
Parasha

Beshalla¥: 300 Plagues on Account
of 300 Children
It says in Parashath Beshalla¥:

:m¦i «ẍ §v ¦n  u ¤x ¤̀ ¥n  l ¥̀ ẍ §U¦iÎi«¥p §a  Elr̈ mi ¦W ªn£g«©e

Wa¥amushim 'Alu Bene Yisrael Me-ere£ Mi£rayim,
(And the children of Israel were armed when they left
the Land of Egypt).

  Ribbi Aqiba says that the Egyptians were smitten
fifty times in Egypt, and two hundred and fifty times
at the sea for a total of 300 times. Par'oh (Pharaoh)
as we know became a leper, as it says about him
Wayamoth Melekh Mi£rayim, (And the king of Egypt
died), because being a leper is considered as being
dead. He had slaughtered every day a hundred fifty
Jewish children in the morning and a hundred fifty in
the evening, to bathe in their blood supposedly to
cure him of his leprosy.

¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim a"h writes in Addereth
Eliyahu, that the slaughtering of the three hundred
babies a day is what caused the early exodus from
Egypt, and the three hundred times that the
Egyptians were smitten was on account of the three
hundred children a day that were slaughtered. The
word Wa¥amushim is made up of the letter Waw
which has the numerical value of six, and ¡amushim
which can be read as "¡amishim" (fifty). Six times
fifty is three hundred. And it is because of these three
hundred children that died every day, that we left
Egypt as early as we did.

(See Addereth Eliyahu, Parashath Beshalla¥)

Halakha

The Fruits of ¤U Bishba¿ and the Jewish
People

There are three types of fruits, and we should attempt to
eat some of each type on ¤u Bishba¿. The Jewish people are
hinted at in these three types of fruit.    The first type are fruits
that are eaten in their entirety, such as grapes and figs. They
represent people who do Teshubah Mi-ahaba (repent out of
love), which is the highest level of repentance. Their sins, as a
result of their returning to G-d, are considered as merits,
because the peel which represents one's sins, are eaten together
with the fruit which represents one's good deed.

Then there are fruits which have a hard pit inside (which
also represents the sins), and are surrounded by the fruit, such
as dates and olives. This is likened to someone who repents out
of fear, and whose sins are considered as if they were done
unintentionally. That is why the fruit covers the pit to symbolize
the good covering the bad.       The third type of fruit is one
which has a thick and inedible peel, such as a pomegranate.
The peel, which represents one's sins, covers the flesh of the
fruit, which represents one's good deed, symbolizing that the
bad overcomes the good. This is a person who sinned
deliberately (Be-mezid) and did not repent.

When the Torah mentions the seven species that the
Land of Israel is praised for, all these three types of fruit are
included and are considered as one package. The pomegranate
is mentioned between the other two types. This comes to show
us that it is a great Tiqqun (rectification) for those who found
their way to repent, to guide those who have not yet done so, to
find the right path to return.

(Dabar Be'itto, 2, ¤u Bishba¿)
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Walking on Snow on Shabbath

The Shul¥an 'Arukh (Code of Jewish Law) prohibits crushing snow or hail on Shabbath. This means
that they may not be broken into little pieces so that the water will flow out from them. (This is different to a
case of placing them in a glass of wine or water where they will melt by themselves, and which is permitted).
However, walking on snow and trampling it underfoot is permitted.

This is so, even though the snow will become squashed and might melt, because it is not the person's
intention to melt the snow when he walks on it, and it is also not certain that it will melt. In fact, even in places
where there is a substantial amount of snow which covers all open areas, even though it is certain that walking
on the snow will cause it to melt because one's shoes are damp, it is nevertheless still permitted, because we
have no other option.

(See Shul¥an ‘Arukh, 320: 9, 13. Ben Ish ¡ai, 2nd year, Yithro, 11)

Does the Blessing on Bread Cover Unexpected Foods?
There are those who are of the opinion that if, after one has said the blessing of Hammo£i on the bread and

started the meal, someone sends him food as a gift from another house, even if it is the type of food that is
ordinarily eaten with bread, unless he eats it together with the bread he has to recite another blessing on that

particular food.

But there are those who say the opposite. They are of the opinion that when a person starts his meal his

intention is to include anything that is brought to him during the meal and, as such, his original blessing covers it all.

To avoid being in a situation that we are doing the wrong thing according to at least one of these two
opinions, the solution is to  have in mind when making the blessing on the bread, wine or fruit, that it includes any
food item that may be brought, even by someone who comes from another place, even if it is unlikely. Even it was a

gift and even if it came from far away.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Aleph, Parashath Naso, Oth Yod Beh)

      Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe 'a"h

Musical Instruments as an Expression of Women's Faith
What would you have done if you were witnessing the splitting of the Red Sea? How would you have reacted?

What did the Jewish women do? How did they react when they witnessed this awesome miracle?

Miriam the prophetess... took the drum in her hand and all the women went forth after her with drums and with
dances. They all followed with enthusiasm. Their leader Miriam, took their tambourines and sang and danced. They
praised Hashem, thanking Him for the great wonders and their salvation.

The immediate question one may raise is, from where did they have musical instruments, such as drums and
tambourines, in the middle of the desert?

You may well know that the women intentionally and consciously took the musical instruments with them out
of Egypt. They expected to see the miracle of salvation. They knew that Hashem would save them from the hands of
the Egyptians. In fact, they demonstrated the highest level of Emunah (faith) according to the Ben Ish ¡ai. Openly
and publicly they made their point: "We were prepared to sing with our tambourines. We had full confidence in
Hashem".

My dear friends, we should remember to emulate the Jewish women at the Red Sea. We should all nurture and
strengthen our trust in Hashem. By adopting this quality we will remove worry from our heart and acquire the
tranquility of the soul.
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