
Halakha

Serving Food to Someone Who Will
Not Say the Blessing

Maran states in the Shul¥an 'Arukh that one
should only give food to a person if he knows that he
will recite a Berakha (blessing) over it. The Rama adds
that if it is given to a person as charity, there are those
who are lenient and permit it. This applies when one is
uncertain as to whether he will recite a blessing or not.

If one knows for certain that he will not, one
should not give him food. There are those who say that
this only applies if the poor person will not recite the
blessing out of wickedness, but if it is because of for
reasons out of his control ('Oness), then one is
permitted to give it to him. The Kaf Ha¥ayyim states
that it appears from the words of the Posqim that one
should not give food to any person who one knows for
sure will not recite the blessing. If, however, he knows
that it is not out of wickedness but due to 'Oness, he
should give the poor person a type of food that does
not require Ne¿ilath Yadayim (the ritual washing of
hands) or Birkath Hammazon (grace after meals).

Cafes and restaurants, however, are not
forbidden to serve cutomers who eat bread without
doing Ne¿ilath Yadayim or reciting the Berakha of
Hamo£i.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh 169: 2 with Rama. Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid Oth 15,
163, Oth 17)

Parasha

¡ayyei Sara: Why Did Eliezer Have to Swear
and Not Isaac?

In the Parasha of ¡ayyei Sara it says: `-̈A  o ½¥wf̈ m´d̈ẍ §a ©̀ §e
:lŸ «M ©A m-̈dẍ §a ©̀ Îz ¤̀  K¬©x ¥A 'd«©e mi®¦nÏ ©A And Abraham was old,
advanced in years, and G-d blessed Abraham with everything.
Rabbenu Ba¥ya says that Abraham Abinu (the Patriarch
Abraham), 'a"h, was blessed with much, including a long life.
However, he had not yet been blessed with grandchildren,
which is something he desired very much. He, therefore,
made his servant Eli'ezer swear that he would find an
appropriate wife for his son Isaac (Yi£¥aq Abinu, 'a"h).

The reason for requiring an oath from him was that
Abraham Abinu was afraid that he might die before Eli'ezer
accomplished his task. By making Eli'ezer swear, he felt that
Eli'ezer would fulfill the task and he knew that his son Yi£¥aq
would always listen to Eli'ezer and would, therefore, marry
the girl.

The question is, why did Abraham Abinu not make
Yi£¥aq Abinu swear instead? The answer is that he was
concerned that if he did not place the servant Eli'ezer under
an oath, he would find numerous excuses as to why he could
not go get a suitable wife for Yi£¥aq Abinu. He made Eli'ezer
swear, therefore, to ensure that he would take the
responsibility seriously and find a wife for his son Yi£¥aq,
who in turn would, as we mentioned, do Eliezer's bidding and
would have no need to swear also.

(See Rabbenu Ba¥ya on the Torah, ¡ayyei Sara)
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Men and Women's Obligations to Read the Shema'
The reciting of the Shema' twice a day is a positive commandment dependent upon time. As it

says: L ¤nEw §aE  L §A §kẄ §aE Ubshokhbekha Ubqumekha (when you go to bed and when you rise). As such, men

have a Torah obligation to recite it twice a day. Before reciting it, one should have the commandment in
mind, as well as thinking about the unity of G-d's Holy Name.

Women, on the other hand, are exempt from the reading of the Shema', since this is a positive
commandment dependent upon time (a commandment which must be done at a specific time).
Nevertheless, they are obligated to accept upon themselves the yoke of the Kingdom of Heaven. As such,
they must recite, at the very least, the first sentence of the Shema', and preferably, at least the first two.

(See 'Od Yoseph ¡ai, Parashath Wa-era, Oth Heh, and Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Aleph, Oth Waw)

Purchasing All Items for Shabbath on Friday
According to Rabbenu the Ari, z"l, whatever you need for Shabbath, must be purchased on Friday. That way

the holiness of Shabbath rests upon them.

If, however, you find the day is short, because you have much to do for Shabbath, or it is the winter months
when Friday is very short, and there are certain items that require a lot of preparation, then you can buy them
earlier. An example would be purchasing certain foods which take a lot of time to prepare. If, as a result of waiting
till Friday, you would not be ready before Shabbath, you can purchase those items on Thursday.

However, baking bread, which is the essential part of the Shabbath Se'uddah (the Shabbath meal), has to be
done on Friday.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shana Beh, Parashath Lekh Lekha, Oth Waw)

Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe

What's in a Home?
When Yi£¥aq Abinu, 'a"h, (Isaac) brought his new bride Ribqa (Rebecca) into Sara Immenu's tent, he knew

that she was fit to continue in the path of his mother. What was the proof of that?

There are three miracles which are associated with Sara Immenu's tent,

1. Her Shabbath lights remained burning from one Friday to the next,

2. Her dough was blessed, and

3. A cloud (referring to the Holy Presence) rested upon her tent.

What is the significance of these three miracles and is there any relevance to us, women, in our own "tents"
(homes)?

Sara our Matriarch created a home which was founded with the same attributes as the Beth Hamiqdash (the
Temple). In the Temple, the lights of the Menorah remained lit from one Friday to the next; the show bread
remained fresh from one Friday to the next, and of course, the Divine Presence rested upon this holy place.

We women are referred to as the "essence of the home", Aqereth Habbayith. In fact, the root of the word
"Aqereth" (essence) in Hebrew has two contrasting meanings. One denotes, essence, while the other implies
uprooting. This is the power that we have in our possession. It all depends on us.

It is up to us to create a home which resembles Sara Immenu's tent, as well as the Beth Hamiqdash. Our
mission in our miniature temple is a holy one, it can be overflowing with blessings, holiness and purity. We can bring
G-d's presence into our home. It is in our hands.
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