
Halakha

Removing Cobwebs From the
House

It is appropriate to remove and clean
away cobwebs from one's house every
'Ereb Shabbath (Friday, during the day)
for Qabbalistic reasons. It says in the Kaf
Ha'¡ayyim, (the one by ¡akham ¡ayyim
Falagi, 'a"h), that it is appropriate to do so
before midday.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shana Beh, Parashath Lekh Lekha, Oth Yod
Geemal)
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Parasha

Mishpa¿im/Sheqalim: Why Proclaim the
Sheqel in Adar

:i ¦p«῭  oE¬P ©gÎi«¦M i ¦Y §r ©n«Ẅ §e  i ½©l ¥̀  ẃ ©r §v ¦iÎi «¦M Ædïd̈ §e “And it shall come
to pass when you cry out unto me, I shall hear, because I
am compassionate” [Shemoth 22:26]).

Prayer must be said in happiness. If a person prays
with joy, his prayer is accepted willingly (Bera£on).
Whenever the term Wehaya is used, it denotes happiness.
That is why when it says "And it shall come to pass
(Wehaya) when you cry out to me", we learn that when a
person cries out to G-d in prayer, his prayers will be
accepted.

This is why Razal said that on the first of Adar a
proclamation is made concerning the giving of the half
Sheqel (Ma¥a£ith Hasheqel) for the Beth Hamiqdash
(Temple). Maran z"l brought down as Halakha in the
Shul¥an 'Arukh, Mishenikhnas Adar, Marbin Besim¥a (from
when Adar starts, we increase our happiness). Since every
Mi£wah (commandment) performed with happiness is
accepted more readily, it is most important to perform the
commandment of the Ma¥a£ith Hasheqel (half Sheqel) in
the month of Adar when the Jewish people increase their
happiness. That is why the proclamation of the Sheqalim is
made on the first of Adar.

(See Addereth Eliyahu, Parashath Mishpa¿im)
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Does the ¡azzan Need to Wait for Those Who Finish the 'Amidah After Him?
Can the ¡azzan, when he  finishes his silent 'Amidah, begin the ¡azarah (repetition) right away

if there are nine others who have also finished, or does he need to wait for those who are taking a
long time to finish their silent 'Amidah?

The answer is, if the people are taking an extraordinary amount of time in reading their silent
'Amidah with great intent, then he does not need to wait. However, let us consider a situation where
the ¡azzan finished fairly fast and that there are many there, who are reading the 'Amidah silently,
quietly, word by word, not rushing, but not taking and extraordinary amount of time reading it. In
such a case, the ¡azzan must wait for those who are reading it word by word, to finish.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shana Aleph, Oth Yod, Parashath Terumah)

Not Praying in Vain
We are not permitted to utter a prayer in vain. A prayer over something that has already taken place, is

considered to be a prayer prayed in vain.

The Shul¥an 'Arukh (Code of Jewish Law) gives examples of this. For example, if one were to enter a
town and hear loud screams coming from within, one is not permitted to pray that those screams are not
coming from his house. This is because the deed has already been done and the screams are coming from
wherever it took place, whether from the person's house or somewhere else.

Similarly, if a woman is more than 40 days pregnant, by which time the gender of the baby has already
been determined, one cannot pray for it to be a boy or a girl. We cannot pray for some sort of retroactive
action to take place and change what has already occurred.

Instead, a person must pray for the future and thank G-d for what has taken place. For instance, a
person should pray that he will arrive in peace at his destination. And when he does, he must thank G-d for it.

(See Shul¥an ‘Arukh, 230: 1)

Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe

Faith: Our Strength
On Shabbath Sheqalim, the first of the four special Shabbaths, two Torah scrolls are taken out from the ark. We

read the Maf¿ir from Parashath Ki Thissa. It recounts the commandment of the yearly contribution of a half a Sheqel for
the purchase of the offerings in the sanctuary.

¡akham Sasson Mordekhai Moshe a"h writes that there is a hint here, connected to the fact that the Jewish people
were commanded to bring specifically half a Sheqel. A man is considered incomplete without his wife. According to the
holy Zohar, a husband and wife are two halves of one soul. They obtain perfection and completion when they get married.
Since only the men, and not the woman sinned in the sin of the golden calf, they alone had to bring a half a Sheqel as an
atonement for their sin. Men representing half of a whole were, therefore, commanded to bring specifically the amount of
half a Sheqel.

My dear friends, as woman, we possess an incredible ability to lead our families and thereby the entire Jewish
nation through the path of Emunah (faith) in the Al-mighty. The women resisted giving their gold jewelry for the
construction of the golden calf. They didn't lose their faith and, on the contrary, had complete faith that Moshe Rabbenu
'a"h, their leader, would return after ascending to Heaven.

As we read the special portion of the Torah about the obligation to contribute the half Sheqel, let us remind
ourselves who we are and what our strength is. Let us spread the seeds of our unshaken faith and instill them in our family
and those around us.
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