
Halakha

Reciting the Qaddish for Both
Parents at the Same Time

A question was asked in Torah Lishmah
concerning someone who loses both parents in one
year (r"l). Should the son recite Qaddish for both
parents at the same time, or is it better for him to
recite Qaddish for one of them and pay someone
else to recite it for the other?

¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim, 'a"h, replies that he
is very hesitant to have someone else read the
Qaddish when the son can do it. This is because the
Qaddish of another has no value compared to that of
the son's. I would like to add here, that in view of
this, a son must take the obligation of reciting
Qaddish for his parents very seriously and make
every effort not to miss any.

In addition, he adds, if the son reads for only
one parent, it would be an insult to the other parent
who has been relegated to having the Qaddish read
by someone else (whose Qaddish has much less
value, no matter how important that person may be).

As such, he states, that the son should read
for both parents. If he wishes to have someone else
read for both of them also, he may, but there is no
requirement for this.

(See Torah Lishmah, She-elah Taw Yod Beh)
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(And he dreamed, and behold, there was a ladder whose base was
on the ground and the top of the ladder reached Heaven, and
behold, Angels of G-d were ascending and descending upon it).

¡akham Eliyahu ¡ayyim, 'a"h, the father of ¡akham
Yoseph ¡ayyim, 'a"h, wrote in Midrash Eliyahu, that, as we know,
Sullam (ladder) in Gematria (Jewish numerology) is equivalent to
Mamon (money). And this ladder which can be equated to money
has its base on the ground.

A person sees, that based on the business dealings that
he/she does on this earth, that he/she makes money and succeeds,
but in truth, Rosho Maggiya' Hashamaymah, the top of the ladder
reaches Heaven. This tells us that everything depends on
Haqqadosh Barukh Hu (the Holy One Blessed Be He). If G-d wants
us to make money, we will. If, G-d forbid, He wishes us to lose
money, then that is what will happen. And the Angels of G-d who
are in charge of Parnasah (income) are ascending and descending
on this ladder.

There are people whose business matters ascend and are
very successful. There are others who, no matter what they do, see
their businesses decline, to the point that they are in debt to others.

There is an important matter to be learned here: people
think it is their own doing when they succeed in life – or, indeed,
when they do not. But we must realize that, in fact, it is Hashga¥a
(Divine Intervention) from above.

(See 'Od Yoseph ¡ai Derashoth, Parashath Wayye£e)
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Starting the Silent 'Amidah Without a Minyan and Then Those Missing Walk In
It sometimes happens that a group of people are waiting for a Minyan and then it gets too late and they can no longer

wait and so they start the La¥ash (silent 'Amidah) without a Minyan. Then as they were praying Beye¥iduth (as individuals)
other people walked in and also prayed and by the time they finished their 'Amidah, there was a Minyan present.

According to the Radbaz z"l they cannot do the repetition (¡azarah) of the 'Amidah because when they prayed the
La¥ash (silent 'Amidah), they were all praying as individuals and not as a Minyan and as such they have lost the repetition, the
Qedusha and the Qaddish Tithqabal of that 'Amidah. Now this is the exact opposite of what Maran z"l says in the Shul¥an
Arukh.

¡akham Yoseph Hayeem, 'a"h, says, that even though we would ordinarily go in accordance with what Maran tells us, in
this case, since we have a difference of opinion, we have a doubt about a Berakha and we apply the concept of Sefeq Berakhoth
Lehaqel. This means that whenever there is a doubt whether a blessing should be recited or not, we should not do so.

As such, he rules that the repetition of the 'Amidah and the Qaddish Tithqabbal should not be recited.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shana Aleph, Parashath Terumah, Oth ¤eth Zahn)

Filling a Thermos with Hot Water on Shabbath
Ha¿manah, which is the act of insulating food by covering, is forbidden on Shabbath, when the food is

in the vessel that it was cooked in. The Shul¥an 'Arukh states that if the food was poured into a second pot
(Keli Sheni), Ha¿manah is permitted provided that it does not cause the heat to increase.

The reason why it is permitted is because Ha¿manah is only forbidden with regard to hot food which is
in the vessel in which it was cooked. The Ohr Le¢ion states, therefore, that a Thermos flask (which is a Keli
Sheni and does not increase heat), may be filled with hot water on Shabbath and we need not be concerned
about Ha¿manah.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh 257: 5. Mishnah Berurah ibid 28,29. Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid, Oth 33. Ohr Le¢ion 2: 17, Oth 11)

Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe

Who was Leah the Matriarch?
Leah Immenu, 'a"h, was an extremely righteous woman. In fact, we are told that her eyes were tender due

to her excessive crying. She cried for years, with a fervent prayer to change the decree of her marriage to , 'Esaw
(Esau). Rashi in his commentary explains that people would say that Rebecca the matriarch had two sons. The
older one, Esau, will marry the older daughter of Laban (Leah), while the younger son (Ya'aqob), will marry
Ra¥el, the younger daughter of Laban.

Such was the level of Leah's righteousness, that she wept continuously to annul the Heavenly decree to
marry the wicked Esau and merited to connect with the righteous, Yaaqob Abinu, 'a"h.

How then, did she tell her childless, pained sister, "Was your taking my husband insignificant?".

¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim, a"h gives us a deep insight into this perplexing statement. Leah Immenu's
intention when saying these harsh words, "Was your taking my husband insignificant?", was a hidden and lofty
one – that of praising her sister. She wanted to publicize her sister's greatness. When Ra¥el Immenu asked Leah
for the Dudaim (good smelling plants), and Leah replied with harsh and painful words, we would have expected
Ra¥el to cry out, "Is he your husband-or mine? Didn't I selflessly give him to you to prevent any embarrassment
caused to you?"

But Ra¥el, the noble Ra¥el accepted Leah's provocative statement quietly and did not respond. She
accepted her sister's words, and therefore offered to let Yaaqob go to Leah's tent in exchange. Leah was able to
show the entire world who her sister was, her nobility, righteousness, and admirable inner qualities.
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