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Te£awweh: the Final Temple Will
Stand Forever
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ci «¦nŸ And they shall take for you pure olive oil,
pressed for the illumination (Kathith Lammaor), to
kindle the light perpetually.

The Torah is likened to oil. Through the
study of the Torah, Benei Yisrael (the Children of
Israel) will merit the Geullah (redemption). The
word Kathith (pressed) hints at the two Temples.
The Gema¿ria (numerical value) of the word
Kathith is 830, which is the total amount of
years that the two Temples stood. The first stood
for 410 years and the second stood for 420
years.

Through the study of the Torah they will
be rebuilt and become Lammaor (for
illumination). However, unlike the first two
Temples which were destroyed, the third Beth
Hamiqdash (Temple) will stand forever. A hint to
this is seen in the words Leha'aloth Ner Tamid -
to kindle the light 'perpetually'.

(See Kether ¢addiq, Parashath Te£awweh)

Halakha

Waiting for Those Who Pray a Long 'Amidah
If there are (10 or more) individuals who finished their

silent 'Amidah very fast, they may not start the repetition of
the 'Amidah but must wait for the rest of the congregation.

This is probably the origin of the custom of waiting for
the ¡akham of the congregation before starting the
repetition. However, the Rabbi should not draw out his prayer
unnecessarily or, if he does, he should give instructions to
the congregation not to wait for him.

In a case where there is no Rabbi present at the
Minyan, or he has instructed them not to wait for him, the
question is, when the ¡azzan finishes his silent 'Amidah, can
he begin the ¡azarah right away, or does he need to wait for
those who are taking a long time to finish their silent
'Amidah?

The answer is, if the people are taking an
extraordinary amount of time in reading their silent 'Amidah
with great intent, he does not need to wait. However, if the
¡azzan finishes fairly fast and there are many there who are
reading the 'Amidah silently, quietly, word by word, not
rushing, but not taking an extraordinary amount of time
reading it, in such a case, the ¡azzan must wait for those
who are reading it word by word, to finish.
(See Ben Ish ¡ai, 1st year, Parashath Terumah, 10. Kaf Ha¥ayyim 124: 3 Oth 12.)
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The Best Place to Stand and Appropriate Behavior During Birkath Kohanim

When the Kohanim bless the congregation, the congregation should face the Kohanim, but should not
look at them or at anything else. Rather, they should have their eyes closed and their minds should be on the
Birkath Kohanim and should not wander.

One who stands behind the Kohanim or to their sides is not included in the Berakha (Blessing). In order to
be included in the Blessing, you need to stand in front of them. While directly in front is best, if that is not
possible, one who stands in front of them but to the sides is also included in the Berakhah.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shana Aleph, Parashath Te£awweh, Oth Yod ¤eth)
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Saying the Weekday 'Amidah on Shabbath
During the Arbith of Friday night, if someone who is saying the 'Amidah by mistake says the week day

'Amidah, and then remembers in the middle of one of the blessings that he is saying the wrong 'Amidah, he
should complete that particular Berakha (blessing), because, the blessings for the weekday, are relevant to
Shabbath even though, we don't say them. Then when he has completed that Berakha, he goes back to the
beginning of the portion for Shabbath, which in the case of Friday night is Attah Qiddashta.

The same rule applies also to Sha¥arith and Min¥a of Shabbath. If a person accidentally started the
'Amidah of the weekday, he should complete the Berakha that he was in when he realized, and then go back to
the beginning of that day's portion.

The exception to the rule, however, is Musaf. In Musaf, you may not continue the Berakha, but rather,
must stop immediately where you remember that you are saying the wrong 'Amidah and go back right away to
the portion for Shabbath in Mussaf.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shana Beh, Parashath Wayyera, Oth ¡eth)

Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h

Modesty in Speech and Silence
Modesty is such a powerful trait that we are told that a modest woman has the capability to atone for her

household through her modesty.

Modesty, is an all encompassing topic which affects many dimensions of our behavior. I would like to touch on
the aspect of modesty in speech. The Ben Ish ¡ai in his work Laws for Women advises the women not to reveal her
husband's secrets to any human being - including her own parents, children and even best friends. He guides the
women to refrain from telling their parents unnecessary information about their in-laws and their daily lives and, of
course, never to criticize or put them down in any manner.

¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim, 'a"h, compares speech to salt - when in moderation it improves the flavor of food,
when used excessively it spoils the entire dish. He reminds us that it is in women's nature to talk and therefore the
Ye£er Hara' is there, ready to make us stumble. We require extra care to watch ourselves and guard people's secrets
within us. In his unique way of transmitting information he says, "A woman, whose heart is too narrow to hold secrets
has a wide and long tongue, but the one whose heart is big and wide will have a short and narrow tongue".

My dear friends, please remember that modesty is our kingdom. The more in charge we are of all its different
aspects, the more blessings we bring into our home and dear families.
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