
Halakha

A Swing or Hammock Attached
to a Tree on Shabbath

One may not make use of a tree on
Shabbath for fear that we may come to break off
part of the tree. As such it is forbidden to lean a
ladder against the side of a tree and use it on
Shabbath. But the "sides of the sides" of the tree
are permitted. Therefore, if there is a hook or
handle attached to a tree from before Shabbath
and the ladder was attached to the hook, also
from before Shabbath, it is permitted to be used.

Similarly, a swing or a Hammock which is
tied directly to a tree may not be used on
Shabbath. However, if there is a hook or pole
attached to the tree and the swing or hammock
is attached to the hook or pole and not to the
tree itself, then it may be used on Shabbath.

Two conditions must be met, however.
Both the hook and the swing or hammock must
be attached from before Shabbath and the tree
must be solid so that it will not sway with the
weight or movement of the swing or the
hammock.

(See Shul¥an ‘Arukh, 336: 13. Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid, Oth 85.
Mishnah Berurah ibid, S.Q. 59)
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mz̈ŸxŸ «c §l  m ¤di ¥c §b ¦a  i ¥t §p ©MÎl ©r  z ¦vi ¦v  m ¤dl̈  EUr̈ §e

(And they shall make fringes (¢i££ith) on the corners of their
garments ('Al Kanfei Bighdeihem), for all generations).

A person must learn Mussar (an important lesson)
from this. People tend to be overly concerned, even obsessed
with their clothes. We wear all kinds of garments, one on top
of the other. Sometimes they are made from expensive fabrics
such as silk and embroidery. Very often people will pay
exorbitant sums for designer names. And despite the sums we
pay, these clothes cannot be worn two days in a row, but we
have to change them every day.

At the end of the day, after a long life, when a person
is laid in the grave, he wears only one single inexpensive
garment. And that garment remains on him for generations
and he does not change it. From this, a person must learn not
to chase after that which is unimportant and to control his
Ye£er (inclination). What must be of primary concern is to
look after the well-being of the soul, and not make the needs
of the body Iqqar (of primary importance) and the needs of
the Nefesh (soul) ¤afel (secondary).

The word ¢i££ith comes from the word Leha£i£ (to
look). The Kanfei Beghadim (corners) are the ends of the
garment. This comes to tell us that we must look at what the
value and importance of all these clothes really is – in the end.

(See Addereth Eliyahu, Parashat Shela¥ Lekha)
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Which Hand to Hold the Cup in
When holding the Kos (cup) for Birkath Hammazon one should hold it in one's right hand. Someone

who is left handed according to the Posqim, must hold it in his left hand which is the equivalent of the right
hand of a right handed person.

The Ben Ish ¡ai, however, states that it appears according to the Sod (Qabbalah) that even a left
handed person should hold it in his right hand, because this is not a matter of holding it in the stronger or
weaker hand.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shana Aleph, Parashath Terumah, Oth ¤eth Zahn)
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Taking on a Stringency of Keeping 24hrs Between Milk and Meat
A question is asked in Torah Lishmah about someone who had the custom of waiting 24 hours after

eating meat, before having any cheese or other dairy. In addition he also kept 24 hours after eating cheese
before eating meat. Is this ¡umra (stringency) one he should continue to keep?

The response quotes sources in the Gemara and the Ari, z"l. We do see from the Gemara of ¡ullin that
Mar Uqba's father kept 24 hours after eating meat. This only applies to cheese after meat and not the opposite.
Any day that the Ari z"l ate cheese he would wait till the night, before eating meat (but not 24 hours). It would
also appear that he did not keep more than this between meat and cheese.

After quoting several other sources including the Yerushalmi, Rama and Beth Yoseph, he concludes that
this stringency, which not even the Ari z"l followed, is inappropriate to keep.

(See Torah Lishmah, Yoreh De’ah, She-elah Rosh Yod Beh)
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And Yisrael Loved Yosef More than All His Children
Parents love all their children, but sometimes have a preference for one over the other, perhaps because

of their personality, or for some other reason. We must be very careful not to show any favoritism with any of
our children.

We are all familiar and intrigued by the story of Joseph (Yosef Ha££addiq 'a"h) and the coat of many
colors that was given to him by his loving father, Ya'aqob Abinu 'a"h (Jacob). Our Rabbis of blessed memory
extracted from this an important and essential rule in parenting: a person should be careful not to act in a way
that will create jealousy amongst the siblings in the family. They state that the multi-colored coat initiated the
process which eventually ended in the exile to Egypt.

Rabbenu the ¡ida (in Na¥al Qedumim) goes even further and says that all the four exiles were a result
of the preferential love of Ya'aqob Abinu to Yoseph, 'a"h. We are not attempting to analyze Ya'aqob Abinu's
actions, however, we can derive a lesson for ourselves as parents.

(To be continued).
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