
Halakha

Appointing a ¡azzan With a Soft
Voice

When the ¡azzan reads the repetition of
the 'Amidah, everyone must be silent and
concentrate on the Berakha (blessing) that he is
reciting, and answer "Amen". In fact, if there are
not (at least) nine people paying attention to his
Berakhoth (blessings), it is almost certain that his
Berakhoth are considered to be Leba¿¿ala (recited
in vain).

The ¡azzan must raise his voice from the
beginning to the end of the repetition of the
'Amidah, so that he can be heard adequately. In
fact, when a ¡azzan has a soft voice it is
guaranteed that those farthest away from him
will not hear him correctly and the Beth Din
should remove him from this position.

As such, a congregation should never
appoint a ¡azzan whose voice is soft by nature.
Those who appoint such a ¡azzan will carry the
sins of the congregation, because, if for any
reason he is unable to read at his maximum
strength or volume, those who are further away
from him will be unable to hear.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Aleph, Terumah, Oth Aleph)

Parasha

Terumah: How Not to Lose Torah Knowledge
It says in Parashath Terumah:
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"And you shall make an Ark of acacia wood”. It says in
'Od Yoseph ¡ai, just as the Aron was the place where the
Lu¥oth Habberith (the Tablets of Stone, [which were the
Ten Commandments and effectively included the entire
Torah]), were kept and protected, so too, a person's heart
is the place where the Torah is kept and protected in a
person.

When the Torah is in our heart it is protected, and
no one can come and steal it from us. However, we have
the ability to lose it ourselves. How is that? This is done by
not reviewing the Torah and relying on the fact that there
are Sefarim (books), or perhaps computers, where we can
look up what we need to know. The problem with this
being that if we are unable to find it in the books, then that
Torah is lost to us.

So the only protection that we have to ensure that
the Torah is kept and protected in our heart, is to
constantly learn and review the Torah.

(See 'Od Yoseph ¡ai Derashoth, Parashath Terumah)
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Eating a Festive Meal on Friday Before Shabbath
Ordinarily, on 'Ereb Shabbath (during the day on Friday) we are not permitted to have a large meal of the

type that we would not normally have on a week day. This is so even on Friday morning, because it detracts from
the honor of Shabbath.

The exception is a Se'uddath Mi£wah (festive meal), however, which has to be held at that specific time. For
instance, when there is a Milah on that day, or a Se'uddah for Sheba' Berakhoth after a wedding, since in these
cases the meal must be on that day, it is permitted to be held then. This is so, even though the person may not be
able to eat the Friday night Shabbath meal with his usual appetite. However, the meal should be held as early as
possible and, in particular, before the 10th hour of the day.

If there is a Se'uddah for a Bar Mi£wah, which is actually held on the boy's 13th birthday, then it may also be
held on Friday during the day. So too a Se'uddah for a Pidyon Habben may be held then also, provided it is held on
the 31st day from when the boy was born.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shana Beh, Parashath Lekh Lekha, Oth Kaf Aleph)

Feeding Someone Else – Who Washes Whose Hands?
When someone eats bread he has to first make Ne¿ilath Yadayim (the ritual washing of hands) three

times on the right hand followed by three times on the left, according to Sephardim, or twice each according to
Ashkenazim.

When one feeds bread to another person, who is required to make Ne¿ilath Yadayim? The answer is that
the one who feeds others is not required to wash his hands, but the one who is being fed must wash his, even
though he does not touch the food with his hands. Similarly, when a person eats using cutlery and does not
touch the food with his hands, he must still do Ne¿ilath Yadayim.

One may not give bread to someone to eat, if one is certain that he has not washed his hands, because
of the prohibition of not placing a stumbling block before a blind person. This means that you may not cause
someone to sin because of his lack of knowledge and it also applies to helping someone to perform a
transgression that he would not have been able to do on his own.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh 163: 2, with Rama)

Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe

What it takes to save a nation
"And he brought up Hadassah..." (Esther, 2,7).

The word that is used in the Meghillah for bringing up can be translated as training. After Esther's parents passed
away, Mordekhai, the leader of the the generation, took upon himself to bring up his orphaned niece and train her. In spite
of his important and demanding role in the Jewish world, he invested in his "adopted" child.

Bringing up children involves continuous training and teaching. Our job as parents is to mold, refine and perfect
our children's character. It goes without saying that it is our personal obligation as well – conscious and continuous effort
must be made to polish our own character traits.

When Mordekhai heard that the two guards of the king plotted to kill King A¥ashwerosh, he told Esther. Esther
informed the king in Mordekhai's name. It might seem unimportant to specify the fact that Esther informed the king in
Mordekhai's name. A minute detail, with a powerful message. Esther, in her piety, made sure she mentioned Mordekhai's
name, in connection with the "latest news". She did not reserve the glory for herself. Our Rabbis of blessed memory tell us
that this seemingly unimportant act brought about the salvation of the entire Jewish nation!

This unbelievable outcome was a direct result of Esther's fine and polished character. Only a person with the
proper upbringing, based on the foundation of our holy Torah, can reach this level of sensitivity and consideration.Such a
person has the potential and the power of saving our nation..............And you can do it too!
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