
Halakha

Going up to the Torah on
Shabbath: Order of Importance of
the Qomoth ('Aliyoth)

The order of importance of being called
up to the Torah (the 'Aliyoth) on Shabbath is as
follows:

 According to the Pesha¿, the most
important is Shelishee (the third portion).
However, according to the Sod (the Qabbalah),
the most important is Shishee (the sixth). After
that the order is, Shelishee (third), Kohen (first),
Lewi (second), Rebee'ee (fourth), Hamishi
(fifth), and Mashlim (seventh).

Mashlim, which is the seventh portion of
the reading on Shabbath is actually the lowest
one, even though it has a Qaddish. In fact, even
though it is very popular with mourners, the
most beneficial Qomah ('Aliyah) for a mourner
to go up for is Maf¿ir, especially if it one of the
special readings that we have during the year.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Parashath Toldoth, Shana Beh Oth Yod Zahn &
Oth Kaf Aleph)

Parasha

A¥arei Moth: Eating Blood Harms One's
Character

¼̀ e ¦d m´C̈ ©A  »xÜÄ ©d W¤t́¤pÎi ¦M For the soul of the flesh is in the
blood (Wayyiqra 17:11).

The Ramban mentions reasons why we are
forbidden to eat blood. One reason is because blood is the
soul (life) as is mentioned in this verse. We saw with
Adam that he was only permitted to eat fruit and
vegetation and that all living creatures were forbidden to
be eaten. It was only at the time of Noah that permission
was given to eat animals because the animals were saved
in the merit of Noah. Even so, he was only permitted to
eat the body and not the soul.

Another reason is that blood is the animalistic soul
and it is improper for us to mix the animalistic nature with
ours. We, the people who received the Torah, are
commanded to nurture our nature to become soft and
merciful. Eating blood would cause cruelty and an
unrefined nature just like the animalistic soul. This is
especially true since blood is not like other foods which
change in the process of digestion, but its nature remains
the same.

(See Rabbenu Be¥ayye, Parashath A¥arei Moth)
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Bowing When You Hear 'Alenu Leshabbeya¥, Even If Not Praying
In 'Alenu Leshabbeya¥, when we come to the phrase, We-ana¥nu Mishta¥awim Lifneh Melekh Malkhei

Hammelakhim Haqqadosh Barukh Hu (And we bow before the King of kings, the Holy One Blessed be He), we
must actually, physically bow as we recite those words.

Even though we only bow when we actually recite that verse, nevertheless, if somebody who has
already prayed walks into the Synagogue at the moment when the congregation is saying that phrase in 'Alenu
Leshabbeya¥ and bowing, he must also stand and bow with them.

This is because we do not want someone else who might be watching them to think, that the reason
why he is not bowing is because, G-d forbid, he is denying what we state in 'Alenu Leshabbeya¥.

(See 'Od Yoseph ¡ai, Ki Thissa, Oth Kaf Beh)

Writing the Contents of the Tefillin in the Correct Order
Tefillin contain the following four Parashioth (sections from the Torah):

1. Qaddesh Li

2. Wehaya Ki Yebiakha

3. Shema' Yisrael

4. Wehaya Im Shamowa'

These sections must be written in the above-mentioned order. If they were written out of order they
become Pasul (unfit for ritual use).

In addition, the Parashioth for the Tefillin Shel Yad (Tefillin worn on the arm) should be written before
the sections for the Tefillin Shel Rosh (the ones worn on the head.) However, if they were not written in that
order, after the fact (Bedi'abad) they may still be used.

(See Shul¥an ‘Arukh, 32:1 with Rama)

Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe 'a"h

Daughters of the King, Every One of Us. Part 2
Drawing attention to our outside appearance sends a message that we consider our body to be superior to our soul.
Our essence is Penima, within, and our beauty is illuminated from within.

King David completes the verse with how a Jewish woman, a princess should be dressed: Mishbe£oth Zahab
Lebushah her clothing is of wrought (beaten) gold. The attire of a Jewish woman, a daughter of a King must be regal,
compared to the glorious clothing of the Kohanim (Priests).

My dear friends, let us stand in front of the mirror and examine ourselves and how we dress; "Do I look like a
regal queen, do I present myself in a respectable manner like a priest in the Beth Hamiqdash?". Let us all – each of us,
at our very own personal level – make a commitment and go one step higher in how we dress.

It is difficult to do, but let us consider what we can improve. If you wear mostly pants, choose one day a week
to wear skirts or dresses. If you only wear skirts and dresses, do they cover the knees even when seated? If you wish
to focus on your arms, are they covered till past the elbows? For others, a step higher may be wearing less tight
clothing. If you are married, consider if your head covering is as modest as it should be. I know how challenging it is. I
also know the immense blessings and holiness every small victory generates.
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