
Halakha

Mixing Some Bad Produce with
Good for Resale

Sometimes when going to the
marketplace, you notice after you've bought
some fruits or other produce, that many bad
fruits were included with the good fruits that you
thought you were buying. Is the one who was
selling the fruits permitted to mix in bad fruits
with good fruits?

The answer is that we are forbidden to
mix some bad fruits with many good fruits so
that no one will notice that the bad fruits are
there and that the buyer will assume that all the
fruits are in good condition and of good quality.
However, this is only in a case where a person
physically adds bad items to good items.

If the nature of the fruit or the produce is
to inherently have mixed in with it inedible items,
including possibly little stones, then we are not
obligated to go through the entire produce to
separate the bad portions.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shana Aleph, Parashath Ki-The£ei, Oth Yod
Aleph)

Parashah

Shemoth: Why Are the Tribes Mentioned out
of Order?
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names of the Children of Israel who came to Egypt (Shemoth
1:1).

When we read the names of the tribes, the first six
that are mentioned are the sons of Leah in order of their
birth. The seventh is Binyamin (Benjamin), who is the
youngest of all and should, theoretically, have been
mentioned last. The last one mentioned, however, is Yoseph
(Joseph). What is the reason for this?

Rabbenu Be¥ayye gives us two reasons why Joseph
is mentioned last.

 So that the children of the matriarchs, Ra¥el and Leah,
'a"h, would not feel superior to the children of the
handmaids. That is why Dan, Naftali, Gad and Asher are
mentioned between Binyamin and Yoseph.

 Since Yoseph was the greatest in position and honor, he
was mentioned last as a sign of humility.

This is the way of the righteous, the more honor that
the Holy One, blessed be He heaps upon them, the more
humility and modesty they add to themselves.

Similarly, when Moshe Rabbenu, 'a"h, appointed
Yehoshuwa' (Joshua) to be his successor (Debarim 32:44),
his name was written in a shortened form, without the first
letter (Yod). This shows that even though he received such
greatness, he lowered and humbled himself.

(See Rabbenu Be¥ayye, Parashath Shemoth)
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The Importance of Being Happy When Serving G-d
A person must be particular to perform every commandment with great happiness. Rabbenu the Ari z"l

wrote about its importance, adding that through serving G-d in happiness, he himself, merited to have Ruwa¥
Haqqodesh – the spirit of Divine Inspiration. On the other hand, he states that one who does not do this is
punished, because it is says in the Torah "Because you did not serve the L-rd your G-d in happiness".

The Alsheikh Haqqadosh states that even among those who serve G-d in happiness, there are
differences. Some serve Him with only a limited amount of happiness, while others serve Him with much more
joy. The basic principle is that the more happiness one has when serving Him, the more reward one receives
for it. A servant who knows his master and understands that he only wants good for him, realizes even when
his master appears to be harsh (like a parent must sometimes appear to a child), it is only for his own good,
and he will surely always serve him with a happy heart.

(See Shebe¿ Mussar, Pereq 20: 8)

Honoring/spoiling Foods
If you see food that was thrown on the ground, you may not leave it there, but rather you have to pick it

up. Also, one may not spoil food so that it becomes undesirable for no reason.

For instance, there are caterers who take fruits and use them as a base for a display. And in truth they
look very attractive but they have spoilt the fruit to the extent that people will not want to eat it afterwards.

They should be prevented from doing this because fruits, or any food for that matter, may not be spoilt
for no reason.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shana Aleph, Parashath Behar Sinai-Be¥uqqothai, Oth ¤eth Zan)
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Miriam – a Role Model
Water is one of the most essential and important commodities in the world. All humanity, as well as

animals and vegetation, are dependent on it. During the forty years of the traveling of the Jewish nation in the
desert, their only source of water was a mobile well, known as the Well of Miriam (Be-er Miriam). The entire
Jewish people, a couple of million people, at least, satiated their thirst day after day, from Miriam's well.

In what merit did Miriam deserve to be the one to provide water for the entire Jewish people? Miriam, a
six year old girl, impressed upon Amram, her father, the importance of remarrying his wife Yokhebed, from
whom he separated. The decision to separate was in response to Pharaoh's decree to kill all the Jewish baby
boys.

Why remain married under such devastating circumstances? Miriam claimed that this act made her
parents worse than Pharaoh, for as a result of this decision no girls could be brought into this world.

(To be continued)
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