
Parasha

zeny Shemoth: Moshe Rabbenu

Was a Gilgul of Hebel (Abel)
i ¦x §v ¦O ©dÎz ¤̀  K©I©e Wi ¦̀  oi ¥̀  i ¦M ` §x©I©e dŸkë dŸM o ¤t ¦I©e “And he turned
this way and that, and he saw that there was no
man, and he smote the Egyptian”.

The Mefarshim tell us that Moshe Rabbenu,
'a"h, was a Gilgul (reincarnation) of Hebel (Abel),
and the Egyptian was a Gilgul of Qayin (Cain). In
fact, Moshe Rabbenu, 'a"h, was the third Gilgul of
Hebel as we see from the name Moshe which, in
Hebrew, is an acrostic for the names Moshe, Sheth
and Hebel.

The reason why Moshe Rabbenu struck the
Egyptian was to avenge the killing of Hebel by
Qayin in a previous generation. From this we can
understand the words "he turned this way and
that", which come to tell us that he looked at a
previous Gilgul and he looked at future Gilgulim,
and saw that there was no man of stature who
would come forward to avenge his blood.

Moshe Rabbenu, 'a"h, realized that this task
rested on his own shoulders and that he was the
one who had to avenge his death. From this we can
understand the meaning of the words "and he
smote the Egyptian" who was, in fact, a Gilgul of
Cain.

(See Addereth Eliyahu, Parashath Shemoth)

Halakha

Complications with Coloring Drinks on
Shabbath

Even though we mentioned previously that coloring
food on Shabbath is permitted, nevertheless when it comes
to coloring liquids, there is a substantial difference of
opinion.

The Mishnah Berurah permits pouring red wine into
white on Shabbath, even though the white wine will
become red. This is the Halakha for Ashkenazim. The
Mishnah Berurah adds that this is permissible even when it
was the person's intention to color it. He quotes an opinion,
however, that says that it is preferable to avoid doing so.

It says in Ben Ish ¡ai that coloring water or other
drinks is forbidden on Shabbath, even though it was not
the person's intention to color the liquid, because it
resembles making dye, which is a Torah prohibition
according to the Rambam (Maimonides). He mentions a
custom in his city of mixing red and white alcoholic
beverages and says that one must be careful not to pour
the red into the white.

Pouring white into red is permissible, however,
provided that it was not one's intention to color the liquid.
Sephardim should follow this stricter opinion in accordance
with the Ben Ish ¡ai, Kaf Ha¥ayyim and others.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, 2nd year, Parashath Pequdei, Oth 3 & 4. Mishnah Berurah
320:56. Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid, Oth 116 & 117)
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Taking a Shortcut Through a Synagogue, Part A
We are not permitted to use a Synagogue as a short cut. So if a Synagogue is in the middle of

a block and has one entrance on this side and another on the other side, we must not enter from one
and go out through the other, in order to cut through to the other side.

This applies to when a person's intention was to take a short cut. However, if that was not his
intention when he entered the Synagogue, then he is permitted to use the second exit when he
leaves.

If one enters the Synagogue which has two entrances, in order to pray, then it is actually
considered preferable to leave by the second exit, based on a Pasuq (verse) from the Prophet
Ye¥azqel (Ezekiel).

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Aleph, Parashath Wayiqra, Oth ¤eth)

Pay Workers or Pray Min¥a?
The importance of paying employees who are paid by the day can be best illustrated by the following

story about Rabbenu the Ari z"l. He had the custom of never praying Min¥a till he paid the wages of all his
workers who were employed on the basis of being paid daily.

When, on occasion, he did not have the money in hand to pay them, he would actually delay praying
Min¥a till he would borrow the money he needed and would pay all of them their dues. He used to say: "How
can I stand before G-d and pray Min¥a, when the opportunity to perform a very important commandment was
in my hands and I did not fulfill it?" The holy Zohar was very strict about this also.

The ¡esed La-alaphim adds that a woman who does your laundry is in the same category, and must be
paid right away whenever she brings the clothes.

(See Kaf Ha¥ayyim 232:, Oth 12)

Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe

Precious Advice in Difficult Times
During difficult times, when people face financial hardships, as well as many other challenges, it is perhaps

worthwhile to explore the words of ¡akham Yosef ¡ayyim 'a"h.

Even though his words were recorded over 100 years ago, we can all relate to them today. This is true, even
though certain circumstances are different today. For instance, it is very common that both husband and wife need to
work today, whereas 100 years ago, the wife depended exclusively on the husband.

He says that a woman who is fortunate to have a generous husband, who does not withhold anything from the
needs of the household, must be sensitive to the value of even a piece of vegetable, a small quantity of food, or a bit of a
drink. She must be careful not to waste them unnecessarily just because he is generous. The Ben Ish ¡ai goes on to speak
about instances that we may find incomprehensible. It is, perhaps, worthwhile to spend a minute thinking about them. It
may serve as an eye-opener and give us an indication of how far we have gone.

He speaks figuratively, about a person who found some apples and other fruit in the garbage. He was asking how
these items found their way into the garbage, and was told that they were not important enough in the eyes of their owner
and were discarded. (To be continued next week).
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