
Wayyesheb: Joseph Represents All
the Jewish People

sº¥qFi a Àw£r«©i  zFć §l «Y  |  d¤N´¥̀ Elleh Toldoth Ya'aqob,
Yosef (these are the generations of Jacob, Joseph).
When the Torah says these are the generations of
Ya'aqob, it would seem appropriate to then list all
his sons. Instead the Torah only mentions Yoseph.
The simple meaning is that all the brothers'
characteristics were included in Yoseph Ha££addiq,
'a"h.

We know that Joseph was Ya'aqob
Abinu's, 'a"h, favorite son and even though
Reuben was acually the first born, Joseph was the
one who carried the distinction of being the son of
Ya'aqob Abinu. According to the Midrash, Yoseph
Ha££addiq is compared to Ya'aqob Abinu, 'a"h,
because they were alike. Whatever befell Ya'aqob
Abinu, also befell Joseph. For instance, just like
Ya'aqob Abinu, 'a"h, was chased away by his
brother 'Esaw (Esau) who wished to kill him, so
too Yoseph Ha££addiq was chased away by his
brothers. Just as Ya'aaqob Abinu was elevated
through a dream (of the ladder) so too Yoseph was
elevated by his dream.

When the Torah states that Joseph was Ben
Zequnim Hu Lo (the son of his old age), it is
referring to the fact that they looked similar and
does not mean that Joseph was the youngest,
because, in fact, Benyamin (Benjamin) was six
years younger than Yoseph Ha££addiq, 'a"h.

(See Rabbenu Be¥ayye, 37: 2)

Halakha

Hanukkah - Why Do We Recite the Full Hallel
on Each Day of Hanukkah?

Why is it that on Hanukkah, for the full eight days, we
recite the entire Hallel, whereas on some occasions, in particular
during the latter days of Pesa¥, we do not recite the full Hallel
but only the half Hallel.

The reason is that each of the eight days of Hanukkah
have something new, which is the additional candle that today
has over the day before. This is a similar reason to Sukkoth
where we read the entire Hallel throughout Sukkoth, because in
Sukkoth there is a difference each day in the number of the
Qorbanoth (sacrifices) that were brought on the Holiday. This
also explains the reason why on Pesa¥ after the first day (or two
days, for those of us outside the Land of Israel), we only recite
the half Hallel. That is because the Qorbanoth (sacrifices) on
each day of Pesa¥ were exactly the same, and since there was
nothing new or different, we do not recite the full Hallel.

Maran z"l mentions another reason in the Beth Yoseph.
He says that on Hanukkah we read from the Sefer Torah,
everyday, the portion of the Qorbanoth that the Nessiim (the
princes of the tribes) brought. On each day a different Nasi
(prince) brought his own Qorbanoth (offerings). Since each day
we read a new portion from the Torah for that specific day, we
also read the entire Hallel on each day of Hanukkah.

There is one additional important reason. Each day of
Hanukkah brought with it a brand new miracle which was the oil
of the Menorah that continued to burn.

(See Yedei ¡ayyim, Hilkhoth ¡anukkah, Taw Rosh Peh Gheemal)
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The Holiness of ¡anukkah and a Woman's Advantage.
It is important to balance the happiness of ¡anukkah with the seriousness and the important message

that is connected with it. Rabbenu the ¡ida, 'a"h, states that one should not allow oneself to behave
lightheadedly during these holy days. Rather, on days of miracles such as these, we must show our appreciation
to the Al-mighty.

¡anukkah, as we know, is a particularly important time for women. It says in ‘A¿ereth Tifereth, that on
Rosh ¡odesh, ¡anukkah and Purim, women receive a spiritual advantage and elevation. As such, they should
not wear their everyday clothes but should dress in clothes befitting the holiday.

A woman who has gold jewelry should wear them on these days to make known the fact that women
have this spiritual advantage.

(Moreh Be'e£ba', 9, Oth 303. Dabar Be'itto, Rimzei ¡anukkah. ‘A¿ereth Tifereth, Kether Malkhuth, 206.)

Not Speaking till All the ¡anukkah Candles Have Been Lit
Even though only the first candle that we light each night of ¡anukkah is the obligation for the day,

nevertheless, from when one recites the Berakha (blessing) one must not speak till all the candles have been lit.

If after lighting the first light, however, one notices that there are insufficient candles or, perhaps, some
were knocked over, the one who lights should not speak, but should wait silently till more are brought for him. If
he did speak, however, the blessing is not recited again.

If one spoke between the recitation of the Berakha and the lighting of the first candle, about a matter
connected with the lighting of the candles, the blessing is not repeated. But if the speaking was unconnected
with the lighting of the candles, then one should say Barukh Shem Kebod Malkhutho Le'olam Wa'ed and recite the
blessing again.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Wayesheb/¡anukkah, Oth 10. Maamar Mordekhai ¡aggim 57:27)
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Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h

¡anukkah: Because Women Were Part of the Miracle
Even though our immediate association with the festival of ¡anukkah might not necessarily be connected

with women and their role, nevertheless, ¡anukkah has a special significance for us women. Because of this,
some women have the custom of refraining from Melakha (usually referring to sewing, doing laundry and the
like), on the first and last days of ¡anukkah and during the half hour that the candles are required to be lit.

It would be appropriate to remind ourselves of the story of one of the heroines associated with the miracle
of ¡anukkah, that of Yehudith (Judith). According to one interpretation, she was the daughter of Yo¥anan the
High Priest. I have no doubt in my mind, that the daughter of the High Priest exemplified the role of the daughter
of a King and was meticulous about her modest behavior.

However, when the time came for her to take the initiative to save her people, she did what was required
of her.

Who could imagine that a Jewish woman would go, in the middle of the night, to the camp of the Greek
army? Moreover, she was not just any woman, but was the daughter of the High Priest, and was, we can
imagine, of the highest spiritual level!   (To be continued)
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