her for a bushel of coins.

She asked them whether it should be heaped or flat, to which they replied that 'Ubda did not specify. 'Ubda's
wife gave them a heaped bushel. She indicated, however, that if her husband's intention was different, he should
subtract the difference from her Kethubbah. When her husband heard of what had transpired, he doubled her
Kethubbah.

The Torah tells us that when the contributions were made for the Mishkan (Tabernacle),  the hearts of the
people stirred them to come forth with their generous donations (Shemoth 35:29). As women, we are known to be
compassionate and soft hearted. We should tune into our heart and listen to its instructions, and may we have the
Zekhuth (merit) to follow in the path of the wife of 'Ubda and other righteous women.

(See Adereth Eliyahu, Parashath Wayyaqhel)
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