
Halakhah

The Bridegroom Recites the
Wedding Blessings

Strictly speaking, when a ¡athan
(bridegroom) gets married, he should recite the
blessings himself. If he gets married through a
Shaliya¥ (agent) then the agent recites the
blessings on his behalf.

Nowadays, as we know, it is customary
for the Meqaddesh (one performing the
ceremony) to recite the blessings, so that the
¡athan would not be embarrassed if he did not
know them. Therefore, since the one reciting the
blessings is doing so on behalf of the ¡athan, it
is essential that when he recites them he has the
¡athan in mind. The ¡athan must also
concentrate on the blessings and intend to fulfil
his obligation through them. It is also
appropriate for the Kallah (bride) to concentrate
on the blessings and for the one performing the
wedding to have her in mind too.

If the ¡athan did not pay attention to the
blessings, there are some who say that it does
not matter. However, since there are those,
including the Rambam, who say that in such a
case it would be a blessing recited in vain
(Berakha Leba¿¿ala), we must be concerned,
initially, about their opinion.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Aleph, Parashath Shof¿im, Oth Beh)

Parashah

Wayyera: Changing the Truth for Peace
In the Parasha of Wayyera Sara Immenu says i ¦pc`«©e

o «¥wf̈ "... and my husband is old". When G-d repeats this to
Abraham Abinu, He says "Sara says... and I (Sara) am
old". It says in the Gemara that peace is so dear to G-d that
He even made a change for it (when He changed what
Sara Immenu said).

The Ben Ish ¡ai states in 'Od Yoseph ¡ai, that there
are two specific areas where we must also make a change.
One area is in a case of life and death. He gives an
example of someone who is critically ill, and you see in his
face that it appears to be the end. If he asks you what you
see and you tell him the truth, if it will affect him so badly
that it will hasten his death, G-d forbid, then you must not
tell him the truth but must give him hope. As a result you
will give him the possibility of living longer, whereas by
telling him that it looks to you that there is no hope, you
may be guilty of causing his death prematurely, Heaven
forbid.

The second area is for the sake of making peace
between two people. For instance, if A is speaking to B and
curses C, if C asks B, "What did A say about me?", B must
push away the truth and say something that will not
inflame C.

This does not mean that we can change more than
is absolutely necessary, nor may we make or extend the
changes simply because it is to our personal advantage to
do so. Lying, by definition, is forbidden by the Jewish
religion and only specifically to create peace and harmony
must we change what is absolutely necessary to ensure
peace.

(See Wayyera, ch 18, vs 12-13. Baba Me£ia 87a. 'Od Yoseph ¡ai Derashoth,
Parashath Shof¿im)
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Which Side of the ¤allith Gadol Should Be on Top?
It says in the Mishnah Berurah that the custom is to add a piece of silk to the top portion of the ¢i££ith

(¤allith Gadol), so that it will always be worn in the same position with the same fringes always in the front. The
Mishnah Berurah adds that the Ari z"l was not particular about this.

It says in Ben Ish ¡ai that one should not be particular to add a collar in order that the same side will
always be on the head, since the Ari z"l stated specifically that we should not be particular about this but, rather,
should wear it whichever way it comes.

The custom among Ashkenazim is in accordance with the Mishnah Berurah, and all the ¢i££iths (¤allith
Gadols) that are sold today come ready made with the collar.

Sephardim who are concerned about the words of the Ari z"l and the Ben Ish ¡ai, remove the additional
collar that comes with the ¢i££ith (¤allith Gadol). This way it is worn the way it comes, without any preference
given to a specific side.

(See Mishnah Berurah, Siman ¡eth, Se'if Qattan ¤eth, Ben Ish ¡ai, 1st year, Parashath Bereshith, Oth 8)

What Can We Learn from the Bees?
We humans are the most advanced of all the species in the world. We are endowed with wisdom and

understanding and the ability to communicate, more than any other species on earth. Yet we have much to learn
from lesser creatures around us.

In Qol Sasson it says there are things to learn from animals who do not speak. From the bees we learn
Derekh Ere£ (the proper way of behaving with each other).

Bees are united and stick together. In fact, they build their homes one next to the other in a hive. Not only that,
but you will not find them trying to outdo each other with the size of the homes they build. Each bee's home is
the same size as its neighbor's. Their homes are not spacious but the just right size to hold them.

Human beings, on the other hand, are constantly trying to build homes that are larger than the other
person's and go out of their way to have something unique about it that no one else has.

(See Qol Sasson, ch. 39)

Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe 'a"h
Sara Immenu: a Woman of Valor

What words can express the greatness of Sara Immenu, 'a"h, at the time of her burial? The Midrash tells
us that the famous words of Esheth ¡ayil (a woman of valor) from Proverbs (31:10-31) were said by Abraham
Abinu, 'a"h, about his beloved wife Sara:

And Abraham came to eulogize Sara and to cry for her (Bereshith 23:2). He cried and said: A woman of
valor who can find?

One of the verses in Esheth ¡ayil is, Lo Yikhbei Ballayla Nerah (her candle will not be extinguished at
night). There is a well known story about a poor widow, whose son was studying Torah.

She worked hard at whatever jobs were available to her, cleaning, sewing and the like, in order to ensure
that her son could continue to study Torah. On Friday nights, after a simple Shabbath meal, her son would stay
up to study Torah with the light of a kerosene lamp.

And who was this son, whom she worked so hard for to ensure that he would be able to dedicate himself
to the study of Torah? We shall see next week, b’e”H.
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