
Bamidbar: the Essence of the
Jewish People

i©pi ¦q x¬©A §c ¦n §A d²¤WnÎl ¤̀  'd  x ¥̧A ©c §i ©e And G-d spoke to
Moses in the wilderness of Sinai (xacna ipiq).
(Bamidbar 1:1).

The Gema¿ria of the words Bemidbar Sinai
equals 378 which is the same numerical value as
the word Beshalom (in peace). This comes to
show that from when Bene Yisrael left Egypt
there was constant strife until the time they
arrived in the wilderness of Sinai when they were
at peace with one another, as it says: And Israel
encamped [using the word Wayyee¥an in the
singular] in front of the mountain.

In addition, in Gema¿ria the word
Bamidbar has the same numerical value as
Abraham, which is a total of 248. This comes to
teach us that in the merit of Abraham Abinu,
'a"h, G-d gave us the Torah. In Midrash
Tan¥uma it says that Haqqadosh Barukh Hu
(the Holy One, blessed be He) chose the Jewish
people because of their quality of humility, which
they merited to receive on account of Abraham
Abinu, 'a"h, who said, "I am dust and ashes".

From this we see that the essence of the
Jewish people, and the key to their success, are
the qualities of unity and humility.

(See Na¥al Qedumim, Parshath Bamidbar)

Halakha

Torah Study on the Night of Shabu'oth
According to the holy Zohar, the Torah study that one

does all night on the night of Shabu'oth crowns the
Shekhinah (G-d's Holy Presence) with 24 items of jewelry in
preparation for the giving of the Torah during the day of
Shabu'oth.

Many have the custom of listening to Torah lectures
on the night of Shabu'oth. Others prefer to study Gemara.
These are the prevalent customs in Ashkenazi communities.
According to the Qabbalah, however, one should only learn
the special Tiqqun that was made for the night of Shabu'oth
which is in accordance with Rabbenu the Ari, z"l.

It includes excerpts from the Torah, Nebi-im
(Prophets) and Kethubim (Writings), as well as the Taryagh
Mi£woth (613 commandments) and Zohar. One should not
make any change to the order of the reading nor add to or
subtract from it, because there is a Sod (secret) attached to
it. This is the custom of Sephardim as well as those
Ashkenazim who follow the Sod.

Women have no obligation, whatsoever, to stay up
learning on the night of Shabu'oth. If they wish to go and
study Torah (Tanakh) and the like, there are differing
opinions as to whether or not it is considered praiseworthy. In
any case, if the family will be negatively affected, they should
definitely not do so.
(See Rab Pe'alim, 1, Ora¥ ¡ayyim, Sod Yesharim, 9. Ben Ish ¡ai, Yr 1, Bamidbar, 4.

Kaf Ha¥ayyim 494, Oth 6. Mishnah Berurah, ibid, 1)

5 Siwan 5776/Jun 11 16’ Parashat Bamidbar  xacna zyxt  5776

For the ‘Ilui Neshamah of
Rabbanith Ruth Menashe, ‘a”h.

d"r ,daed` za zex



Shehe¥eyanu by Men and Women on Yom Tob
When making Qiddush on the night of Shabu'oth (in the Land of Israel, or both nights outside the Land of

Israel), the Berakha (blessing) of Shehe¥eyanu is recited during the Qiddush.

There is a difference of opinion as to when women light the candles for Yom ¤ob, whether they should
also recite the blessing of Shehe¥eyanu at the time of lighting, or not. While, it is common  that women do recite
the Berakha of Shehe¥eyanu, there are those who do not.

¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim, 'a"h, says in Ben Ish ¡ai that the custom in their city is that the blessing of
Shehe¥eyanu is recited by the women when they light the candles for Yom ¤ob, whenever there is a
Shehe¥eyanu in the Qiddush.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Aleph, Parashath Bammidbar, Oth Aleph)

SSS

Why Some Erroneously Believe Shabu'oth Is a Lesser Holiday
It behooves us to mention that, unlike Pesa¥ and Sukkoth, Shabu'oth does not have popular rituals like

dwelling in booths or reciting the Haggadah en famille and banishing leaven from the house.  There are many
among the Jewish people who wrongfully assume, apparently because of this, that it is a holiday of lesser
importance. In fact, the opposite is true.

Shabu'oth is one of the most important holidays in the Jewish calendar, and it celebrates that which

make us all Jewish – the receiving of our Holy Torah. In addition, the second day of Shabu'oth, for those of us

who live outside the Land of Israel, is greater than the second day of Yom ¤ob of Sukkoth and Pesa¥. As such,
the day should be sanctified with the study of the Torah.

Not only that, but the Isru ¡agh (the day after the Holiday) of Shabu'oth is, likewise, greater than the the
Isru ¡agh of the other Mo'adim (Holidays).

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Bamidbar, Oth Zahn)

Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h

True Modesty and Real Greatness
One of the most well known phrases in the Torah is: How goodly are your tents O Jacob, your dwelling

places O Israel (Bamidbar 24:5). This phrase is commonly cited in praise of the modesty of the Children of Israel,
since it reflects the way they camped with the opening of their tents not facing the others' openings.

There are many facets to the quality of modesty. I would like to expound on one, which is not normally
discussed. ¡akham Sasson Mordekhai Moshe, 'a"h, writes in Qol Sasson, that one important area where we
display modesty, is in our service to G-d. When one performs a Mi£wah or a good deed, one should be careful
not to publicize it.

If one does, one is sending the message, that the purpose in doing this meritorious deed was to be
honored by those around him. One must act modestly, to such an extent, that one must even avoid telling one's
friend: "I went to a wedding to fulfill the commandment of making the bride and groom happy".

(To be continued)

=> Watch an inspiring video on this topic by Rabbi Ya’aqob Menashe, `"hily,at:

http://www.nonstoptorah.com/video/walking-g-d-contrary-times
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