
Halakha

Wearing Shabbath Clothes at a
Milah During the Nine Days

If a Milah takes place during the nine
days between Rosh ¡odesh Ab and Tish'ah
Be-ab, the custom is that the Mohel and the
father of the baby wear Shabbath clothes. The
same applies to the mother of the child.

There is the custom to be lenient and to
also allow the grandparents to wear Shabbath
clothes. The Sandaq (the one who holds the
child on his knees) also wears Shabbath
clothes. It is generally accepted that the
woman who brings in the child also wears
Shabbath clothes.

Even though we say that they wear
Shabbath clothes, it goes without saying that
they may not wear new clothes this time of
year.

(See Rama 551:1. Mishnah Berurah ibid, 3-4. Kaf Ha¥ayyim

ibid, Oth 6 & 7)
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Parashah

Ma¿¿oth: Your Word must Be Your Bond

d«¤U£r«©i ei ¦R ¦n ¬̀¥vI ©dÎlk̈ §M  F ®xä §C l ¥g©i `¬l He shall not desecrate his

word, in accordance with whatever comes out of his mouth
shall he do (Bamidbar 30:3).

The students of Ribbi 'Aqiba needed money so he
borrowed it from a Matron. In order to secure the loan, she
required that Ribbi 'Aqiba give G-d and the sea as guarantors
for the loan's timely repayment, to which he acquiesced.
When the time for repayment became due he fell ill and
could not go to her. So she went to the sea shore and said to
G-d that she had entrusted her money to Him and to the sea
and that since Ribbi 'Aqiba was ill, they were responsible.

G-d caused the daughter of the emperor to become
crazy and she took a box of treasures and threw it into the
sea. The sea brought it to the feet of the matron. When Ribbi
'Aqiba became well he went to her with the money he owed
her. She told him all that had transpired and took him to her
treasure house and gave him many gifts.

Why did G-d choose to repay the matron in this
manner? He could surely have simply sent an angel to throw
the money in her lap. The reason is that G-d acted, measure
for measure, in accordance with how Ribbi 'Aqiba behaved.
Ribbi Aqiba was known to always keep his word completely.
G-d, therefore, wished to fulfill the words of Ribbi 'Aqiba
exactly, and since He and the sea were the guarantors, He
caused the sea to return the money to her.

(See Benayahu, Parashath Ma¿¿oth. Ben Ish ¡ai Derashoth, Parashath Ma¿¿oth)
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When Do We Stand for the Elderly and Torah Scholars
At what point do we have to stand for an elderly person or Torah Scholar? The answer is, once they

enter the room in which you were sitting, if it is not clear to you that they will pass within four 'Ammoth, (some
six to seven feet), from where you are sitting, you must rise for them from when they enter the room. However,
if it is clear to you that they will pass within four 'Ammoth of you then you must not rise till they are in fact at
that distance from you and you may not sit again until they have passed from before you or sat down
themselves.

Even if one is studying Torah, he must rise for an elderly person or Torah Scholar, even if he is in
Synagogue, or in the middle of his prayers and this should be considered as honoring G-d Himself, as is
mentioned by Rabbenu the ¡ida.

If the elderly person or the Torah Scholar is blind G-d forbid and clearly doesn't see the honor being
accorded to him, we are still obligated to rise for him.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shana Beh, Parashath Ki The£ei, Oth Yod Gheemal and ¤eth Waw)

Receiving a Gift That Requires Shehe¥eyanu During the 22 Days
Since there are complications with the recitation of Shehe¥eyanu during the 22 days, what should one

do if one receives a gift during this period of time, of the type that would require the Berakha (blessing) of
Shehe¥eyanu?

In such a case, to avoid having to recite Shehe¥eyanu, one should have the intent to not actually take
possession of the item till after Tish'ah Be-ab (9th of Ab). In this way, according to all opinions, one does not
have to say Shehe¥eyanu at that time.

Nevertheless, it is appropriate to avoid using the item till after Tisha'ah Be-ab. The reason being that if it
was used before Tish'ah Be-ab, when one comes to use it after Tish'ah Be-ab it will no longer be new and one
will have lost the opportunity to recite the blessing of Shehe¥eyanu on it altogether.

(See Maamar Mordekhai [Eliyahu], Hilkhoth ¡aggim, 25:18)

Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe 'a"h

We Wear What We Are, Part 2
Ribbi  Yehoshua'  and  Ribbi  Eliezer  told Yoseph, the gardener from Ashqelon about the bright,  shining

spiritual  robe  that was his in the world to come, but that the border was missing. They asked him if he would be
able to do something worthy, which would earn the missing border.

After they left, his wife spoke to him, proving what we all know about the spiritual strength of women. She
suggested that her husband would sell her and give the money he receives for her in charity. Her husband was
worried what might happen to her if he did so, but she insisted that he would agree. Indeed, the person who bought
her attempted to have his way with her, but she resisted.

Yoseph the gardener and his wife cried out to G-d. A voice came from Heaven saying: "Yoseph, your robe is
now complete, but your wife's robe is even better than yours". The voice told him to go to a place where his father
had hidden a large sum of money, with which Yoseph was able to redeem his righteous wife and use the remainder
for Mi£woth and good deeds.

Our deeds determine the quality of the spiritual clothes we wear. These clothes reflect the level of purity and
caliber of our deeds. They say that clothes maketh the man, but when it comes to our spiritual clothing, "we wear
what we are"!

(See 'Od Yoseph ¡ai Derashoth, Te£aweh)
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