
Parashah

Shof¿im: Accepting Critcism of
Someone at Face Value

a ½¥hi ¥d ́Ÿ §W ©x «c̈ §e  Ÿ §r®n̈Ẅ §e L §lÎc©B «ªd §e And it was told
to you and you heard it and you shall
investigate it diligently (Debarim 17:4).

Why does the Pasuq (verse) say And
it was told to you and you heard it? The
wording seems superfluous. If a person is
told something, we can reasonably assume
that he heard it. So why does the Torah add
the words and you heard it?

It comes to teach us that even if one
is told that such and such a person is
wicked, one must not accept it right away at
face value, because perhaps it is simply
Lashon Hara' (gossip or slanderous talk).
One can be concerned that it may not be
Lashon Hara', only when one hears it again a
second time, corroborating the original
information.

That is why there is an apparent
repetition. And, despite that, after hearing it
twice you must still investigate it diligently.

(See Alsheikh Parashath Shof¿im)

Halakha

Why Are These Days Most Suited to
Repentance?

Why are the 40 days from Rosh ¡odesh Elul till Yom
Kippur considered to be a particularly auspicious time for
Teshubah (repentance)?

On Rosh ¡odesh Elul, Moshe Rabbenu, 'a"h,
ascended Mt. Sinai for the second time to receive the
second Lu¥oth (Tablets of Stone). The receiving of the
second tablets was proof that G-d forgave the Jewish
people their transgression in the matter of the Golden Calf.
During the forty days and nights on Mt. Sinai, Moshe
Rabbenu, 'a"h, prayed to G-d to forgive the Jewish people.

On Yom Kippur, G-d announced to Moshe Rabbenu,

'a"h, Sala¥ti Kidbarekha (I have forgiven in accordance with
your words), and gave him the second Tablets of Stone.
From that time, these forty days have been established as
days of favor, and the last of these days, the tenth of
Tashri, which is Yom Kippur, was established as a day of
forgiveness and pardon for the people of Israel.

(See Maamar Mordekhai [Eliyahu], Hilkhoth ¡aggim, ch. 33, Oth 33)
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Making a vow in a dream
Someone who has a dream, and in the dream makes a vow or an oath, does not need to be concerned

about the vow or oath since he did not have the intent of the heart nor were the words actually uttered.

There is an opinion, however, that such a dream does require Hattarah (annulment). And even more
than that, according to this opinion, since this came from Heaven, three men are not sufficient to annul the
dream, but one must have ten who are literate in the reading of the Torah. Since there is such an opinion, we
must be concerned about it and follow it, except that in a situation where one is unable to find ten men, one
may use three. Even if one dreamed that it was annulled, one must still have it annulled as described above.

Likewise, a woman who had a dream of this nature must have it annulled by ten men and cannot have
it done by her husband. Furthermore, if someone has a dream that someone else made an oath or a vow, the
person whom he dreamed about must have them annulled by ten men.

(See Ben Ish Hai, 2nd year, Parashath Re-eh, Oth 15)

Is a Minyan Optional for Festive Meals after a Wedding?
Is it an obligation, during the seven days of celebration after a wedding, to make a Minyan (quorum) of

at least ten men in order to be able to recite the Sheba' Berakhoth (7 blessings) during the meals that week?
Or does one only do the 7 blessings if a Minyan happens to be present?

We are told in the Gemara of Kethubboth that at a meal after a wedding there was no Minyan present
and Rab Ashi recited only the last blessing. From this we learn that it is not an obligation to assemble ten men
for this purpose. Indeed, this is the Halakha, that in the absence of a Minyan, we recite only the 7th blessing.

So, other than the Sheba' Berakhoth of the Nisuin under the ¡uppah which do require ten men, if there
is a reason why it is difficult to invite a Minyan, or too expensive for the family, then it is not required for the
meals during the week after the wedding. However, if one is able to, and makes the effort to have a Minyan for
the meals, it is considered praiseworthy.

(See Rab Pe'alim, ¡eleq Dahl, 'Eben Ha'Ezer, Waw)

Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe 'a"h

A Woman's True Value
It says in the Midrash that Rabban Gamliel, who was the Nasi (prince), was asked a provocative

question by the Caesar:

"Why did your G-d take the rib from Adam while he was sleeping, as if stealing from him?" Rabban
Gamliel's daughter heard the question and requested her father's permission to respond.

She complained to the king, that the previous night some thieves entered her house and robbed a silver
plate. They left a gold plate in its stead. The king replied, "If only such thieves would come every night", to
which Rabban Gamliel's daughter responded: "This is precisely what the Holy One, blessed be He did.

He took a bone from Adam and replaced it with ¡awa (Eve), a mere bone received a precious woman
as a substitute.."

(To be continued)
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