
Halakha

Studying the Laws of Pesa¥ 30
Days Before the Holiday

Thirty days before Pesa¥, one should
inquire about the Halakhoth (laws) of Pesa¥. We
learn this from the fact that Moshe Rabbenu,
'a"h, explained the laws pertaining to Pesa¥
Sheni (which takes place one month after
Passover) on Pesa¥ (Passover) itself.

From this, there are those who learn that
the laws of all Holidays must be learnt a month
before the Holiday, whereas others say that this
only applies to Pesa¥. Pesa¥ has an additional
reason as to why one must study one month in
advance, and that is because its laws are
complex and numerous.

Even though the Gemara (Talmud) also
mentions that one must give Derashoth
(homilies) from a month before Pesa¥, the
Shul¥an 'Arukh (Code of Jewish Law) does not
mention this aspect. The custom nowadays is
that the Derashoth are given on Shabbath
Haggadol (usually the Shabbath before Pesa¥)
when the Rabbis of the communities expound on
the Holiday and then give Halakhoth (laws)
pertaining to Pesa¥.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh 429: 1. Mishnah Berurah. ibid 1,2. Kaf
Ha¥ayyim ibid, 1,2)

Parasha

Parashath ¢aw: Only Studying Torah for its
Own Sake

d ¸̈c §wF «n Ál©r  d ¿̈lr«d̈ `e´¦d d®l̈r«d̈  z ©xFY z`¬f Zoth Torath Ha'Olah Hee
Ha'Olah 'Al Moqdah (This is the law [Torah] of the elevation
offering [Wayyiqra 6:2]), this is the elevation offering on the
fire). Why is the word 'Olah (elevation offering) mentioned
twice?

There is a story in Ben Ish ¡ai Derashoth about a
¡akham who once entered a Beth Midrash where the students
were arguing points of Gemara with acuity and excitement. He
realized that their studies were not Lishmah (for the sake of
learning) but for the purpose of winning the argument. So he
said to them, "I see that this Beth Midrash is filled with Torah".
The students were delighted because they thought that he was
praising them.

When he saw that they did not understand his meaning
he said, "You should know that when Torah is learned for its
own sake, it goes immediately up to Heaven. That is why Torah
is referred to as fire, because the nature of fire is to constantly
rise. But if the learning is not done for the sake of the Torah
then it remains in the Beth Midrash. That is why I stated that this
Beth Midrash is full of Torah". The students were embarrassed
by his words.

We can translate the Pasuq verse above as follows: Zoth
Torath Ha'Olah can be translated as meaning "which type of
Torah is the most elevated (choicest)?" The answer is Hee
Ha'Olah, which can be read to mean "the one that rises and
does not remain below". From this we see how important it is to
study Torah Lishmah (for its own sake) and not for any ulterior
motive, whatever it may be.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai Derashoth, Parashath ¢aw)
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Smelling ¡a-me£ on Pesa¥

If someone walks in front of a non-Jewish bakery on Pesa¥, (non-Jewish because a Jewish bakery will
be closed), where they are baking bread and cakes and the like, he must not smell the aroma of ¡a-me£
emanating from that bakery.

How do we understand this? If you are sitting on a bus and you are unaware that it will pass a non
Jewish bakery and, without warning, you smell the bread, have you committed a transgression? No, because
this does not refer to unintentional smelling but means that you are not supposed to go past a bakery with the
intention of smelling that bread on Pesa¥, and if the smell catches you by surprise you should move away from
it and not get pleasure from it.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Parashath ¢aw, Shanah Aleph, Oth Heh)

666

Answering Qaddish after Starting the Min¥a 'Amidah

During the Min¥a prayer, if someone started the first verse, Hashem Sefathai Tifta¥, but had not yet
started the first blessing of the 'Amidah, and heard a Qaddish, Qedusha or Barkhu, he should answer them.
After answering he should then repeat the Pasuq (verse) of H' Sefathai Tifta¥, and continue with the 'Amidah.

Even though this Pasuq is considered part of the 'Amidah, we cannot make a comparison between it
and the first Yihyoo Lera£on that we say at the end of the 'Amidah, before which we may not answer the
above-mentioned items. The reason being that till one says the verse Yihyoo Lera£on the 'Amidah has not
ended and it would be a Hefseq (interruption). In the case of the opening verse, H' Sefathai Tifta¥, however,
since we have not yet recited any of the blessings, answering is not considered to be an interruption.

As such, after answering, we simply start the 'Amidah again from H' Sefathai Tifta¥.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, 1st year, Parashath Wayyaqhel, Oth 10)

      Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe 'a"h

Daughters of the King, Every One of us
(Contd. from last week)

Drawing attention to our outside appearance sends a message that we consider our body to be superior
to our soul. Our essence is Penima, within, and our beauty is illuminated from within.

King David completes the verse with how a Jewish woman, a princess should be dressed: Mishbe£oth
Zahab Lebushah her clothing is of wrought (beaten) gold. The attire of a Jewish woman, a daughter of a King
must be regal, compared to the glorious clothing of the Kohanim (Priests).

My dear friends, let us stand in front of the mirror and examine ourselves and how we dress; "Do I look
like a regal queen, do I present myself in a respectable manner like a priest in the Beth Hamiqdash?". Let us all –
each of us, at our very own personal level – make a commitment and go one step higher in how we dress.

It is difficult to do, but let us consider what we can improve. If you wear mostly pants, choose one day a
week to wear skirts or dresses. If you only wear skirts and dresses, do they cover the knees even when seated? If
you wish to focus on your arms, are they covered till past the elbows? For others, a step higher may be wearing
less tight clothing. If you are married, consider if your head covering is as modest as it should be. I know how
challenging it is. I also know the immense blessings and holiness every small victory generates.
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