
Dancing from the 17th of Tammuz
Because of the calamities that befell the

Jewish people during the twenty two days from the
Seventeenth of Tammuz till the ninth of Ab, we
consider this time in the Jewish calendar to be a
time of mourning. As such, dancing is not
permitted for the entire period, starting with the
Seventeenth of Tammuz.

Even though Jewish people do not have
celebrations with music during this time of year, it
could be that Jewish musicians will be asked by
non-Jews to perform for them. It is appropriate to
inform them that they should not do so. However,
if they feel that it would cause resentment, or if the
musician really has nothing to eat, than he may
perform for the non-Jews in order to make some
money.

This applies to the period between the
Seventeenth of Tammuz and Rosh ¡odesh Ab.
However, from Rosh ¡odesh Ab on, and on the
Seventeenth of Tammuz itself, they must not do
so.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Aleph,Parashath Debarim, Oth Heh)

Asking a Non-jew to Effect a Transaction
on Shabbath

A Jew is forbidden from giving a non-Jew money during
the week in order to buy him something on Shabbath. Similarly,
a Jewish individual is forbidden from giving a non-Jew an article
any day of the week, including Sunday, if it is to be sold on
Shabbath.

If a Jew gives a non-Jew money to purchase something
for him, or gives him an item to sell on his behalf, and the
transaction can only take place on Shabbath, it is forbidden
even if he did not specify that it should occur on Shabbath.
Since the transaction has to take place on Shabbath because
there is no other day, it is as if he specified that it should be
done on Shabbath. Buying or selling in auctions or flea markets
and the like that are only open on Shabbath would fall into this
category and are forbidden.

In a case, however, where the non-Jew could effect the
transaction on a weekday or on Shabbath, and was not told to
conduct the transaction on Shabbath, but because it was
convenient for him conducted the business on Shabbath, it is
permitted, provided he was not told specifically to transact the
business on Shabbath.

The required conditions for such a transaction to be
permitted, then, are that:

1. the Jew must not specify that it is to be done on
Shabbath and

2. the non-Jew must have the opportunity to do it on
another day of the week.

(See Shul¥an ‘Arukh, 307:4. Kaf Ha¥ayyim, ibid, 20,24,25)
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Not Eating Meat and Drinking Wine During the Twenty Two Days
There are various customs regarding the prohibition of eating meat and drinking wine during the 22 days.

There are those who forbid it during the entire period, while others prohibit it for the week of Tish'ah BeAb (9th of
Ab) only. The prevalent custom, however, is to forbid it from Rosh ¡odesh (the 1st of) Ab Till Tish'ah Be Ab.

Ashkenazim forbid it from Rosh ¡odesh itself, whereas the prevalent custom amongst Sephardim is to
forbid it from the eve of the next day, but on Rosh ¡odesh itself it is permitted, since Rosh ¡odesh is an important
day.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Aleph, Parashath Debarim, Oth ¤eth Waw)
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Eating and Sleeping in Synagogue
We are not permitted to eat and drink in a Synagogue (this refers to a sanctuary and not adjacent rooms or

catering halls). We may not go into a Synagogue for a stroll either, or to get out of the rain or the heat because it is
air conditioned and the like.

Sleeping is not permitted in a Synagogue, even if it is a short nap. As such, if you see someone dozing off,
you must wake him up. This is especially true if it is during prayers or the Derasha (sermon) because this is even
worse since, by sleeping, he is preventing himself from studying Torah. As it says: one transgression drags another
along with it.

If, however, someone needs to the sleep in the Synagogue for some purpose connected with the Synagogue
itself, it is permitted.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shana Aleph, Parashath Wayiqra, Oth Geemal and Oth ¡eth)
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We Should Not Feel Despondent
The prophet 'Amos says: Could there be misfortune in a city, if Hashem had not caused it?

¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim 'a"h comments on this Pasuq, saying, that these words of the Prophet 'Amos
are words of consolation for the Jewish people. The prophet delivered this speech concerning this bitter Galuth
(exile) and the intensity of the hardships we face. He explains that our  Father in Heaven is likened to a loving
father, who punishes his child for his own good. The Holy One Blessed be He, punishes us, His beloved nation,
in order to prepare us to receive the good which is awaiting us in the future. Therefore, if something happens to
us, which we perceive as bad, we must realize that it is absolutely not bad, but rather a cause for something
good. The end result will prove the nature of the event.

My dear friends, let us take to heart the words of the Torah giant, the Ben Ish ¡ai. Whenever we feel
despondent about negative events either on a personal or a collective level, let us think about our loving Father
in Heaven, His love is unconditional and immense. All He wants, is to bestow kindness upon us.

May we merit to see the final Geullah (redemption) speedily in our days, Amen.
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