
Halakha

Erasing Writing on One's Hand on
Shabbath

There are those who write notes and
messages on their hand. If someone does this
before Shabbath, he should remember to erase it
before Shabbath starts, because erasing is not
permitted on Shabbath.

If someone forgot to remove it before
Shabbath he is still permitted to wash for Hamo£i
(eating bread) on Shabbath, provided he pours at
least a Reb'ith* of water on his hand in one shot (or
immerses his hands in water that is fit for the ritual
immersion of hands), because the Shul¥an 'Arukh
states that when he washes in this way, he does not
need to dry his hands afterwards. Drying one's
hands with a towel would, of course, cause the ink
to be erased. However, there is an opinion that it is
better to wrap a piece of cloth around one's hands
where the letters are.

There is also an opinion that one is required
to dry one's hands even when immersing one's
hands or pouring a Rebi'ith in one shot. In view of
this, one should wrap a piece of cloth around it or
dry it in the sun or breeze, so as not to come to
erase the letters with a towel on Shabbath.
(*There are different opinions as to the quantity of a Reb'ith,
starting at 3 fl. oz.)

(See Kaf Ha¥ayyim 340: Oth 25. Shul¥an ‘Arukh, 158: 13. K. H.
ibid Oth 89. See also Ben Ish ¡ai, 2nd year, Tazriya' ¤aharoth,

Oth 12)

Parasha

Naso: Raising the Prayers of Others
Together with Yours
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Wiy¥onnekka (G-d will shine His Countenance upon you
and be gracious to you [Bamidbar 6: 25]). The Mefarshim
explain that Wiy¥onnekka means that you will find favor in
the eyes of G-d, and that He will grant you your desires.

A person who prays with great intent and holiness of
thought has the merit to pull along with his prayer the
prayers of others which get left behind and cannot make it
on their own steam to Heaven. This is in accordance with
what our Rabbis of blessed memory tell us, that when G-d
remembered Sara (Immenu 'a"h) to allow her to conceive,
other barren women were remembered along with her. The
same happened when Yi£¥aq Abinu, 'a"h, (Isaac) prayed
for Ribqa Immenu, 'a"h (Rebecca), that G-d remembered
other barren women who did not have enough merits to be
answered in their own right.

We can understand Wiy¥onnekka as meaning you
will find favor in the eyes of G-d to grant you your desires
and allow your prayers to raise and pull along with them
the prayers of others.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai Derashoth, Parashath Naso)
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Wearing Shoes and Socks
A person should not walk barefoot. The Gemara of Shabbath tells us that a person has to sell everything he

has in order to buy a pair of shoes, so that he doesn't go barefoot.

The Gemara of Pesa¥im mentions that a person who walks barefoot is considered to be excommunicated.
(According to the Sod [Qabbalah] we should not walk barefoot on the ground because the ground was cursed at the
time of Adam Harishon [Adam and Eve]).

In addition, you must not go without socks. It doesn't matter if it is cold or hot outside – you must always
wear socks, and especially when you are praying. Sometimes we see people who come to the Beth Kenesseth
(Synagogue) wearing shoes but without socks. This is not correct and Razal in Pesa¥im learn this from the Pasuq
(sentence) Hikkon Liqrath E' Yisrael prepare to greet your G-d, O Israel.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Aleph, Parashath Wayyishla¥, Oth Yod ¡eth)

Reading the Shema' Without the Appropriate Intent
When reading the Shema', the Shul¥an 'Arukh rules that the primary concentration is in the first Pasuq

(verse) which begins with the words Shema' Yisrael. Accordingly, if one read it without the appropriate intent,
he did not fulfil his obligation and must read it again. Even those who are of the opinion that the performance
of Mi£woth (commandments) does not require intent, agree that the proper concentration is required for the
first verse.

The Mishnah Berura writes that the same applies to the second verse, which starts with the words
Barukh Shem, that if it is read without the intent it must be repeated.

In Ben Ish ¡ai it mentions that there are those who are of the opinion that if the second verse is not said
with intent it must be repeated. He adds, however, that if one is repeating the verse of Barukh Shem, one one
must repeat it starting with the first verse of Shema' Yisrael, on account of Qabbalistic reasons to do with the
order.

(See Shul¥an'Arukh 63:4. M.B. ibid, 14. Ben Ish ¡ai, 1st year, Parashath Waera, 6)
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Prayer: the Vessel for Our Blessings
On the third day of Creation, we are told that the Holy One Blessed be He created the herbs, vegetation

and fruit trees. Later on, (Bereshith 2:5) the Torah states: "The shrubs of the field were not yet on the earth and
the herbs of the field had not yet sprung up".

Rashi comments and explains, based on the Gemara of ¡ullin, that even though the trees, the shrubs,
the herbs and all vegetation were created, their process of growth came to a halt. They all remained beneath
the surface of the earth, waiting to break through.

What were all the trees, shrubs and herbs waiting for? Why hadn't they all appeared above the ground?

"And there was no man to work the ground". Hashem was waiting for the prayer of Adam!

Only when he prayed for rain and acknowledged the fact that the actual growth of the vegetation is
dependent on the Al-Mighty, did it had happen.

(To be continued)
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