
Parasha

Qedoshim: Why Specify One Who Is
Deaf?

W ½¥x ¥g ĺ¥N ©w §zÎ` «l Do not curse the deaf
(Wayyiqra 19:14). Why does the Torah tell us
not to curse the deaf as opposed to simply
telling us not to curse at all? We learn a Qal
Wahomer, that if the Torah instructs us not to
curse one who cannot hear the curses (and,
therefore, is not upset or offended by the
degrading words), how much more so should
one not curse one who hears the curses and
becomes embarrassed or angry on account of
them!

Additionally, this commandment comes
to train the individual not to become
accustomed to speaking improperly to others.
The prohibition, according to Rabbenu Be¥ayye,
is not on account of the one who hears the
curses but because of the one uttering them.
And if he becomes accustomed not to speak
inappropriately in the presence of one who is
deaf, we can be certain that he will be even more
careful in the presence of one who can hear
what he is saying.      That is why the Torah
specifically speaks about one who is deaf
because it automatically includes all others.

(See Rabbenu Be¥ayye, Parashath Qedoshim)

Halakha

If You Correct a Friend, Can You Still Count
with a Blessing?

As we know, once it is past sunset, one who says
"Today is X days of the 'Omer", can no longer count that
night with a Berakha (blessing). What if someone counts
incorrectly, for example saying, "Today is the fourth day of
the 'Omer", whereas really it was the fifth, and his friend
standing next to him heard him count incorrectly and said to
him "Fifth day", can this friend count for himself now with a
Berakha?

It says in Ohr Le-¢ion that according to the ¤az, even
though the Shul¥an 'Arukh states that if one is asked how
many days of the 'Omer it is, one should respond by saying,
"Yesterday was such and such", nevertheless, if one were to
mention the actual day saying, "Such and such day" without
saying the words, "Today is", one has not yet fulfilled one's
obligation of counting the 'Omer and can still count that
night with a Berakha. There are dissenting opinions,
nevertheless, he states that the Halakha is that one can still
count with a Berakha.

As such, in our case, if the person merely corrected
his friend by saying the number of the day, but without
saying "Today is", he can count subsequently for himself,
with a Berakha. However, in view of the fact that there are
dissenting opinions, one should be careful, even when
correcting one's friend, to only say, "Yesterday was such and
such day".

(See Ohr Le-¢ion 2, 16:3. Kaf Ha¥ayyim 489, Oth 53)
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Confusion in Counting the 'Omer
We said previously that a person must know before saying the Berakha (blessing) how many days of the

'Omer it is.

If a person was mistaken, however, about how many days of the 'Omer it was when he started the

Berakha – for example, he thought it was ten days of the 'Omer and he started reciting the Berakha. Then when

he came to the point where he has to say the amount of days of the 'Omer, he suddenly remembered that it was

in fact eleven days of the 'Omer and correctly counted for the eleventh day of the 'Omer, is his count valid or

must he do it over? The answer is that he does not repeat the blessing again.

(See Orah ¡ayyim Haggadah, Hilkhoth Sefirath Ha'Omer, Oth ¤eth Zahn)

Opening in Competition with Another Jew

If a person wishes to open a store in a certain area where there already is an existing store in the same

line of business, he is permitted to open his store next door to the existing one. This is not considered to be

Hassaghath Gebul (encroaching on the other person's territory).

A person is permitted to lower his prices vis-a-vis what others in the trade are charging, and the others do

not have the right to complain about this. However, if a Jew does work for a non-Jew, it is forbidden for another

Jew to offer do the same work at a lower price, so that he will get the job instead of him.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, 1st. year, Parashath Ki Thabo, Oth 11)
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Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h
Because of the Advice of a Wise Woman

it says in Pirqei Aboth (the Ethics of the Fathers, 2:8): The more counsel, the more understanding – the
more charity, the more peace. The following story from the Yalqut is mentioned in Me'il ¢edaqa written by ¡akham
Eliyahu Hakohen, 'a"h.

A pious individual, who was married to a righteous woman, lost all his money. One day, when he was
plowing the field, he met Eliyahu Hanabi, zl"t, who was disguised as an Arab. Eliyahu Hanabi told the man that
he can grant him seven good years. He asked the man if he would like them immediately or at the end of his life.
This pious individual, who assumed that this man was nothing more than a magician, tried to send him away.
After the "Arab" insisted three times, the man replied that he would consult with his wife. When he told her what
transpired and asked her advice, she replied: "Let us have the seven good years now!"

The man advised Eliyahu Hanabi what the decision was, to which Eliyahu Hanabi replied: "Return home
and you will find the blessings awaiting you there". Upon his return he met his children who, while digging the
ground, found a large sum of money, sufficient to sustain them for seven years. The man thanked the Holy One,
blessed be He for the good that He bestowed upon him.

(To be continued)
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