
Wayyiqra:How to Bring G-d Closer to us
d«©l  oÄ §xẅ m²¤M ¦n ai ¬¦x §w©iÎi «¦M m À̈c ῭' When a man from

among you (Mikkem) brings an offering (Yaqrib) to
G-d (Wayyiqra 1:2). The word Mikkem (from
among you) seems superfluous. The following
parable will give us an insight to better understand
this Pasuq (verse).

A man went to a store to buy a mirror. The
store owner showed him a beautiful one but the
customer glanced at it and immediately said that he
was not interested. When asked why, he responded
that there was a very odd picture in it. He saw an
image of a man who was disheveled, with messy
clothes and dirt on his face. That was because he
saw his own reflection. The storekeeper said to him,
"You foolish man. The ‘picture' that you see is a
reflection of yourself. If you go and tidy yourself up,
the picture will improve accordingly".

The moral is that the way that G-d deals
with us is the way that we deal with Him. If we follow
His instructions and go down the right path, He
deals with us accordingly. If, however, we do not do
that which He asks, then G-d does not deal with us
the way we wish. This is an explanation of the verse
Ani Ledodi Wedodi Li (I am for my beloved and my
beloved is for me) the amount of attachment that I
have to G-d is the attachment that G-d has to me.
We can now read our verse, "When a man wishes to
bring himself closer (Yaqrib) to G-d , the extent to
which G-d comes close to him comes ‘from you'
(Mikkem)". There is a direct correlation between
how close you come to G-d and how close He
comes to you.

       (See 'Od Yoseph ¡ai, Parashath Wayyiqra)

Does Shipping Mishlowa¥ Manoth Before
Purim Qualify If it Arrives on Purim

We know that on Purim we have to send Mishlowa¥
Manoth (gifts of food) on the day of Purim itself. There is an
interesting She-elah (question) in Torah Lishmah. The question
is, what happens if somebody wishes to send Mishlowa¥ Manoth
to a person in another town and sends it before Purim to arrive
on Purim itself. Has the person fulfilled his obligation of giving
Mishlowa¥ Manoth on Purim?

The answer is that it depends on a difference of opinion
that exists. There is one opinion according to the Terumath
Hadeshen that says that the reason for Mishlowa¥ Manoth is
that so there will be Harwa¥a (comfort). The second opinion,
according to the Manoth HaLewi, is that it is to increase Shalom
and Re'uth (love and friendship) amongst the Jewish people.
This is because Haman Harasha' slandered us by saying 'Am
Meforad Umefuzzar Bema¥loqqeth (a dispersed people who are
constantly at odds with each other). So the reason for giving the
Mishlowa¥ Manoth, is to show that the opposite is true, that
there is brotherly love and friendship amongst us.

If we follow the first opinion, it would appear that since
you are bringing comfort on Purim, you have fulfilled your
obligation. According to the second opinion, however, (and it
appears that the Rama follows the second opinion), if the
purpose is to show brotherly love and friendship on Purim, then
you are not fulfilling your obligation, because you sent it before
Purim.     So it seems from this Teshuba, that if you need to
send Mishlowa¥ Manoth to somebody who is far away, even
though there is an opinion that you can rely on, wherever
possible, you should also give locally, on the day. That way you
fulfill the obligation according to all opinions.

(See Torah Lishmah, Orah ¡ayyim, 188)
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Women and Parashath Zakhor

According to many authorities, the reading of the Parasha of Zakhor, Remember what 'Amaleq did unto
you, is an obligation from the Torah (as opposed to from the Rabbis). So every man must ensure that he finds
a Minyan where it will be read.

There is an opinion that women are obligated to hear the reading also, and this is the custom followed by most
Ashkenazim. Sephardim follow the opinion that women are not obligated to hear the reading, even though they
have an obligation to "remember". If a woman does come to hear it, she should have in mind that she is not
taking it upon herself as a Neder (vow), so that she will not obligate herself to hear it the following years.

If she does hear the reading, however, she will get a reward for doing so, as one does in every case
where one is not obligated to perform a commandment but still does.

(See Shul¥an ‘Arukh, 685:7. Kaf Ha¥ayyim, ibid, 30. M.M. Hilkhoth ¡aggim 62: 12, Torah Lishmah 187)

SSS

Can You Give Mattanoth La-ebyonim to Just One Poor Person to Share with
Another?

On Purim we are obligated to give Mattanoth La-ebyonim, (gifts for the poor) to at least two poor people.
What if two poor people approach you, and you only have a large bill in your pocket? Can you give the bill to one of
them saying, "I want you to split this in two. You keep half and your friend keeps half". If you do so, have you
fulfilled the Mi£wah of Mattanoth La-ebyonim (giving charity to two people)?

The answer in Torah Lishmah is, as it tells us in the Gemara of Pesa¥im, Ein 'Osim Mi£woth ¡abiloth, (you
cannot do Mi£woth in packages), but rather, they have to be done individually.

So even if two poor people come up to you and both stretch their hands out, hoping to receive something,
giving it in one package as it were to one person, does not work. But rather, you have to change the money, and
give to each of them individually.

(See Torah Lishmah, Orah ¡ayyim, Oth Qof ¢ahd)

      Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe 'a"h

Daughters of the King, Every One of us

As Purim draws near, the image of the heroine of the Purim Story, Esther the queen, is what comes to
mind and stands out. Little girls are fascinated by the role of a queen or princess. The crown, scepter, and
glamorous royal clothing captivate their hearts.

Perhaps it would be appropriate to explore the outlook and the role of a princess from a different
perspective. If you were asked to define yourself with a one or two word phrase, what would you choose? I would
suggest Bath Melekh (daughter of a King). King David wrote in Tehillim (45:14), about the essence of a princess:
Kol Kebudah Bath Melekh Penima. All the honor of a princess lies within.

We are composed of two opposing elements, body and soul. The body gets its importance by serving as
a dwelling place for our holy Neshama, our soul. While the outside world emphasises our external appearance,
the Torah view is the opposite, and focuses on the internal.

(To be continued)
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