
Naso: The Strength of a ¡akham to
Raise the Torah of Others
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d«¤i §d«¦i And all Terumah (offerings) of all holy items of
the Children of Israel, which they shall bring to the
Kohen (priest), will be his (Bamidbar 5:9).

The term Kohen can also apply to an
important ¡akham who dedicates himself to the
study of the Torah, just as the priest dedicated
himself to serving in the Temple.

People sometimes do Torah and Mi£woth
(good deeds) which are too weak to ascend to the
place on high where they do their Tiqqun
(rectification) because they are simply too weak.
However, if they connect with the Torah and
Mi£woth of an important person, he has the ability
to raise their Torah and Mi£woth together with his.

This can be compared to an ocean liner
which has the power to pull along in its wake any
other small row boats around it. Since the ¡akham
is responsible for getting them to their intended
destination, he also gets a reward for it.

This Pasuq (verse) can thus be read: All
Terumah (which is the Torah), of all holy items of
the Children of Israel (which are their Mi£woth),
which they shall bring to the Kohen (a great
¡akham who will raise theirs together with his), will
be his (that is to say that he will also receive a
portion in the reward for their Tiqqun).

(See Ben Ish ¡ai Derashoth, Bamidbar 5:9)

Halakha

Can Min¥a and 'Arbith be Prayed During the
Same ime Period?

The Shul¥an 'Arukh states that on Friday night,
'Arbith (the evening prayer) is prayed earlier than it is during
the week. The Mishnah Berurah comments that, if 'Arbith is
prayed before sunset, it is not appropriate to pray Min¥a in
the same time period, i.e. between Pelagh Hamin¥a (which is
1 1/4 Halakhic hours before sunset) and sunset, but should
be prayed earlier. This is the custom prevalent in many
Ashkenazi communities.

¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim, 'a"h, writes in Ben Ish ¡ai
that nowadays the common practice, even on weekdays, is
to pray both Min¥a and 'Arbith, one immediately following
the other, together after Pelagh Hamin¥a (in the same time
period). This ruling applies to both weekdays and Friday
evening and is the common practice for Sephardim.

He adds, however, that this is only acceptable when
praying in a Minyan. If one prays Beya¥id (by himself) at
home, if he prayed Min¥a after Pelagh Hamin¥a, he must
wait till nightfall before praying 'Arbith. Since the custom on
Friday evening is to pray 'Arbith before nightfall, one who is
praying by himself must pray an early Min¥a, before Pelagh
Hamin¥a.

Women, he rules, are exempt from this restriction,
and those women who pray Min¥a and 'Arbith, may pray
both together after Pelagh Hamin¥a.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh 267:2. Mishnah Berurah, ibid, 2. Ben Ish ¡ai, Yr. 1, Parashath

Wayaqhel, Oth 7)
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Eating Bread at the Sea Shore
If someone wishes to eat bread but the only water available is sea water, may it be used for Ne¿ilath

Yadayim (the ritual washing of hands)?

The Shul¥an 'Arukh states that water that is salty, smelly or bitter, to the extent that a dog would not
drink it, is unfit to be used for Ne¿ilath Yadayim, even though it may be used for Tebila (ritual immersion). As
such, one can not use sea water for Ne¿ilath Yadayim.

If one has the opportunity to boil the water first, it then becomes fit for a dog to drink and, as such, can
be used for Ne¿ilath Yadayim when it cools down. It is preferable however to immerse both hands in the sea
instead, if this is possible.

If neither possibility is an option, one should use the sea water as it is and do Ne¿ilath Yadayim from a
vessel. However, no Berakha should be recited and one must cover one's hands with a cloth while eating.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh 140: 9. Ben Ish ¡ai, yr. 1. Parashath A¥arei-moth/Qedoshim, Oth 13. Kaf Ha¥ayyim 140, Oth 42)

Baking Meat and Fish Together in an Oven

The Shul¥an 'Arukh states that one may not eat meat and fish together because it is considered
dangerous to one's health. The Rama adds that, a priori, they should not be roasted together either.

Meat and fish may not be baked uncovered in the same oven. The reason for this being that when two
different foods are baked in the same oven at the same time, each food absorbs taste from the other food.

As a result, if meat and fish were baked together in an oven, and both of them were uncovered, they both
become forbidden.

(See Shul¥an ‘Arukh, Yoreh De’ah 116: 2)
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Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h

True Modesty and Real Greatness - Part II
We mentioned that When one performs a Mi£wah or a good deed, one should be careful not to publicize it. If

one does, one sends the message, that the purpose in doing this meritorious deed was to be honored by those around
him. One must act modestly, to the extent, that one must even avoid telling one's friend: "I went to a wedding to fulfill
the commandment of making the bride and groom happy".

One example of this was ¡akham Shim'on Aghassi, 'a"h, who was one of the Torah giants of Babylon in
recent times. He was also a close friend of ¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim, 'a"h, the Ben Ish ¡ai. When the latter passed
away, ¡akham Shim'on was appointed to his position. Despite his extraordinary spiritual greatness, he was not initially
known in the community to be a Torah scholar. It only became revealed after ¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim's passing.
¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim, 'a"h, appeared to him in a dream and requested that he would give a Hesped (eulogy) for
him. It was only then, that people realized the level of his Torah learning. Until that time, many, including his
neighbors, knew him as a simple merchant and business man, like the rest of his family members.

After ¡akham Shim'on Aghassi, 'a"h, passed away, even more facts about him came to light. He was a
shining example of how one should do the Mi£woth and follow the path of the Torah in humility. Every thing he did
was in complete modesty, yet no one knew that he epitomized true modesty and real greatness.
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