
Halakha

Using a Door-knocker on
Shabbath

The Shul¥an 'Arukh states that making a
sound on Shabbath with a musical instrument is
forbidden. However, to knock on a door and the
like, which is not for a musical purpose is
permitted.

The Rama, however, adds that knocking
on a door with a door-knocker, even though it is
not made for musical purposes, is forbidden,
since it is an instrument made specifically for that
purpose. The Halakha for Ashkenazim, therefore,
is that it is forbidden to use a door-knocker on
Shabbath. (Using another device, such as a dead
bolt to knock with, would be permitted).

The situation is different for Sephardim.
The Ohr Le¢ion states that the intention of the
Shul¥an 'Arukh is in accordance with the Rif and
the Rambam, which is to permit the use of a
door knocker on Shabbath, even if it is not one
specifically intended for Shabbath use, since it is
not for a musical purpose. Sephardim, therefore,
may use a door-knocker to knock on a door on
Shabbath.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh 338:1 with Rama. Mishnah Berurah ibid, 2,
4. Ohr Le¢ion 39: 1.)

Parasha

Beha'alothkha: How to Elevate the Jewish
People

The Parasha of Beha'alothkha begins with the words:
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Beha'alothkha Eth Hanneroth(when you raise up the lights).

The elevation of the Jewish Nation in this world is
dependant on two things.

1. Faith in Hashga¥a (Divine Intervention). Belief that
the world does not just take its own natural course, but rather,
everything is under the control of Haqqadosh Barukh Hu, the
Holy One Blessed Be He, including nature. This includes all
aspects of life from financial matters to where a person lives
and where he walks.

2. Shalom and A¥duth (Peace and unity) and a
¡ibboor (connection) between all members of the Jewish
people. This does not only refer to people who are similar and
of the same social group and standing, but even the rich and
important must be connected to the poor and simple, or the
old with the young. This is how He created the world - that
each one requires the other.

The word BeHa'alothkha can be split into two words
"two" (a) and "raising" (jzlrd), as if to say that these two
things cause the raising of the candles (which allude to the
Jewish people).

(See 'Od Yoseph ¡ai, Parashath Beha'alothkha)
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Priestly Blessing: Calling and Responding to the Kohanim
Ashkenazim, outside the Land of Israel, only do Birkath Kohanim (the Priestly Blessing performed by the

Kohanim) on holidays. With Sephardim and Ashkenazim in the Land of Israel, however, the Kohanim go up every day.

We do not require a Sefer Torah to be present in order for the Kohanim to go up to the Dukhan, but rather,
wherever there is a Minyan (quorum) the Kohanim do the Birkath Kohanim. If there are two or more Kohanim present, the
¡azzan says "Kohanim" before they start their blessing, but if there is only one he starts by himself, without being called.

When he says the blessing as well as the three Pesuqim (verses) of the Birkath Kohanim, the congregation must
respond Barukh Hu Ubarukh Shemo as well as Amen. Even though there are those who say that the congregation does not
respond Barukh Hu Ubarukh Shemo, the custom is that we do.

The ¡azzan, however, should not answer Barukh Hu Ubarukh Shemo or Amen to any of the blessings of the
Kohanim. Although the primary reason for this is so that he does not become confused, nevertheless, even if he is certain
that he will not become confused, he should not answer Barukh Hu Ubarukh Shemo or Amen to any of their Berakhoth
(blessings).

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Aleph, Parashath Te£awweh, Oth Yod Geemal and Yod ¤eth)

Turning a Beth Midrash into a Synagogue
It is permitted to make a Beth Midrash (house of learning) out of a Synagogue. However, a Beth

Midrash may not be turned into a Synagogue. The reason for this being that the holiness of a Beth Midrash is
higher than that of a Synagogue and we have a concept that we can increase holiness but not decrease.

This applies to building a Synagogue that is used exclusively as a house of prayer with no Beth Midrash
for Torah study. If, however, the Synagogue which was built in the place of the Beth Midrash will also contain a
Yeshibah for the daily study of Torah, it is permitted to make such a Synagogue from a Beth Midrash.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh, 153: 1. Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid Oth 1 and 5)
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      Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe 'a"h

Prayer: the Vessel for Our Blessings
(Contd. from previous week)

"And there was no man to work the ground". Hashem was waiting for the prayer of Adam!

Only when he prayed for rain and acknowledged the fact that the actual growth of the vegetation is
dependent on the Al-Mighty, did it had happen. Moreover, even though the gift of the fruit trees, the grass and the
flowers was right there, it only broke through and became part of Adam's world, after he had asked for it.

The great sage, ¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim, 'a"h, expounds on this thought and poses the following question:
Doesn't the Al-Mighty know what our needs are and even better than we do? Why, then, do we need to pray?

We need to create vessels, he explains, to "hold" the blessings and the abudance that He wants to bestow
upon us. When a poor person asks for food, he must bring a vessel with him to place the food in. The letters of the
words of our Tefilloth have the power of creating such vessels and pipes through which an abundance of good will
flow. This clarifies why the Holy One Blessed be He desires the prayers of the righteous!

Let us pray, pray and pray.
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