
Halakha

Hanukkah: Why Olive Oil Is Best
The Shul¥an 'Arukh states that we may use

any kind of oil to light the Hanukkah candles. The
Rama adds that using olive oil is the choicest way
of performing the commandment. Let us look at a
couple of reasons why this is so.

The first and most obvious reason is that
the Menorah in the Beth Hammiqdash (Temple)
was lit with olive oil. And what we are
commemorating by lighting the Hanukkah is the
miracle of the (olive) oil of the Menorah.

Another reason is that our Rabbis of
blessed memory tell us that olives cause
forgetfulness, whereas olive oil aids the memory.
The Greeks wanted the Jewish people to forget the
Torah and their religion, as it says, Keshe'amdah
Malkhuth Yawan Harsha'ah... Leshakke¥am
Torathakh.(When the wicked Greeks ruled over the
Jewish people and tried to make them forget the
Torah).

The Jewish people, however, overcame
them, and forgetfulness, which is connected to
olives, was unable to rule over them. But, on the
contrary, they remembered the Torah, and since
remembering is connected to olive oil, that is
another reason why olive oil is the preferred way of
lighting the Menorah.

(See Yede ¡ayyim, on Siman Taw Rosh 'Ahn Geemal, and the
Rama on Se'if Aleph)

Parashah

Wayyishla¥: the Difference Between the
Righteous and the Wicked

Esau says to Ya'aqob Abinu (Jacob), 'a"h, a®ẍ i´¦lÎW¤i

- I have plenty (Bereshith 33:9). This is the way of the
Resha'im (wicked). They have three bad character traits
which are forbidden.

 They believe that it is their own might and strength that
brought about their wealth.

 They are arrogant and boast about their wealth.

 They are never satisfied and constantly desire more
wealth.

All these three traits were found in 'Esau who used the
phrase Yesh Li Rab - “I have plenty”, as if

 He did it with his own might.

 It is also a boast that he has plenty and likewise implies
that

 He does not yet have everything he needs.

Ya'aqob Abinu, 'a"h, on the other hand, said, “G-d
has been gracious to me”. By this he was recognizing that
the source for all he had was G-d and he was not arrogant
with his wealth. He adds further, “Yesh Li Kol” (I have
everything), that shows that he was satisfied with what he
had been blessed with.

(See Na¥al Qedumim, Parashath Wayyishla¥)
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Finding a Lost Object with Identifying Marks
If someone found books that have an identifying mark, he must not read from them, but must keep them

in an appropriate manner for the owner.

If he wishes to give them to someone else whom he trusts to look after them, he may do so. This is
speaking about an object which was lost. If someone deposited an item in his charge, however, he may not give
it to someone else to look after on his behalf.

If the person wishes to travel to another place and does not wish to take the item with him because it
would be difficult or too big a responsibility, then he can hand it over to a Beth Din (Jewish court), who, in turn,
can give it over to someone else whom they consider reliable.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Aleph, Parashath Ki Thabo, Oth Zahn)

Lighting in the Synagogue on ¡anukkah
Even though everybody lights at home, the ¡anukkah lights are also kindled in the Synagogue between

Min¥a and 'Arbith because of Pirsumei Nisa (publicizing the miracle). However, in the Synagogue, the ¡anukkah
(Menorah) is always lit on the Southern wall.

Even though the lights in the Synagogue are lit with a Berakha (blessing), a person does not fulfil his
obligation with this lighting, but must light again at home. If there aren't ten men present in the Synagogue at the
time of lighting, they are lit without a Berakha.

When the first night of ¡anukkah falls on a Friday, and everyone present in the Synagogue has already lit
at home prior to coming there, the Berakha of Shehe¥eyanu must be omitted since everyone has already said it
at home.

(Shul¥an ‘Arukh, 671: 7, with Rama. Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid, Oth 65 and 72. Ben Ish ¡ai, Wayyesheb, ¡anukkah, Oth 11.)

Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe 'a"h
Our Speech as a Reflection of Our Spirituality
The meeting between the twin brothers, Ya'aqob Abinu (Jacob) and 'Esau, who had not seen each other for thirty
four years, is dramatic and suspenseful. Their conversation reveals much about their personality traits and the spiritual
level of each of them.

Ya'aqob Abinu mentions G-d throughout his dialogue. For instance, he said: "The children whom G-d has
graciously given your servant". When speaking about his belongings he says, "G-d has been gracious to me". 'Esau,
on the other hand, does not mention the Name of G-d even once.

The higher our spiritual level, the more we feel G-d's presence. He becomes an integral part of every aspect of
our lives, as king David, 'a"h, said, I always place G-d in front of me. Recently, someone who was from a totally
non-observant background, but had rediscovered his roots and started finding interest in Judaism told me: "I don't
know what's happening to me, I find myself saying 'Barukh Hashem' all the time". As he grew in religion, he found
himself closer to G-d. And without making any effort to do so, he began to include G-d in even his mundane daily
conversations.

My dear friends, whether we spend much of our time at home or in the outside world, we should try to
embrace the practice of bringing G-d into every aspect of our lives. We are the children of Ya'aqob Abinu, 'a"h, and
should emulate him in our speech and nurture our connection with our Creator.
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