
Halakha

What Blessing on Vegetables Grown
in Water?

Nowadays, there are certain vegetables
such as lettuce, that are grown in water and not
in the earth, and are commonly found in our
supermarkets. Does the Berakha (blessing) of
Borei Peri Ha-adamah (Who created the fruit of
the earth) still apply, or, since it did not come
from the earth should another blessing
(Shehakol) be recited instead?

Even though the actual vegetable that
one is eating was grown in water and not in the
earth, nevertheless, the origin of the seed that
was used in its planting, was from the ground. In
view of that it is considered to be fruit of the
earth and the Berakha (blessing) of Borei Peri
Ha-adamah is recited as usual.

(See Ohr Le¢ion 2, 14: 13)
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Parashah

¡uqqath: Why is Lemor Stated Twice?
The first two Pesuqim (verses) of Parashath ¡uqqath

both contain the word Lemor (saying).
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Waydabber H' Il Moshe We-Il Ahraron Lemor and Zoth ¡uqqath
Hattorah Asher ¢iwwah H' Lemor (G-d spoke to Moses and
Aaron saying, this is the decree of the Torah that G-d
commanded saying). It seems unnecessary, so why is it
repeated?

One explanation is that it comes to teach us a lesson
about how to behave when it comes to the observance of the
commandments (Mi£woth). All the commandments that we are
obligated to perform, even though some may seem difficult or
harsh to us, should be performed as if they were sweet, because
of our love of G-d.

For example, when Abraham Abinu, 'a"h, who
epitomized loving kindness, was told to sacrifice his son to G-d,
the son he had waited for till he was 100 years old, despite the
intense difficulty that anyone would have in fulfilling this
commandment, he not only felt no sadness, but Razal (our
Rabbis of blessed memory) tell us that it was as if he were
walking his son to the ¡uppah. This is because it was a
commandment from G-d, and he was happy to do His will.

That is why Lemor is written twice. If the word is split
into two it reads Lo Mar (not bitter). This teaches us that we
should not feel bitterness or difficulty performing a Mi£wah that
goes against our nature. But rather, it must be sweet and
pleasant.

(See 'Od Yoseph ¡ai Derashoth, Parashath ¡uqqath)
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Not Leaving the Synagogue after Prayers While There Is Still a Minyan Present
You should not leave the Synagogue, if this is at all possible, till there is no longer a Minyan there. In

particular, you should not be the one to break the Minyan. This means that if there are only ten people left, you
should not be the one to cause the departure of the Shekhinak (G-d's Holy Presence), because the Shekhinah
departs when there is no longer a Minyan.

One might say that this is very difficult because nobody would leave and everyone would remain there. But
that will not happen.

The reality is that everybody is in such a rush in the morning, that in a short while there will no longer be a
Minyan. You should, if possible, wait for that moment and, in particular, not be the one to cause the departure of the
Shekhinah.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shana Aleph, Parashath Miqqe£, Oth Aleph)
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Making a Blessing over the Fragrance of Air Freshener or Perfume
In order to recite a blessing over a fragrance, the scent must be for the purpose of smelling and not for

the purpose of masking a bad smell or the like. In addition, the fragrance must emanate from some substance
and not just be a scent without a source.

As such, one does not recite a blessing over air freshener since it is used to mask bad odors. (If it was
purchased for the purpose of smelling and reciting a blessing, and not in order to mask a smell, then one
would say the blessing of Borei Minei Besamim over it).

One recites a blessing over perfume that is in a bottle, since the fragrance originates from the perfume
itself and is used to provide a pleasant scent. If one pours the perfume onto one's hand, one recites the
blessing as long as the hand is still wet from the perfume. If, however, the hand has dried, one cannot recite
the blessing since there is only the scent that remained but without the substance from which it emanated. It
should be noted that there are those who are of the opinion that, nowadays, one does not recite a blessing over
perfume, but the Ohr Le¢ion rules as mentioned above.

(See Shul¥an ‘Arukh 217: 2, 3. Ohr Le¢ion 14:35)

Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe 'a"h

Mother-in-law, Daughter-in-law (Part 2)
We, as wives and daughters-in-law, must always seek to display positive emotions and love towards our

mothers-in-law and do whatever is in our power to get rid of any ill feelings which bring about animosity. If our
in-laws upset us or cause us grief, we must try to forgive them. Just as you forgive others, Hashem will forgive
you too.

Try to remind yourself that the man you married is, to a large extent, a product of your mother-in-law,
his mother. Instead of putting down your husband's parents, if an argument or disagreement arises, (like telling
him: "you have temper just like your dad"), find an opportunity to tell him that his parents did a great job
raising such an outstanding upright individual like he is. Why not tell your in-laws what a great job they did
bringing up such a son and awesome husband?

My dear friends, our husband is one of the most important people in our lives. Witnessing us develop
feelings of appreciation, affection and closeness with his parents, our in-laws, will elicit from him appreciation
towards us. Treating his parents with respect, will enhance our relationship with him and deepen our bond. Isn't
this the dream of every woman?
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