
 Halakha

If You Missed the Friday Night Meal
On Shabbath we are obligated to eat

three Se’uddoth (meals), one at night and two
during the day. (This is apart from the fourth
meal which we eat on Mo£ei Shabbath - after
Shabbath is over).

Occasionally it may happen that, for
reasons out of one's control, one was unable to
eat a meal on Friday night (perhaps he had to
rush his wife to hospital for a delivery that
occurred earlier than was anticipated, and so
on). In such a case, we still have to eat the three
meals on Shabbath. This is done by eating three
meals on the day of Shabbath, instead of two.
Each meal (including the make up meal) must
be eaten with bread.

Similarly, if one were unable to eat the
evening meal on a holiday (Yom ¤ob), it must
be made up during the day. (Two meals are
eaten on holidays, unless they fall on Shabbath,
in which case it is three).
(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Beh, Parashath Wayyera, Oth Yod ¤eth)
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Parasha

Parashath Ki The£e: Building Fences Around
Ourselves

It says in Parashath Ki The£e: z̈i¬¦Ur̈ §e W ½̈cg̈  z ¦í ©A Æd¤p §a ¦z i³¦M

L®¤B©b §l d ¤w£r«©n If you build a new house, you must make a fence for

your roof.

This can be understood on a different level. The
month of Elul is a time for introspection and Teshubah
(repentance). Our bodies are like the house in which the soul
dwells. Someone who repents properly becomes a new entity
– a new house for the soul.

The danger that anyone who repents faces, is the
prospect of regressing. The best advice one could give
someone who repents correctly not to regress, is to build a
fence for the roof. Our ¡akhamim made fences for us
around the Torah, by forbidding us to do something which is
similar to a Torah prohibition but, nevertheless, permitted by
the Torah, lest we should inadvertently come to do that
which is forbidden by the Torah. We, in turn, should go one
step further and make additional fences for ourselves by
building fences to forbid even that which was permitted by
the ¡akhamim.

In this way, if a person stumbles and transgresses one
of his self built fences, he does not transgress an actual law
from the Torah or the ¡akhamim, but only the fence that he
built for himself.

(See Addereth Eliyahu, Parashath Ki The£e)
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If a Blessing Said on Your Behalf Was Not Done Correctly
When a group of people eat bread together, and only one person actually recites the blessing, when

saying the blessing on behalf of all those at the table he must be particular to have in mind that his blessing
includes all those at the table who are going to eat the bread. He must also say it out loudly and clearly so
that they can hear every word.

For this reason, there are those who have the custom of saying, before reciting the blessing, that they
intend to include the others with their blessing. Those who are at the table must also have the intent that his
blessing includes them too, and must reply Amen after the blessing.

In view of this, if one of those at the table notices that the one who is reciting the blessing is not
reciting it correctly, or fears that he does not understand that he has to have everyone else in mind, he should
recite the blessing himself, on his own piece of bread. However, he should do this quietly, so that the host will
not notice and become offended.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, 1st year, Parashath Emor, Oth 9)

A Pidyon Habben That Falls on Shabbath
It is a commandment upon every man to redeem his son if he is a first born of the mother, unless either

parent is Kohen or Lewi. The Pidyon (redemption) must be held on the 31st day and not before.

The redempton is made with coins or other vessels that have the silver content of 5 holy Sheqels. If the
31st day is Shabbath then the Pidyon is delayed to the following day (Sunday). The Pidyon may not be
performed on Shabbath, even if using a vessel, because it resembles a business transaction.

Even though there is an opinion that when the 31st day is Shabbath, if the baby is more than 29 days,
12 hours and 40 minutes old on the Friday preceding it, the Pidyon can be made on that Friday, others,
including the Maghen Abraham, reject this because a month as stated in the Torah is 30 days and therefore,
the Pidyon cannot be till the 31st day.

If the Pidyon was performed on a Friday under these circumstances, it should be made again after
Shabbath, but without the blessings.

(See Shul¥an ‘Arukh, Yoreh Deah 305: 11. Ma¥aziq Berakha, Oth 15. Shul¥an ‘Arukh, Ora¥ ¡ayyim 339: 4. Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid, Oth 55)

Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h
Can We Give Empty Packages as Gifts?

Hakham Sasson Mordechai Moshe, tells us a parable about a king whose subjects came to his palace bearing
gifts. Some brought leather bottles filled with wine, oil and honey. Others brought boxes full of silk and embroidered
clothing. However, there were those who brought leather bottles and boxes which were completely empty inside.

Our Tefilloth (prayers) and words of praise to our Creator are likened to presents. Our bodies are merely the
containers. The intent of the heart is the gifts within the containers and can be likened to the wine, oil and honey.

What is the most important element of a gift? Is it the container or the content? Obviously it is the content, yet
there are those who come to pray and only bring their bodies with them. Their hearts are somewhere else.

Our Tefilloth (prayers) should be poured out from the depths of our hearts. How can we ask our Merciful Father
in Heaven for livelihood, success, health, good children and so on, if there is no feeling attached to the words that come
out of our mouths?

We must praise Him for all the blessings He has bestowed upon us which we so often take for granted, such as
our eyes, ears, feet and hands, feel what we are saying. We must ensure that the containers of the gifts we bring Him
are full of the wine, oil and honey and He desires.
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