
¡ayye Sarah: Laban, Bethuel and a
Blind Man

In Parashath ¡ayye Sarah, Laban and
Bethuel, Ribqa (Rebecca) Immenu's brother and
father, say to Eli'ezer, Abraham Abinu's servant:
K®¥lë g ´©w Li†¤pẗ §l d ¬ẅ §a ¦xÎd«¥P ¦d “behold Rebecca is before
you, take her and go”.

In Ben Ish ¡ai Derashoth, ¡akham Yoseph
¡ayyim 'a"h, compares this to a story of a blind
man who inherited a very valuable precious stone.
Being blind, he could not see it to appreciate its
worth. So he showed the stone to a very wealthy
individual and said, "You can appreciate this stone.
I can't. I am asking you to tell me how much, in
your eyes, this stone is worth. And based on your
evaluation, give me that much money for it".

 Laban says to Eliezer, "We cannot
appreciate the value of Rebecca, because she
comes from holiness". And when it comes to
holiness, Laban and Bethuel were considered to be
blind, having no concept of it at all. And so they
say to Eliezer, "You are the one who is able to see
her value".  If we change the order of the letters of
the words jle gw (Qa¥ Walekh - take her and go),
we get the phrase ¡eleq Kaf Waw (portion of 26),
which is to say that Ribqa Immenu 'a"h, was a
portion of 26, which is the Gematria of G-d's Holy
Name. By this Laban and Bethuel were saying to
Eliezer, "Only you know her true worth, to give us
her appropriate value".

(See Ben Ish ¡ai Derashoth, ¡ayyei Sarah)

Reciting Borei Nefashoth When Bread
Combines with Other Foods for a Shi'ur

In order to say the blessing of Borei Nefashoth
Rabboth after eating food, one has to have eaten the
minimum Shi’ur (quantity) of a Kezayith (one ounce
according to most opinions). One does not have to eat that
quantity of a specific food, but rather it can be a combination
of various foods which combine to meet the minimum
quantity.

This only works for Bore Nefashoth Rabboth, however.
It does not work for Me'en Shalosh or Birkath Hammazon,
unless one had a combination of different kinds of food which
were all in the same category and which all required the same
blessing. For instance, if one would have half the minimum
requirement of grapes and half the minimum requirement of
dates, the two would join together since they have the same
final blessing, and one would recite 'Al Ha’e£.

However, if the foods belong to different categories
that do not have the same final blessing, for instance one
would have half a Shi'ur of Mezonoth that would ordinarily
require 'Al Hami¥ya, and would then have half a quantity of
another food that requires the final blessing of Bore
Nefashoth, then even though we now have a full quantity
between the two of them, the blessing of 'Al Hami¥ya cannot
be said, but one would have to recite Borei Nefashoth
Rabboth. This applies to all cases where one did not eat a
sufficient quantity for the special final blessing (of Birkath
Hammazon or Me'en Shalosh), that if the total quantity of the
various foods one ate was a Kezayith one must say the
Berakha of Bore Nefashoth. However, if one had half a
quantity of bread and half a quantity of Mezonoth, then the
final Berakha in this case is 'Al Hami¥ya.

The basic rule is this: when several types of food join
together to form a minimum quantity, the final blessing is
always the one for the lowest level of food that was eaten.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Aleph, Parashath Mas’ei, Oth Heh)
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Placing a Mezuzah Too High or Too Low
Since a Mezuzah must be placed at the bottom of the upper third of a door post, a Mezuzah which was

placed below the upper third of the door post is Pasul (ritually unfit). Even though there are those who permit it,
this opinion should not be accepted except in a case of extreme need.

If, however, the Mezuzah was affixed in the top third, but not at the beginning of the top third, as it should
be, but higher up, perhaps even touching the lintel, then even though this is not the ideal position it is,
nevertheless, Kasher (ritually fit) according to all opinions.

Even so, one should still remove it (if this is possible) and place it in the correct spot at the bottom of the
upper third, and should not say that since it has been affixed there and, Bedi'abad (after the fact) it is still Kasher
where it is, it need not be moved. Rather, since one is in a position to put it in the correct location, one must do
so.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, 2nd year, Parashath Ki Thabo, Oth 7)

When to Show the Sefer Torah
It says in Ben Ish ¡ai about the custom in his city of Baghdad when taking out the Sefer Torah from the

Hekhal (Aron), that they would open it and show it to the congregation from the Hekhal. However, not all the
members of the congregation would be able to see it from there.

They would then take the Sefer Torah to the Tebah (Bimah) which is located in the middle of the
Synagogue, and would open it there to show to the entire congregation. They would show it in all four directions
twice. They would then place it where it would be read from.

After they finished reading they would close the case and would not show it to the congregation again
when returning it from the Tebah to the Hekhal. He mentions Qabbalistic reasons why it should be shown before
the reading and not after. This is the custom of Sephardim.

The Ashkenazi custom is not to show it when taking it out, but rather, to show it after the reading is
completed, as is mentioned by the Rama.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, 2nd year, Parashath Toldoth, Oth 16)

Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe 'a"h
Sara Immenu: a Woman of Valor, Part 2

We mentioned the story about a poor widow, whose son was studying Torah. She worked hard at
whatever jobs were available to her, cleaning, sewing and the like, in order to ensure that her son could continue
to study Torah. On Friday nights, after a simple Shabbath meal, her son would stay up to study Torah with the
light of a kerosene lamp.

On Shabbath a person is not permitted to study by the light of such a lamp, unless someone is
overseeing him, for fear that he may come to tilt the lamp on Shabbath, in order to increase the light. The
mother, who was exhausted and hardly able to keep her eyes open, would force herself to stay awake so that her
son would continue learning.

Who was her fortunate son? He was none other than ¡akham Ezra 'Atiah, 'a"h, who would be the head
and Rosh Yeshibah of the renowned Porath Yoseph Yeshibah in Jerusalem.

When we sing the Esheth ¡ayil every Friday night, let us remember that we are the descendants of Sara
Immenu, 'a"h, and by following in her footsteps we ensure that her candle will never go out.
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