
Halakha

Does a Garment with More Than
Four Corners Require Fringes?

Maran Yosef Qaro states in the Shul¥an 'Arukh
that a garment with more than four corners requires
fringes (zeiviv), but only on four of its corners,
specifically on those that are farthest from each other.
The Mishnah Berurah states that there are those who
who exempt it (say that it does not require fringes) and,
as such, one should ideally avoid making a garment
with five corners.

¡akham Yosef ¡ayyim states in Ben Ish ¡ai
that a garment with five or more corners does require
fringes, but that one should avoid making such a
garment because of the reason outlined above, even
though they are only being placed on four of the
corners.

Because of this, he adds that if a four cornered
garment rips, effectively causing it to have six corners,
it must be repaired right away, because of the opinion
that it does not require fringes. This is in a case where
the tear is reasonably small. If, however, the rip was
across the majority of the garment, then the fringes
must first be removed before repairing the garment and
then replaced when it is fixed, because of the concept
of Ta'aseh Welo Min Ha'asooi (you should make, and it
should not be the result of something made previously).

(Sh. 'A 10: 1. M.B. ibid 3. Ben Ish ¡ai, Parashath Noah, Oth 6 and 8)

Parasha

jl jl Lekh Lekha: I Shall Make Your Name

Great
It says in the Parasha of Lekh Lekha that G-d says to

Abraham Abinu 'a"h:

:d«k̈ẍ §A d¥i §d«¤e L ¤n §W dl̈ §C©b £̀ «©e

 dkxa dide jny dlcb`e (I shall aggrandize your name, and it will

be a blessing). It says in Addereth Eliyahu that the Mefarshim
explain that the names of the Aboth (Patriarchs), Abraham,
Yi£haq and Ya'aqob (Abraham, Isaac and Jacob) 'a"h, contain
a total of 13 letters all together. 13 in Gematria (Jewish
numerology) is the same as the word E¥ad (one). And the
number of letters of the names of the Immahoth (Matriarchs),
Sara, Ribqa, Ra¥el and Leah (Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and
Leah) 'a"h, also totals thirteen. 13+13 of course total 26, which
is the Gematria of the Ineffable Name of the Holy One Blessed
be He (the Shem Haway"a). 

This comes to show us that through this they would
receive the blessing and abundance from G-d's Holy Name.
This Gematria could only work, however, after G-d gave
Abraham Abinu, 'a"h, the letter Heh in his name and changed it
from Abram to Abraham. And from this we can understand the
meaning of  jny dlcb`e, (I shall aggrandize your name), by

adding the letter Heh to it, and through this dkxa dide (you shall
receive the complete blessing).

(See Addereth Eliyahu, Parashath Lekh Lekha)
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Not Interrupting Between the Friday Night Prayer and Qiddush
After the 'Arbith prayer of Leil Shabbath (Friday night) one must go to one's house immediately in order to make

the Qiddush. One must not be like those who sit for an hour or two with their friends or speak idle talk, thereby casting
away the sanctity of the Shabbath. As Shelomo HaMelekh, 'a"h, (king Solomon) said in Mishlei (Proverbs, 1:14) iÀ¦p §A
:m«z̈äi «¦z §P ¦n ÀL §l §b ©Œx r¬©p §n m®Ÿ ¦̀  K ¤x´¤c §A K´¥l ¥YÎl ©̀  Do not walk with them in their way, refrain from placing your foot in their path.

One must be careful to connect one Qedusha (holiness) with another. One should not interrupt between the
holiness of 'Arbith and the holiness of the Se'uddah (the Shabbath meal) with quarrelsome words that cause pain to the
Nefesh Yethera (additional soul that one receives on Shabbath).

One should have in mind that the first Se'uddah represents Yi£¥aq Abinu (Isaac), 'a"h, and saves us from the pain
of Mashiya¥. The second represents Abraham Abinu (Abraham), 'a"h, and saves us from the punishment of Gehinnam
(hell). The third represents Ya'aqob Abinu (Jacob), 'a"h, and saves us from the war of Gogh Umaghogh.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, 2nd yr, Wayyera, Oth 11. Moreh Be'e£ba', 147)

Cooking After Baking (Shabbath)
It says in the Gemara of Shabbath, Ein Bishul A¥ar Bishul (once an item has been cooked, it cannot be

cooked again). However, there is cooking after baking or roasting.

This means that an item that was baked in an oven can, subsequently, be cooked in a liquid. As a result, we
are not permitted to put bread or soft foods into soup on Shabbath, or in any liquid that is hot to the extent of
Hayyad Soledeth Bo, which the Ben Ish ¡ai quantifies as too hot to eat or drink without waiting for it to cool down.

In fact, this does not apply only to bread, but since we do not know for sure which foods are considered to
be soft, this ruling has been extended by the Posqim, to forbid placing any food in a liquid that is hot to the level of
Hayyad Soledeth Bo. 

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shana Beh, Parashath Bo, Oth Heh and Oth Waw)

    Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe

In Search of Happiness
It is well known that the secret to obtaining happiness is rather simple: Be happy with your lot and

remove jealousy from your heart. These are the words of the Ben Ish ¡ai in his famous work Laws for Women. If
we all know the simple truth, why is it so difficult?

It is human nature to feel jealousy, as well as to look at our friends' and neighbors' grass and make
comparisons. Nevertheless, as long as we desire to have what others possess, we will experience continuous
feelings of emptiness and unhappiness. No matter what we have, we focus on what we lack.

Did you know that jealousy indicates lack of Emunah (faith) in Hashem? Everything we have is a gift
from Hashem. He gives us what we need. He provides others with what they lack. Why then, should we ask
for, or desire to have, what others have? G-d knows we do not need it - do we have a better understanding
than He does?

The Ben Ish ¡ai advises us to always be grateful for what we have. Thank G-d for giving us what we
have. Nothing else could have been better for us. If we want to make comparisons, we should always do it with
those that are less fortunate than we are.

May we all experience constant growth in our level of appreciation and happiness in our lives.
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