
Halakha

When Not to Recite Gomel
If a person was ill with an illness, and

even though the illness had not been eliminated,
felt better for a while, he does not recite the
blessing of Gomel till he has been totally cured.
If the nature of the illness is one where only one
part of the body is affected, but not the entire
body, such as a headache, Gomel is not recited.

In addition, the blessing of Gomel is only
recited in the four cases we mentioned before
(released from prison, cured of an illness,
travelled over the sea or desert). People often
wish to recite the blessing when they were in
some other dangerous situation. If that occurs,
such as a case where someone falls off a ladder,
or a wall he is standing next to collapses on him
and he escapes unhurt, he should recite Gomel,
but without Shem or Malkhuth (the portion in the
blessing which mentions G-d's name and that He
is the King of the Universe).
(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Aleph, Parashath ‘Eqeb, Othioth, Zahn,

¡eth, Yod)
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Parashah

Bo: Learning from Both the Ye£er Hara' and
Ye£er Ha¿¿ob

It says in Parashath Bo, when speaking about the lamb
that the Jewish people had to take and whose blood they would
place on the door posts:

:Eg «T̈ ¦Y mi ¦G ¦r«d̈Îo ¦nE mi ¦Uä §M ©dÎo ¦n Min Hakkebasim Omin Ha'izzim

Tiqqa¥u (you shall take it from sheep or goats).

It says in Ben Ish ¡ai Derashoth that Rabbenu the ¡ida,
'a"h, explains that the Ye£er Hara' (the evil inclination) is called
'Izzim (goats), because of their nature, and the Ye£er Ha¿¿ob
(the good inclination) is much gentler, as are sheep. Obviously
we have to follow the Ye£er Ha¿¿ob to behave in accordance
with what the good inclination tells us. However, there are things
that we must learn from the evil inclination also.

We have to look at the joy and pleasure that we get
from following the Ye£er Hara'. We have to look at how hard we
work in order to do what the Ye£er Hara' tells us and learn from
it. Obviously, we must not follow the wicked advice of the Ye£er
Hara', but we should learn from it how to dedicate and devote
ourselves to the study of the Torah and following the right path.

We should get the same degree of pleasure and put the
same degree of effort into doing what the Torah tells us, just as
we would had we been following the advice of the Ye£er Hara'.
So we learn from this Pasuq that there is something to be
learned from both the Ye£er Hara' as well as the Ye£er Ha¿¿ob.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai Derashoth, Parashath Bo)
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May You Remove Your Mezuzoth When Moving?
A question that is asked fairly regularly concerns what one should do with one's Mezuzoth  when

moving out of a house or apartment. May they be removed or not?

If someone rented a house or apartment from a Jew, even if he himself put up the Mezuzoth, he may
not remove them when he leaves. The Gemara says very harsh things about one who does.

If someone rents a house or apartment from a non Jew, obviously when he moves in he has to put up
Mezuzoth. What he does with them when he leaves, depends on who will be moving in after him. If a Jew
moves in after him, he is obligated to leave them there. If a non Jew moves in he takes them with him.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, 2nd year, Parashath Pin¥as, Oth 11)
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If One must Start the 'Amidah Right Away
In Sha¥rith, if one is in the middle of the Shema' and its blessings, and one knows that one can complete the

'Amidah (at least until Elo-hai Ne£or) before the ¡azzan reaches the Qedusha, he may read the 'Amidah. Otherwise
he must wait and not continue past Shira ¡adasha, till he hears the Qedusha, after which he can continue. It should
be noted that when we say that he should start the 'Amidah after the Qedusha (whether in Sha¥rith or Min¥a), this is
the custom commonly followed by many Ashkenazim, though not all. The prevalent custom of Sephardim is to start
the 'Amidah together with the ¡azzan.

If one has to start the 'Amidah right away perhaps, in the case of Sha¥rith, because one did not wait at
Shirah ¡adasha, but continued till Ga-al Yisrael (in which case one must start the 'Amidah right away), or in the case
of both Sha¥rith and Min¥a, because the time for praying the 'Amidah is about to pass, one should start the silent
prayer (La¥ash). If the ¡azzan gets to Modim in his repetition while one is in the middle portion of one of the
Berakhoth (blessings), one bows somewhat together with him.

If, however, one is at the beginning or end of one of the blessings, other than the ones where the ¡akhamim
instituted that we must bow, one may not bow since we are not permitted to bow at the beginning and end of any
other of the other blessings in the 'Amidah.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh with Rama, 109:1-2. Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid, Oth 21, Mishnah Berurah, ibid:2,9,14)

Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe 'a"h

The Bucket and the Tree, Part 1
The sign for the month of Sheba¿ is a pail. A pail, or bucket, is a vessel for drawing and distributing

water. It has the function of serving and giving. Trees, which are intrinsically connected with this month (Tu
Bishba¿ [15th of Sheba¿] is the new year for the trees), also have the quality of giving.

There are trees which bear fruit for eating, some trees provide fruit and leaves which are used for
medicinal purposes, and others are used for incense and perfume. In fact, even trees which do not bear fruit
are characterized by the quality of giving, be it because of their wood or their leaves which fertilize the soil, or
simply because of their shade.

Trees, by their very nature, are a shining example of a creation for the purpose of serving the
environment. Man is likened to a tree, as it says: For a man is a tree of a field (Debarim 20:19). There are
numerous lessons which can be derived from trees, which we shall look at next.

(To be continued)
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