
 Halakha

Avoiding Legal Dealings from Rosh
¡odesh Ab

It says in the Gemarra of Ta'anith that if
we have a court case or legal dealings with a
non Jew, it should be postponed. One opinion is
that it should be postponed till Rosh ¡odesh
Elul, whereas another opinion is that it should be
postponed till Tisha'h Be (the 9th of) Ab.

The accepted custom is to follow the
second opinion and to postpone it till after the
tenth of Ab. This is particularly true since the
15th of Ab is a day of great happiness. As our
Rabbis of blessed memory tell us, there were no
days for the Jewish people, the like of the 15th
of Ab and Yom Kippur.

And, in particular, we have a concept
that, in holy matters, once we increase we do
not decrease. As such we do not wait till the
month of Elul, but only till after the 10th of Ab.
(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Aleph, Parashath Debarim, Oth Aleph)
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Parasha

Pin¥as: Why the Extra Harsh Language
Towards the Midianites?

:m«z̈F` m ¤zi ¦M ¦d §e mi®¦pï §c ¦O ©dÎz ¤̀  xFxv̈ Harass the Midianites and smite
them. What is the necessity to say harass them when the Pasuq
(verse) anyway says smite them? Furthermore, why is it that
when the Egyptians enslaved the Jewish people and slaughtered
their children, G-d commanded us not to hate them, yet,when
dealing with the Midianites who did not enslave Israel nor raise
their hands against them, we are commanded to harass them
forever and smite them?

¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim, 'a"h', in 'Od Yoseph ¡ai
explains that even though the Egyptians enslaved and afflicted
us, the final result was the purification of the Jewish people,
which was only possible through the affliction. The Midianites,
on the other hand, caused impurity to be infused into the
Jewish people through their idolatry and immoral practices.

This can be compared to a snake and a leech who were
discussing. The snake complained to the leech that they both
have a similar "professions", that of biting humans. Yet human
kind wish to crush the head of the snake but are willing to spend
money to buy the leech. The leech explained that the difference
is that even though they both bite humans, the leech is used to
let blood from the sick and heal them. The snake, however,
infuses its poisonous venom into the one it bites.

An additional reason is that the Egyptians wished to
harm the Jewish nation physically, whereas, the Midianites gave
physical pleasure to us which caused great spiritual harm.

(See 'Od Yoseph ¡ai Derashoth, Parashath Pin¥as)
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Must Qiddush Be Made Where There Are Shabbath Lights?
Qiddush, of course, must be made Bimqom Se'uddah, (where one is going to eat). The question is, does

Qiddush also have to be Bimqom Ner (where the Shabbath lights are lit)?

The answer is that there are those who require it, whereas others say that Qiddush and lights are not
connected and, as such, Qiddush can be made elsewhere. However, one must initially be concerned about the
opinion that requires it and only make Qiddush where Shabbath lights have been lit.

Indeed, this is the appropriate way to do it according to the Qabbalah. Only in a case of great need, or
where one has no choice should the lenient opinion be followed.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Beh, Parashath Bereshith, Oth ¤eth)
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Saying Shehakol on Bread on Someone Else's Behalf
If a person who is eating bread says the Berakha of Shehakol or Borei Minei Mezonoth or Borei Peri

Ha-adamah, instead of the correct blessing of Hamo£i, he has still fulfilled his obligation.

The complication arises when the person who says the wrong Berakha says it not only for himself, but
also on behalf of others who are at the same table. Do they also fulfill their obligation with the blessing he
recited instead of Hamo£i?

The answer depends on how they reacted when he recited the incorrect Berakha. If they accepted it and
still had their minds on the blessing he recited, then they fulfilled their obligation. If, on the other hand, when
they heard him say the wrong blessing, they stopped paying attention, then they did not fulfill their obligation.
The reason being that in order for someone else's blessing to cover another person also, both the one who
blesses as well as the one who hears, require the concentration of the heart (Kawanah).

(See Kaf Ha¥ayyim, 167, Oth 77)

      Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe 'a"h

Each of Us Is Unique and Important, Despite Our Failings
¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim 'a"h comments in his holy work "Addereth Eliyahu" that the name Yisrael

(Israel) denotes importance. It is only when we follow the path of the Torah and the will of Haqqadosh Barukh
Hu that we deserve this title "Yisrael".

When the Torah recounts the blessings which Ya'aqob Abinu 'a"h gave his children before he passed
away, we notice the uniqeness of each blessing, designed to meet the mission of each one of them. When we
examine each Berakha, we realize that the shortcomings of Reuben, Shimon and Lewi are clearly mentioned.
We can even find words of rebuke for his three elder children.

We might wonder what kind of feelings Ya'aqob Abinu had for these children. Were they considered
outsiders in the family? Is there any message for us to be learned? Clearly Ya’aqob Abinu did not consider
them outsiders and, indeed, there is a special lesson for us to learn.

(To be continued)
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