
Halakha:

Touching or moving Shabbath
candles

Shabbath candles must be lit where
they are going to remain. They may not
even be moved by a non-Jew. If they were
lit in one place and then moved to another
it would not be apparent that they were lit
in honor of Shabbath.

Shabbath candles, over which the
Berakha (blessing) was recited, may not
be touched because they become Muq£eh
on account of the commandment. This
applies even if the one who lit them did not
yet accept Shabbath. Since mere touching
without even moving is forbidden, if a
person lights with oil and feels they should
add some oil after lighting, it is not
permitted.

One may, however, light another
candle for Shabbath from the flame itself,
since one does not actually touch the
wick.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Beh, Parashath Nowa¥, Oth Yod
Geemal, Yod Dahl)

Parasha

Wa-era: Miracles diminish our Zekhuyoth
(merits)

It states in Parashath Waera: dŸr §x ©R  a ¥lÎz ¤̀  d ¤W §w ©̀  i ¦p £̀ «©e

G-d says to Moshe Rabbenu, 'a"h,  "I shall harden Pharaoh's
heart, and I will increase my signs and my wonders in the
Land of Egypt".

We are told that when miracles occur for us, they
reduce the amount of Zekhuyoth (merits) that we have. So,
theoretically, if a miracle were to happen, we should be
concerned that our merits will have been diminished. In 'Od
Yoseph ¡ai, ¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim, 'a"h, tells us that the
Yeshu'oth Ya'aqob explains it as follows:

There are two different kinds of miracles. There is a
Nes Nistar (a hidden miracle) which we should not pray for
because it reduces our merits. And there is a Nes Nighlei (a
revealed miracle) which causes the sanctification of G-d's Holy
Name, and does not reduce one's merits. On the contrary, it is
considered a Mi£wah because it causes the sanctification of
G-d's Holy Name.

The Ben Ish ¡ai explains that what G-d is saying to the
Jewish people is, "Do not be concerned that, as a result of the
abundance of signs and wonders that I am going to bring in
the Land of Egypt – which are all miracles – that you will lose
your merits. Quite the contrary, because Egypt and the
Egyptians will know as a result of this who I am. And since the
result of these numerous miracles is the sanctification of the
Shem Shamayim (the Name of Heaven), not only will you not
lose Zekhuyoth (merits), but you will gain them, because you
are the cause of G-d's name being sanctified”.

(See 'Od Yoseph ¡ai Derashoth, Parashath Waera)
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Pure thoughts when wearing Tefillin
When a man wears Tefillin he must have a Guf Naqi (clean body). This does not apply only to the

physical aspect, but also to his thoughts. The Shul¥an 'Arukh states that one who wears Tefillin must take care
not to have desirous thoughts about a woman.

Therefore, one must make every effort to purify his thoughts before wearing Tefillin and put the fear of
Heaven in front of him so that he can wear his Tefillin in holiness. It goes without saying that one must have
pure thoughts at all times. The Rama adds that if one is unable to rid his mind of these thoughts it is preferable
to not wear Tefillin.

It is brought down in the Kaf Ha¥ayyim, however, that the person should know that if he does not rid
his mind of thoughts that prevent him from wearing Tefillin, he will have to give an accounting on the
judgement day. Strong words, indeed, which should make a person aware of the importance of pure thoughts
and the necessity to wear Tefillin each and every day.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh 38:4. Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid, Oth 11 and 12. Mishnah Brurah ibid, 15)

Taking a shortcut through a Synagogue, part B

Even though we are not permitted to use a Synagogue as a short cut, by entering from one entrance
and exiting through another, if the purpose of taking a short cut through the Synagogue, is for the
performance of a Mi£wa, then it is permitted.

If one enters from one entrance and reads one Tehillim (Psalm), he is permitted to use the
other exit. In this case, however, it is preferable for him to pause a while in the Synagogue as this
makes two Mi£woth, one of studying Torah and the other of pausing there a while.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Aleph, Parashath Wayiqra, Oth ¤e

Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe

Dear Friends of Midrash BEN ISH HAI,

I would just like to update you on Rabbanith Ruth Menashe and ask you for your intense
prayers at this time. We intended to go on a short trip to Yerushalayim, primarily to visit her
parents, but instead she has been hospitalized there for over two weeks so far.

She is currently in the ICU (intensive care) in Shaare Zedek Medical Center hospital in
Jerusalem, under the dedicated care of the medical staff. All of you mean very much to her as I
know she means to so many of you. Please pray for the complete Refuah (healing) of Ruth Bath
Ahuvah.

There is nothing she wants more than to return to giving her Shi’urim (classes) and sending
you her Women’s Corner and videos wherever you may be around the world. With your prayers and
the help of Haqqadosh Barukh Hu, she will be able to do so again soon, Amen.

With Torah blessings,
Rabbi Ya’aqob Menashe
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