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d«p̈Ẅ And the days of Jacob... were one hundred
and forty seven years (Bereshith 47:28).

The number of letters in the Pasuq
(verse) of Shema' Yisrael and Barukh Shem total
49.

When Ya'aqob Abinu, 'a"h, wanted to
reveal to his sons when Mashiya¥ would come,
his spirit of prophecy was taken away from him
so that he could not do so. He was concerned
that the reason that this occurred was because
one of the tribes (his sons) was not worthy
enough. In answer to whether this could be the
case, they responded with the Pasuq Shema'
Yisrael.... This let him know that they were all
worthy, to which he responded, Barukh Shem....

The total number of letters in these two
verses, as we mentioned before, is 49. The
Shema' is read three times a day. It is read twice
during the Sha¥rith prayer and once at night
during 'Arbith. When we multiply these three
prayers by the 49 letters, we get a total of 147
which corresponds to the number of years of
Ya'aqob Abinu's life 'a"h.

(See Benayahu, Parashath Way¥i)

Halakha

Bringing Empty Boxes
There is a Mashal (parable) of servants who were

expected to bring presents to their master the king. Some
brought casks full of wine, others brought containers of oil,
yet others brought barrels of honey, while some brought
packages of silk and embroidered clothes.

There were others, however, who brought large boxes
and containers which were empty. Clearly, those who
brought fine gifts would be rewarded and those who brought
large empty containers would pay the price for their actions,
even more than if they had brought nothing.

So too with our Tefilloth (prayers). When we pray to
G-d and praise Him, it is like a present that we are bringing to
Him. There are those who come to Him with Torah and with
a desire to serve Him. Others come with prayer with
Kawanah (dedication of their hearts) or with praise. A person
and his limbs are like the containers. The Kawanah and the
desire to praise Him are the bundles of silk and the fine
embroidered clothes that we bring.

Others, however, bring themselves (the containers) to
pray, but their hearts are not with them. What is the point of
bringing our containers (our bodies) but leaving the contents
out? G-d, unlike earthly kings, judges the contents – the
heart. So when we make the effort to pray to G-d, it is
important to make the additional effort to pray with devotion,
to ensure that G-d receives the gift He is expecting.

(See Qol Sasson, 10)
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Finding an Item with No Distinguishing Mark
If someone finds an article that has no identifying sign on it, and it is the type of article where its owner

would soon be aware of the fact that it was lost, as in the case of money – then we say that it now belongs to
the finder.

The reason for this is that we say that the owner would have been aware of the loss before the other
person found it and would have given up any hope of getting it back since it had no distinguishing marks.
(This act of giving up hope, [Ye-ush in Hebrew], effectively causes a person to lose ownership of the item in
such a case). As such, the finder does not need to announce the fact that he found the article.

If he later finds out whom the item belonged to, since the status of ownership has changed, as we
mentioned above, he is not obligated to return it since the original owner had given up any hope of seeing it
again. If he does return the item, however, it is considered an act of piety.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Aleph, Parashath Ki Thabo, Oth Beh)

The Correct Way to Put on Clothes - and Head Covering for Men
We have to be particular not to wear two garments together, meaning one inside the other and put the

two on together because this is considered to be harmful for the memory. Also articles of clothing must be put
on the correct way, meaning, if you put them on inside out, you must remove them and put them on the right
way.

One should not walk with one's head uncovered and should also be careful not to sit with an uncovered
head even for a moment, unless it is necessary. G-d's name may not be mentioned with an uncovered head,
and placing one's own hand on one's head does not constitute a head covering. However, somebody else's
hand on one’s head does.

I would like to point out at this time, that these rules apply to both to Sefaradim and Ashkenazim as far
as men are concerned. The situation for women is somewhat different. There are differences of opinion
between Sefaradim and Ashkenazim, as far as mentioning G-d's name with an uncovered head is concerned,
and we will Be'ezrath Hashem discuss this matter on a different occasion.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, 1st year, Parashath Wayyishla¥, Oth 16)

Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe 'a"h

Another Great Woman from Our Past, Part 2
When Moshe Rabbenu, 'a"h, returned to Egypt after G-d summoned him to be the leader of the

Children of Israel, he came equipped with special signs that would serve him as proof that he was the true
redeemer. When Moshe Rabbenu and his brother Aharon Hakohen, 'a"h, came to the Elders of Israel and
peformed these signs in their presence, the Elders approached Sera¥. They told her that a man claiming to be
the redeemer, came and performed some signs in their presence.

Sera¥ rejected the validity of the man. It was only when they repeated the words, Paqod Paqadti (I will
surely remember), that Moshe Rabbenu had said to them, that she approved of him. These words were the
sign of the true redeemer that was passed on from Ya'aqob Abinu, 'a"h, to his son Yoseph who passed it on to
his brothers. One of the brothers, Asher, told it to his daughter Sera¥. She was the only one alive who knew
this information.

Sera¥ bath Asher, 'a"h, is another figure of inspiration from our past, for us women. With her wisdom
and sensitivity, she was able to do what even her uncles were not able to do, when she sang for her
grandfather and, as a result, merited to be an active and essential figure in the redemption of the Jewish people
from Egypt. Truly someone to look up to.
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