
For information about the 105th Hillula and Benefit Dinner,
please visit midrash.org, or call (516) 487-6676.

Halakha:

Called to the Torah in the Middle of the
Shema'

If someone is reading the Shema' in Synagogue and
they call him up to the Torah, even if they call him by name,
where ordinarily one would have to go up to the Torah, he can
not go up to the Torah but has to continue reading his
Shema'.

The exception is, however, if he knows that he can
complete the Shema' while he is walking to the Sefer Torah
and knows he can complete it by the time he gets there. In
such a case, he may get up and start walking to the Sefer
Torah when they call his name. If, however, he is reading the
Berakhoth (blessings) of the Shema' when they call him up,
there is no problem. He can get up and go to the Sefer Torah.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Parashath Toldoth, Shanah Beh, Oth Yod ¤eth)

Parasha

Ki The£ei - Why the Double Wording of a ¥Wd̈
m ¥ai ¦W §Y?

: Li «¦g ῭ §l m ¥ai ¦W §Y a ¥Wd̈ m ¤d ¥n Ÿ §n ©N ©r §z ¦d §e mi ¦gC̈ ¦p Fi ¥UÎz ¤̀  F` Li ¦g ῭  xFWÎz ¤̀  d ¤̀ §x ¦zÎ` «Ÿl

You may not see your brother's ox, sheep, or goat, pushed aside and
disappear from them (turn a blind eye to them). But rather, the Torah tells
us, Li «¦g ῭ §l m ¥ai ¦W §Y a ¥Wd̈, (you shall surely return them to your brother). Now, this
is said with a Lashon Kefullah (a doubling of the words). 

In 'Od Yoseph ¡ai Derashoth, ¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim asks the
question, why is it necessary to double the words? In the Gemara of Ta'anith,
there is a story about Ribbi ¡anina Ben Dosa. One day a man passed by his
house and left some hens there. Ribbi ¡anina Ben Dosa's wife found them,
but her husband told her that she may not eat their eggs. Over a period of
time as we can imagine, the chickens laid eggs, the eggs hatched, there were
more chickens, and eventually before they knew it, they were overwhelmed
by them, and he sold them. With the money he received, he bought goats.
One day, the man who had lost the hens passed by the house and said to his
friend, this is where I left my hens. Ribbi ¡anina ben Dosa heard this and said
to him, "Do you have a Siman (any identifying marks), that you can tell me
about?" The man did and took the goats. 

The reason for the double wording (Lashon Kefulah), is to tell us,
that there are times when what you have to return is not just the item that
was lost, but rather, anything that came as a result of that item. Such as the
eggs that were hatched by the chickens, which eventually were sold and
goats were bought in their place, even though clearly, the financial value of
the goats that were finally returned was much greater than the value of the
chickens that were originally left there. 

(See 'Od Yoseph ¡ai Drashoth)
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If the Wine Spills After the Qiddush, Before Drinking it
Let us look at a scenario where the one who is making the Qiddush, after he finishes reciting the entire

Qiddush, drops the cup or spills the wine, before he drinks it. What should he do? 

They should bring him another cup of wine and he should recite the Berakha (blessing) of Borei Peri Haggefen
alone, and not repeat the rest of the Qiddush; and then drink the wine. The same applies if he would speak between
the Qiddush and the drinking of the wine, about a matter that was not related to the Qiddush or the Se'uddah
(meal). 

Also, all those who are gathered round the table for the Qiddush must take care not to speak before the one
who made the Qiddush drinks the wine. 

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Beh, Parashath Bereshith, Oth Kaf Dahl)



Not Praying While One is Sad
When praying, it is important to remember that one must not pray while one is sad. When a person prays

there is a spiritual light that reaches the person during the prayer. If a person is sad, his soul is unable to receive that
light. However, during the iece (confession) it is appropriate to be sad about one's sins. 

Before praying, one must accept the commandment of jenk jrxl zad`e (love your neighbor as yourself). As

such, if there is another Jewish individual who is undergoing any kind of hardship, you should pray specifically for
him every day, and through this, your prayers get included in the prayers of all Israel (the Jewish people), and will
bear fruit in Heaven. 

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shana Aleph, Parashath Miqqe£, Oth Heh)

    Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe

Peace or Strife on the Eve of Shabbath 
The famous mizmor of Lekha Dodi in the service of Qabbalath Shabbath ends with the words: Boee Kallah

(come bride). This phrase is repeated three times at the end of Lekha Dodi. ¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim 'a"h in his
famous work Ben Ish ¡ai, brings the fact that the numerical value of the word Boee (come), is identical to the value
of the word love in Hebrew - Ahaba. He adds that the repetition of the word "come" three times teaches us that the
eve of Shabbath is a special time. It is a time when we should connect ourselves to the quality of love on three levels
- thought, speech and action.

In fact, ¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim 'a"h quotes Rabbenu the ¡ida, 'a"h, who writes that Friday afternoon is a
time when arguments and fights between husband and wife are prone to occur. In addition, the Si¿ra A¥ara (Lit. the
other side [Sa¿an]) toils to initiate strife in the home and, therefore, one must consciously suppress his inclination to
create controversy and instead seek peace.

¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim, 'a"h, writes that when a person is in the midst of a quarrel with his wife, he strongly
feels that he is in the right. Nevertheless, he must realize that this is the work of the Sa¿an, who tries to create strife
in the home, and was not done intentionally by his wife or children. Therefore, he advises that a sensible person
must be aware of this and not fall into the trap that was prepared for him by the Sa¿an, but rather keep quiet.

My dear friends, I think that these words speak for themselves. Haven't we all experienced this on the eve of
Shabbath? We all have the ability within us to bring tranquility and harmony into our homes, with our own hands.
We are the ones in charge of creating love and peace in our own miniature temples. We can help turn into a reality,
the combination of the two words Shabbath and Shalom (Sabbath and peace).
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