
Parashah

Waera: Why Was the First Plague
with Water?

Why was the first plague that G-d brought
on the Egyptians connected with water? Sefer
Haqqadosh 'Od Yoseph ¡ai gives us an answer.

It was to tell Moshe Rabbenu, 'a"h, that he
should not fear Par'oh (Pharaoh) in any way. But
rather, he should come to him and smite him and
speak to him harshly. This way he would succeed
and Par'oh would be under his foot. But if he were
not to do this, then Par'oh would be the one to
overcome, Heaven forfend.

Our enemies are compared to water and we
are compared to air. Even though air is very soft it
can, in fact, be very strong. As an example, if we
would take a vessel containing nothing but air and
put it face down in water, as we know, the water
would not be able to displace the air. However, if
we would turn the vessel upside down, so that the
water would now be above the air, then it would
displace the air altogether.

From this we see that Israel (the Jewish
people) can succeed, when it remains above the
water (its enemies). And Moshe Rabbenu, 'a"h,
was being told not to show any frailty or contrition
before Par'oh, even in speech.

(See 'Od Yoseph ¡ai Derashoth, Parashath Waera).

Halakha

Learning to Cope with Life, from the Plants
It says in the Ashrei, WeAttah Nothen Lahem Eth

Okhlam Be'Itto (You give them their food at the right time). It
is well known that G-d doesn't make all fruits appear at all
times. Rather, some are summer fruits, others appear in the
winter or the fall. Some appear when the weather is warm,
others thrive when the weather is cool. The reason for this is
that G-d knows what is most beneficial for people at that
particular time.

Even plants that do not appear to have any useful
purpose, are needed in the world, perhaps to grind as
medication or for some other purpose. That is why it says
when the Creation of the world was completed (on the sixth
day) that G-d saw all that He created, and it was exceedingly
good. This means that even a thorn has a purpose when the
time is right.

Just as plants can, at times, harm a person, and yet
at other times the same plants are used to heal people, so
too when a person sees that times do not appear to be so
good, we must realize that they have their uses. People go
through good and bad times. It would help us to understand
that bad times can be compared to plants that appear to be
harmful. Therefore, much as we hope never to have bad
times, we must know that if they come, they might be
required to help a person, even though the reason may not
be apparent till later.

(See Tehillah LeDawid, 'Einei Khol Elekha)
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Positioning and Repositioning a Mezuzah
A Mezuzah must be placed in the upper third of the doorpost, irrespective of the height of the door. If a

person recited the blessing and placed it below the top third, and later realized, or was made aware of the error,
he has to remove it and reposition it in the top third.

In such a case, he should not recite the blessing again when moving it. One of the reasons is that there
is an opinion that if it is placed below the top third it is still valid. And even though we do not follow that
opinion, since there is a difference of opinion we apply the concept of Sefeq Berakhoth Lehaqqel (when there is
a doubt whether a blessing should be recited or not, we do not recite it).

Therefore, in this case of moving the Mezuzah to a higher position on the doorpost, it should be
repositioned without a blessing.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, 2nd year, Parashath Ki Thabo, Oth 8)

Rosh ¡odesh for Men and Women
Originally, Rosh ¡odesh was to be given to the Jewish people as a Festival (in addition to the Festivals

of Pesa¥, Shabu'oth and Sukkoth). But because of the sin of the golden calf, this holiday was cancelled for
them. Women, however did not sin and it remained a holiday for them, though of a lesser magnitude than the
three Reghalim (Festivals).

A man is forbidden to force his wife to do any Melakha (servile work) that she is not permitted to do on
Rosh ¡odesh, even in a place where it is not the custom to refrain. On the other hand, if a man wishes to take
upon himself the restrictions of not doing certain Melakha on Rosh ¡odesh, he may and it is considered to be a
charitable deed. We do not apply to him the concept that one should not do something that one is exempt
from doing.

From this we see how great the commandment of Rosh ¡odesh is for women and how particular they
should be about it. Even though in many commandments (Mi£woth) it is the men who have the primary
responsibilty, in this case it is the women who have the primary responsibility and men are only secondary.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Parashath Wayyiqra, Oth 1-2)

Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe 'a"h

Miriam – a Role Model, Part 2
When Amram, who was a leader of the Jewish people, heard his daughter Miriam’s advice, not to

separate from his wife, which he considered doing so that they wouldn’t have a son who would be killed by
Pharaoh’s orders, he followed her advice. When the baby boy Moshe was born and had to be hidden from
Pharaoh's officers, he was placed in a basket on the River Nile.

And who was the one who watched over him? His loving sister, Miriam.

There is an opinion, that it is specifically because of this kind act, connected with water, that Miriam
merited to provide the Children of Israel with water in the desert. When she passed away, (on the 10th of
Nissan, according to some opinions) as mentioned in the Torah, the Be-er Miriam (Miriam’s well), stopped
giving water. As it says, "And Miriam died there... and there was no water for the congregation".

My dear friends, every single one of our actions is recorded, an act of kindness never goes unnoticed. A
small step of growth results in extreme joy in Heaven. Miriam, in her courage and wisdom, is a true role model
of inspiration.
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