
Halakha

What to Do If One Forgets 'Anenu
If one forgets to say 'Anenu on a fast

day, one does not repeat the 'Amidah. Even if
one remembered before finishing the blessing of
Shomeya' Tefillah, as long as one started the
closing Berakha of Shomeya' Tefllah and said
G-d's Name, one may not go back to say
'Anenu. However, if one remembers at any time
before taking three steps back, one should say it
at the end of the 'Amidah (before the final Yihyu
Lera£on, or even after it, if one has not yet
stepped back), without the closing blessing.

The same rule applies to the Shaliya¥
¢ibbur (¡azzan), who recites 'Anenu in the
repetition as a fully fledged blessing between the
blessings of Goel and Refuah, if he forgot to say
it then, he may not go back and say it, however,
he should add the portion of 'Anenu in
Shomeya' Tefillah in the same manner as an
individual does when he recites the silent
'Amidah.

Once a person has taken three steps
back, however, he does not repeat the 'Amidah.
It is good, in such a case, to concentrate on the
repetition of the 'Amidah, word by word, when it
is recited by the ¡azzan.
See Shul¥an 'Arukh with Rama 119:4 & 565:2. Kaf Ha¥ayyim 565,

Oth 10-13 & 119, Oth 28. Mishnah Berurah 565:6-7, 119:4)

Parashah

Wayyiggash: Why Jacob Should Not Be
Concerned about Assimilation in Egypt
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c «n£r«©YÎl ©̀ This is what your son Joseph said, G-d has placed me
as the master of all Egypt, come down to me, do not delay
(Bereshith 45:9).

It is possible that this is a hint to Ya'aqob Abinu
(Jacob), 'a"h, not to be concerned that by going down to
Egypt the Children of Israel might become assimilated,
because G-d promised Abraham Abinu, 'a"h, that they would
go to a land that is not their own and will be oppressed. But
after that, they would leave with great wealth.

In fact, there was no wealth in Egypt. Because of this,
G-d caused the famine to occur so that all the money from
the surrounding countries would flow into Egypt in order to
fulfill His promise. Joseph is telling his father that G-d made
him the master over all Egypt and that as part of his position
he gathers all the money and fills the treasure houses. This
must, therefore, be the preparation of the Rechush Gadol
(great treasure) that G-d promised.

This is another case that clearly indicates how G-d
prepares the Refuah (healing) before the Makkah (blow).

(See Na¥al Qedumim, Parashath Wayyiggash)
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Dancing the Night Before a Fast
'Asarah Be¤ebeth (the fast of the 10th of ¤ebeth) and Shib'ah 'Asar BeTammuz (the 17th of Tammuz)

are two of the public fasts where everybody is obligated to fast, but are among the fasts that start in the
morning and not the night before. They start in the morning before daybreak and end after ¢eth Hakkokhabim
(after the stars come out).

Because of the fact that the fast does not start at night, there are those who feel that the night before is
not connected with the fast day in any way. That is a mistake. In particular, if they arrange celebrations on the
night before the fast, with dancing and music, this is a very grave error of judgment.

People should be warned about this and told that it is not appropriate to have music and dancing the
night before a fast. Also, if you are invited to such an event, you must know that it is  wrong to go.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Aleph, Debarim, Oth Heh)
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Reciting the Blessing of Shehe¥eyanu on Clothes
In the Gemara of Berakhoth, our ¡akhamim of blessed memory tell us that when a person makes (or

purchases) a new garment, he must recite the Berakha (blessing) of Shehe¥eyanu. This is, of course, in a case
where the item makes him happy.

There is a difference of opinion as to when exactly the blessing is recited. There are those who say it should
be recited when the garment is purchased, while others say that it should be recited the first time that it is worn. The
latter custom is prevalent among Sephardim, and is, in fact, the pesaq (ruling) of the Ben Ish ¡ai. In addition, the
blessing must be said over an important item, such as a coat or a suit, but not on something like a shirt or an
undershirt.

It is also somewhat subjective. For instance, if a poor man receives a garment – it may be brand new or it
may be previously worn – if it makes him very happy to wear that garment, then he recites the blessing of
Shehe¥eyanu. However, a very wealthy individual, who would receive the same garment may not be particularly
happy to wear it, in which case he would not recite the Berakha of Shehe¥eyanu.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Aleph, Parashath Re-eh, Othioth Aleph, Beh, Geemal and Dahl)

Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe 'a"h

Another Great Woman from Our past
The name of Sera¥ Bath Asher is first mentioned with the names of the seventy people from the family of

Ya'aqob Abinu (Jacob), 'a"h, who went down to Egypt (Bereshith 46:17). Surprisingly, her name is mentioned
again in the census which took place a few hundred years later, in the wilderness, before the Children of Israel
entered the Land of Israel. There is even an episode connected with her in the book of the Prophets (Nebiim), during
the life of King David, 'a"h. We would be justified to assume that she merited a very long life. In fact, the Midrash
relates that Sera¥ Bath Asher is one of nine people who never died, but entered Gan 'Eden alive.

Her grandfather, Ya'aqob Abinu, 'a"h, is the one who gave her the blessing that she would never die. Why
was this? She was the one who came with the astonishing message that his beloved son Yoseph was still alive, and
broke the news to her grandfather. The brothers asked their niece, Sera¥, to play the harp for their bereaved father
who had not seen his beloved son for twenty two years, and to sing to him that Yoseph was still alive.

Sera¥, with her sweet and calming voice, accompanied by her harp, sang to him that Joseph was still alive. It
was then, when the emotions of joy and happiness, penetrated her grandfather's heart, that he blessed her saying:
"The mouth that informed me that Yoseph is still alive will never taste the taste of death".(To be continued)
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