
Halakha

Lekha Dodi and Boee Kallah
What would Friday night (Qabbalath

Shabbath) services be without the reading of
Lekha Dodi, which was written by ¡akham
Shelomo Alqabe£, 'a"h?

The truth of the matter is that Rabbenu
the Ari z"l, doesn't even mention this hymn and,
in fact, there is no obligation to recite it.
However, the custom has become, among the
Jewish people, to recite Lekha Dodi on Friday
night.

The portion that is said at the end of
Lekha Dodi, however, Boee Kallah, Boee Kallah,
Boee Kallah Shabbath Malkethah, is different.
The source for this is the Gemara of Shabbath
as well as the Tiqqunei HaZohar. And according
to Rab Ari z"l, we actually accept Shabbath
when we say the words Boee Kallah.

Maran Yoseph Karo z"l, says in the
Shul¥an Arukh, that we accept Shabbath with
Mizmor Shir Leyom Hashabbath. One possible
reason for this difference may be that at the time
of Maran z"l, the teachings of Rab Ari were not
yet widely accepted.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shana Beth, Parashath Wayyera, Oth Heh)

Parashah

Qora¥: What Qora¥ Took That Was Bad
g ©x ½w g ´©T ¦I ©e And Qora¥ took (Bamidbar 16:1).

What did Qora¥ take? In the Gemara of Sanhedrin
(109b) it states that he took a bad bargain for himself. In 'Od
Yoseph ¡ai Derashoth, ¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim, 'a"h, says
that this is puzzling. What is this bad bargain that he took for
himself and whom did he take it from?

He answers as follows. The reason that someone who
is wealthy is called xiyr 'Ashir (rich) in Hebrew, is to teach us
that money on its own harms a person. However, if a person
uses it also for the purposes of the next world, which is
referred to in Hebrew as yi Yesh, the money he possesses will
not harm him in any way. Money only harms if a person
spends for the pleasures of this world. That is why the the
first and last letters of the word 'Ashir in Hebrew create the
word rx Ra' (bad), and the middle letters make the word yi

Yesh which, as we have mentioned, refers to the world to
come.

Since the word Yesh separates between the first and
last letters which form the word Ra' (bad), it teaches us that
if a person spends for the purposes of the world to come, no
harm will come to him when he spends for the needs of this
world. Qora¥, despite his enormous wealth, did not spend for
the world to come.

(See 'Od Yoseph ¡ai Derashoth, Parashath Qora¥)
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Paying a Workman in Advance for a Discount
Are you permitted to pay a Jewish workman in advance so that he will give you a lower price than the

one he would ordinarily have charged?

Paying someone before he starts a job is actually considered to be a loan. The reason for that being
that if the workman should decide not to do the work for the one who hired him, then he would owe that
money to him, and thus it would be considered a loan. And since it is a loan for which he is getting benefit (a
lower price), it is a form of interest and is forbidden.

This only applies in a case where he hasn't yet started the work. However, if the workman would start
working on the job at the time he was paid, then it is permitted, because it becomes obvious that the money
paid is for the work in hand and not a loan.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Beh, Parashath Wa-eth-hannan, Oth Yod Geemal)

Saying Shehakol on a Fragrance
The Shul¥an 'Arukh states that if one makes the Berakha (blessing) of Borei Minei Besamim over any

fragrance (even though this may not be the specific blessing for that particular fragrance) one will still have
fulfilled his obligation. Therefore, if one is uncertain which blessing should be recited over a specific fragrance,
the blessing of Minei Besamim should be said.

The Mishnah Berurah mentions that there are some A¥aronim who are of the opinion that if the blessing
of Shehakol were recited over a fragrance, one will have fulfilled his obligation after the fact. However, the
Maghen Gibborim is of the opinion that Shehakol cannot be used for a fragrance at all, but applies exclusively
to food and drink.

The Ben Ish ¡ai states, however, that if one recited the blessing of Shehakol on a fragrance, instead of
’A£ei, ’Isbei or Minei Besamim, he has fulfilled his obligation.

(See Shul¥an ‘Arukh 216:2. M.B. ibid, 13. Ben Ish ¡ai, 1st year, Parashath Wa-eth-¥annan, 9)
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Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe 'a"h

Mother-in-Law, Daughter-in-Law (Part 1)
It seems to me, that if one searches through a book for jokes about mothers-in-law and

daughters-in-law, one would find a wealth of jokes on this topic. This relationship is often complex and
sensitive, though it does not necessarily have to be this way.

How do our Rabbis of blessed memory view this delicate relationship? What is their outlook and advice
on this issue?

¡akham Yosef ¡ayyim, 'a"h, writes in his holy work Laws for Women (Qanun Il Nisa), that we, as wives
and daughters-in-law, must always seek to display positive emotions and love towards our mother-in-law. We
should diligently do whatever is in our power to get rid of any hatred or ill feelings which bring about animosity.

Our Rabbis of blessed memory instruct us, that it is our holy duty to respect our in-laws. An essential
attitude is that of forgiveness. At times, it may happen that our in-laws upset us or cause us grief. Try to
forgive them and remind yourself that just as you forgive others, Hashem will forgive you too.

(To be continued)

 Sponsorships available. Contact:Watch Much More at www.NonstopTorah.com

http://www.NonstopTorah.com

