
Parashah

Ki The£ei: Humility in the "Four
Corners" of the World

:D«ÄÎd ¤Q ©k §Y x¬¤W£̀ L §zE «q §M zF¬t §p ©M r²©A §x ©̀ Îl©r K®N̈Îd ¤U£r«©Y mi ¦l ¦c §B
You shall place fringes on the four corners of your
garment that you cover yourself with. (Debarim
22:12).

Arrogance lies in three parts of the body.
These are the head, eyes and heart.

In Hebrew the acronym of these three
words (Rosh, 'Einayim, Leb) is Ra'al, which means
poison. Arrogance is like poison to the soul of
man. This is why a person must always be
concerned that these three parts of his body are
Dallim (lowly - kept under control). This ensures
that arrogance will not overcome them.

If we take the word for fringes in Hebrew,
milcb (Gedilim) and divide it into two parts, we have
milc 'b, (3 Dallim - three that are lowly). This comes
to teach us that these three parts of the body must
always be controlled. Placing them on the four
corners of your garment teaches us that you must
act with humility in all matters that are found in the
four corners of the world, without picking and
choosing .

And if you cover yourself with this trait of
humility, it save you from the claims of the
Accuser because humility brings forgiveness.

('Od Yoseph ¡ai, Parashath Ki The£ei)

Halakha

Getting Carried Away by the Seli¥oth Tunes
Many of the Seli¥oth (Penitential prayers) have

beautiful haunting melodies. This assists one who
concentrates on their meaning, to open his heart to G-d
and feel the pain over his transgressions during the year.

Unfortunately, there are those who come for the
enjoyment of the beautiful melodies and sing at the tops of
their voices, paying no attention to the words emanating
from their mouths. Apparently, this is not a new
phenomenon. Rabbenu the ¡id”a, 'a"h, writes the
following:

When reading the Seli¥oth one must not shout
loudly, like one who stands in the street. A fool will not
understand what he is saying, because it is through joyful
singing that one shouts loudly. Had they been wise they
would have acted with understanding. Because, Heaven
forbid, they will lose on two counts. Firstly, they force
themselves to get out of bed early to go to the Synagogue
and, secondly, once in the Synagogue they will have
achieved nothing except their shouting.

Rab ¡id”a continues: The name of the prayer is
Seli¥oth (zegilq) and not ¢e'aqoth (zewrv) -- supplication
and not screaming. These few words are sufficient to one
who has a heart.

(Morei Be'e£ba' ch. 8, Oth 244)
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The Days When Seli¥oth Are Recited

Even though one can make Teshubah (repentance) any time of the year, the forty days from Rosh
¡odesh Elul till Yom Kippur are considered to be the most appropriate for Teshubah, more than any other days
of the year. Sephardim start saying the Seli¥oth (penitential prayers) daily from the second of Elul till Yom
Kippur, because this is considered to be 'Eth Ra£on (a time of goodwill).

Ashkenazim recite the Seli¥oth from the Mo£ei Shabbath (Sunday) preceeding Rosh Hashanah provided
there are at least four days till Rosh Hashanah. If, however, Rosh Hashanah falls on Monday or Tuesday,
Ashkenazim start one week earlier. The goal being to have at least ten days of Seli¥oth till Yom Kippur.

The Seli¥oth are not recited on Rosh ¡odesh, Shabbath or Rosh Hashanah.
(See Maamar Mordekhai [Eliyahu], Hilkhoth ¡aggim, 33: 33. 34:1-3)
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Praying to the Deceased, Heaven Forbid

When visiting a cemetery, we have to be very careful not to pray directly to those who are buried there,
since we are forbidden to pray to the dead to do anything for us. Rather, we have to increase our repentance
and pray to G-d that for the merit of the righteous person who is buried there, He will have mercy on us, (or do
such and such for us according to our requests).

We are, permitted, however, to make a request at the grave of the soul of the person who is buried
there, especially of the ¢addiqim (righteous), that the soul will intercede on our behalf with Haqqadosh Barukh
Hu (the Holy One Blessed be He).

(See Rab Pe'alim, ¡eleq Beh, Yorah De'ah, Lamad Aleph, and Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Aleph, Parashath Ni£abeem, Oth Beh)
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Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe 'a"h

A Woman's True Value

We saw that in answer to The Caesar’s provocative insinuation that G-d had stolen a rib from Adam to
make Hawa (Eve), Rabban Gamliel’s daughter replied that He had taken a rib and replaced it with a woman.
She made the analogy to a thief who stole a silver dish but replaced it with a much more precious gold one.

We can learn a powerful lesson from this inspiring yet simple story. Women are extremely special and
most precious. Sometimes those around us and, perhaps, even we ourselves, forget our true value.

We should remind ourselves who we are, develop a sense of self worth and self respect, and
continuously nurture them. In fact, Rabban Gamliel's daughter, in her sharp and clever response, demonstrated
one aspect of a woman's competence, her ability to calmly and wisely deal with challenging situations.

May the Holy One blessed be He assist us and guide us to face our daily life-situations and challenges
with wisdom, kindness and clarity.
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