
Parashah

Toldoth: a Sale That Is Final
i«¦l L §z «ẍk §AÎz ¤̀  mF²I ©k d¬ẍ §k ¦n Sell your birthright to

me today [as this day] (Bereshith 25:31).

Rashi comments that the reason it says
as this day is to stress that the sale of the
birthright by Esau to Ya'aqob Abinu (Jacob),
'a"h, must be as clear and as certain as the day.
A somewhat different angle to this explanation
can be found in Ben Ish ¡ai Derashoth where it
states that just as once the day has gone, it can
never return, so too this sale must be considered
to be final and there can be no going back on it.

Furthermore, when Esau came, he only
asked for lentil soup, but Ya'aqob Abinu
(Jacob), 'a"h, gave him bread before giving him
the pottage. The reason for this is that he did not
want to give Esau the opportunity to claim that
he was forced to sell his birthright because of his
intense hunger. Ya'aqob Abinu, 'a"h, therefore,
gave him the bread first so that he was no longer
starving and could no longer claim that he made
the deal under duress.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai Derashoth, Parashath Toldoth. Alsheikh ibid)

When One Forgets to Recite Shehe¥eyanu
on a New Fruit

As we know, when eating a new fruit from a new
season, in addition to the main Berakha (blessing) that we
must recite on the fruit itself, we say the Berakha of
Shehe¥eyanu. The question is, what if one eats the fruit but
forgets to say the blessing of Shehe¥eyanu, and then wishes,
on a different occasion, to eat more of the same fruit?

This brings us into the area of a Ma¥loqeth (difference
of opinion) between those who say when he eats the same
fruit later he does recite the Berakha of Shehe¥eyanu,
because he forgot to the first time, and those who say he
must not recite the Berakha of Shehe¥eyanu because he ate
the fruit previously. Whenever we have a doubt as to whether
a Berakha must be recited, we apply the principle of Sefeq
Berakhoth Lehaqel, which means that we do not recite the
blessing when there is a doubt.

So what should a person do in such a case? There are
a couple of possibilities:

He should hear the Berakha of Shehe¥eyanu recited by
someone else, in a case when the other person is eating
something that requires the blessing of Shehe¥eyanu and
each one should have in mind that this blessing will cover
both of them. Or,

The person should take different type of fruit that also
requires the Berakha of Shehe¥eyanu and have in mind
that this Berakha will cover both fruits.

If, however, neither one of these possibilities is feasible,
he should recite the blessing of Shehe¥eyanu without Shem
Umalkhuth (G-d's Holy Name) but should have G-d's Name in
mind when he says the rest of the blessing.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Aleph, Parashath Re-eh, Oth ¤eth Waw)
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What's in it for Me?
When looking for a job, it is normal to want to know what your renumeration will be before accepting it.

You want to be rewarded for your efforts. But should the same apply to the performance of the Mi£woth
(precepts)?

We must learn a lesson from fruit trees. They give their fruit, year in year out, even though they receive
absolutely no reward for doing so. Humans beings, are required to add bundles upon bundles of new Mi£woth
every year. We should really do this, like the trees, with no desire to receive a reward in return. If the trees can do
it, surely we can too.

But, as we know, Haqqadosh Barukh Hu rewards us for each and every Mi£wah that we do, be it in this
world or the hereafter. We should be very appreciative of this extra mercy He does for us and do each Mi£wah
with a happy heart, knowing that this is an extra kindness that we should not ordinarily expect to receive.

(See Shebe¿ Mussar, 9: 11)

Must We Honor Our In-laws?
Everyone is aware that we are obligated to honor our parents. Perhaps less well known is the obligation to

honor one's in-laws. We see from King David, 'a"h, that a person is obligated to honor his father-in-law, as he

called Shaul Hammelekh, 'a"h, (king Saul - his father-in-law), "my father".

The same applies to honoring one's mother-in-law and the requirement to honor one's in-laws applies
equally to men and women.

A person is also obligated to honor his grandparents as well as his uncles from both his father and
mother's sides. And he will be blessed for doing so.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai,2nd year, Parashath Shof¿im, Oth 30)
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Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe 'a"h

A Reflecting Mirror
Who does not want to find happiness in life? Who does not long for peace and tranquility? Is there anyone

who does not pray for a favorable judgement and mercy from Heaven?

We all have our own personal lists of what we want from life and our own ways of trying to achieve these
goals. Focusing on one aspect of Ra¥el Immenu's special characteristics will guide us to find the answer, as to
how we can achieve that which we seek.

When we delve into the selfless act of Ra¥el Immenu, our Matriarch, towards her sister Leah, we marvel
at, yet remain bewildered by her apparently incomprehensible act. How can a human being with limitations,
express such unimaginable compassion towards another person?

Is it conceivable that someone would give up her future soul mate, for the sake of not embarrassing
another person? Ra¥el Immenu, 'a"h, did just that! She surpassed all the physical and human boundaries and
soared above them.

We shall see next week, how G-d repaid Ra¥el Immenu's inconceivable compassion.    (To be continued)
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