
Halakha

New Clothes and Shoes
One may not buy any garment that

requires the Berakha (blessing) of Shehe¥eyanu
from Rosh ¡odesh Ab, even if one intends to
wear them after Tish'ah BeAb. Some
Ashkenazim avoid purchasing them from the
17th of Tammuz.

If there is a need to purchase items that
do not require Shehe¥eyanu, however, such as
socks and undershirts, even though it is
preferable to purchase them before Rosh
¡odesh, they may be purchased even after Rosh
¡odesh Ab. They should not be worn, however,
till after the ninth of Ab.

Non leather shoes must be worn on
Tish'ah BeAb. If the only shoes that one has that
do not contain leather are brand new, they may
be worn for the first time on Tish'ah BeAb.
Ideally, however, they should be worn for the
first time on Yom Kippur.

(See Hikhoth ¡aggim - Maamar Mordekhai, ch. 25, Oth 34 and
35)
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Parashah

Pin¥as: Position Changes a Person
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a man over the congregation ... who may go out before them,
and who may go in before them, and who may take them out,
and who will bring them in (Bamidbar 27:16-17).

There appears to be unnecessary repetition in this
verse. There is a parable of a king who wished to place the
image of a face on top of a very high wall. The artisans did
such an impeccable job that it felt as if the only thing missing
was the image's ability to talk. After they placed it on top of
the high wall, however, because of the angle that a passer by
on the street would see it at, it appeared distorted from their
perspective and not the way it appeared when it was at their
level.

The ¡akhamim of Mussar explained that once
someone becomes appointed to be a leader, and is placed
above the others, he changes his ways. His behavior changes
and he often loses his honesty and straightness as well.

Now that Moshe Rabbenu, 'a"h, is appointing his
successor, he asks that he should appoint a man, who may
go out before them, meaning that before he was appointed he
was accepted in their eyes. And who may take them out
refers to the time after he will be appointed, that his position
should not change who he is or his ways.

(See Penei Dawid, Parashath Pin¥as)
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Leaving Bread on the Table for Birkath Hammazon (Grace after Meals)
Birkath Hammazon (Grace after meals when you eat bread), does a very great Tiqqun (rectification).

Therefore, ¡akhamenu z"l (our Rabbis of blessed memory) instructed us to leave some bread on the table
when we recite Birkath Hammazon.   The Zohar is also very strict about it.

The question is, what happens if one did not realize and finished all the bread on the table before
reciting Birkath Hammazon? In such a case you should bring a piece of bread to the table before Birkath
Hammazon. However, you should not bring a whole loaf just for the purpose of having it there for Birkath
Hammazon.

But if there is a loaf of bread on the table from the time you recited the Berakha (blessing) of Hammo£i
at the beginning of the meal, that is different, and in such a case it is actually preferable to have the complete
loaf on the table at the time of Birkath Hammazon.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shana Aleph, Parashath Shela¥ Lekh, Oth Geemal)

Why Is 'd (Heh) the Abbreviation for G-d's Name?

Why is the abbreviation of G-d's Holy Ineffable Name the letter Heh? In view of the fact that His Name
actually begins with the letter Yod, we should logically use a Yod as an abbreviation. In fact, the Heh is actually
the last letter of His Name.

Heh is the letter with which the world was created, as it says: Behibbar-am (when they [the contents of
the Heavens and the Earth] were created). Rashi says that by pronouncing it slightly differently we read it:
BeHeh Bera-am (with the letter Heh He created them). This is one reason for its importance.

Another explanation in Torah Lishmah is that the letter Heh is different from all the other letters of the
Hebrew alphabet. When you pronounce any other letter, you feel the letter on your lips or on your tongue, but
the letter Heh doesn't touch anything and is completely pure (because it is essentially only air).

This shows us the importance and uniqueness of the letter Heh and why it is the most fitting to be used
as an abbreviation for G-d's Ineffable Name.

(See Torah Lishmah, She-elah Taw Kaf Geemal)

Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe 'a"h

We Wear What We Are, Part 1
Ribbi Yehoshua' and Ribbi Eliezer met and angel carrying a bright, shining robe, a spiritual robe which

clothes the soul. However, the border was missing. Upon asking the angel to whom the exquisite robe belonged they
were told: "Yoseph, the gardener from Ashqelon".

Curious to meet the gardener who merited to receive such a robe, they travelled to Ashqelon. The entire city
came out to greet them and offered to host them. They insisted, however on going straight to Yoseph's house.

All Yoseph had to serve them when they arrived, were two loaves of bread and water. They asked him about
himself and he replied: "All I have is my garden". They wished to delve further and asked about his chidhood.

He shared with them that his father was one of the rich and important men in the city. When he passed
away, Yoseph lost all his money and was rejected by the people of the city. He decided to build his home away from
the city and planted his garden.

Now he spends his day working in his garden, spending 50% of his income on his personal needs and the
other half he gives in charity. The ¡akhamim revealed to Yoseph all they knew about his spiritual robe and asked
him if he would be able to do something worthy, which would earn the missing border.

(To be continued)
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