
Hanukkah: If You Forget to Light
One Night

What is the Halakha if on one of the
nights of Hanukkah for some reason you
completely forget to light the candles and you
don't remember till the following night? Can you
light again or is it like the 'Omer, where if you
forget one full day (day and night), you can no
longer count again with a Berakha (blessing)?

To answer the question, we have to first
see why this is so for the 'Omer. The answer is,
because in the case of the 'Omer it says Sheba'
Shabbathoth Temimoth Tiheeyennah, (There must
be seven complete weeks). As such, if you miss
a night and do not count during the day without
a Berakha, then you can no longer count the
following nights with a blessing.

However, the case of Hanukkah candles
is different. Each night we light a different candle
on Hanukkah because of the miracle that was
done on that day at the time of the miracle of
Hanukkah.

So we see that each day is independent
because of the miracle of that particular day and
not connected with preceding or subsequent
days. As such even if a person forgets to light
for an entire day, he still continues to light on the
following nights with a Berakha.

(See Yede ¡ayyim, Siman Taw Rosh Beh, Seif Beh on the
Haggahah)
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Henna, Ki HaElokim (It was not you who sent me here, but
G-d [Bereshith 45:8]).

If people trouble someone or cause him pain, even if
later on he overcomes the pain and even becomes very
important, nevertheless, he still remembers the pain and the
anguish that was caused him. Thinking about it still causes
him sadness and feelings of anger towards those who were
responsible.

Even if he is a righteous person who does not bear a
grudge, nevertheless, he is still a human being and it is not
possible for him to feel no anger or pain. However, if it was
precisely the anguish that was the catalyst for his success,
then obviously he will not remember the pain. On the
contrary, since he realizes that it was for his own good, it
causes him joy.

This is exactly what happened to Yoseph Ha££addiq,
'a"h, (Joseph). G-d caused the wrongs that his brothers
intended to do to him to be the launching pad for his success
and rise to greatness. Joseph's happiness at achieving
greatness was less, in fact, than the happiness he felt
because he was saved from bearing a grudge or feeling sad
over the past. Had he not achieved success he knew he
might have failed in this area since he was, after all, a human
being.

(See Benayahu, Parashath Miqqe£)
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Why Do We Not Mention ¡anukkah in the Haf¿arah Blessings on Shabbath ¡anukkah?
When ¡anukkah falls on two Shabbaths (the first and last days fall on Shabbath), the prayers are

identical on both Shabbathoth, except for the Haf¿arah which is different (Ronni Wesim¥i is read on the first and
Waya'as ¡irom on the second).

Why do we not mention ¡anukkah in the blessings of the Haf¿arah on Shabbath? Normally, on a Holiday
we mention the holiday when reciting the blessings of the Haf¿arah. The answer is that ¡anukkah is different,
because the Haf¿arah is not read on account of ¡anukkah but, rather, because it is Shabbath. Proof of this is
that on the other days of ¡anukkah, even though we read from the Sefer Torah, there is no Haf¿arah.

On holidays which are Yom ¤ob, however, a Haf¿arah is read irrespective of what day of the week it falls
on. And since the Haf¿arah is read on account of the Holiday, the Holiday is mentioned in the blessings of its
Haf¿arah.

(See Shul¥an ‘Arukh, 684: 2. Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid, 14)

Hanukkah: Eliminating the Darkness Around us
We are told that ¡oshekh (darkness) is Malkhuth Yawan (the kingdom of the Greeks) The Greeks are the

ones who oppressed us at that time and we celebrate Hanukkah to commemorate how we overcame it.

When we have darkness (¡oshekh), how do you fight it? With lights, with candles. We say Ki Ner Mi£wah,
WeThorah Ohr, that a candle is the Mi£woth and Torah is light. The Torah is always equated to light. From this
we see that in order to fight the darkness, we have to follow the light, we have to go in the direction of the light,
we have to go in the path of the candles - we have to go in the path of the Torah.

The light that comes as a result of following the Torah and keeping the Mi£woth, will undo the darkness,
the darkness which is Malkhuth Yawan, the ruling and the kingdom of the Greeks (and, indeed, all other
darkness inflicted upon us).

(From http://www.midrash.org/cgi-bin/dl/dlm.cgi?id=HYMhanukkahnature)

666

Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h

¡anukkah: Because Women Were Part of the Miracle, Part 2
Who could imagine that a Jewish woman would go, in the middle of the night, to the camp of the Greek

army? How much more so, could we not imagine, if she was not just any woman, but was the daughter of the
High Priest, and of the highest spiritual level?!

Yehudith, a widow known for her outstanding beauty, planned a plot to rid the Jewish people of the Greek
ruler Helofernes and bring salvation to her nation. Courageously, she entered the Greek camp and approached
the Greek general. Using the wisdom and beauty that she was blessed with, she fed the Greek ruler cheese and
wine, lulling him into a false sense of security. And when he fell into a deep sleep, Yehudith used his own sword
to decapitate him and brought his head to Yerushalayim. When the Greek soldiers saw that their general was
dead, they fled.

We see throughout history, that when it was a time for action, Jewish women acted beyond the normal
expectations and used their wisdom, courage and faith in G-d to help bring salvation to the Jewish nation. Even
in our present times, women have the important role of bringing the final redemption closer, as our Rabbis of
blessed memory teach us: In the merit of righteous women were we redeemed... and will be redeemed in the future.
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