
Halakha:

Praying in the Wrong Direction
Wherever we are in the world, we all have

to face the ycwnd zia (Temple).

The question is, what if somebody is
praying on his own in a Synagogue and he is not
facing in the right direction, but it is obvious
which way he should face because there is a
Hekhal there?

The answer is that somebody has to turn
him around even if he is in the middle of the
'Amidah and face him the correct way. If he is
praying with a Minyan and for some reason is
praying in the wrong direction and G-d forbid it
looks like two Rashuyoth (two different entities),
then we definitely have to turn him  around, even
in the middle of his 'Amidah, so that he faces the
same way as everybody else.

If he is praying alone at home, however,
and there is no sign to indicate which way he
should be praying and he is facing in the wrong
direction, then we do not interrupt him in the
middle of his 'Amidah. But if it is clear that he
should be facing in another direction because
there is a sign in the room or a Hekhal or the
like, then he has to be moved.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shana Aleph, Parashath Yithro, Oth Aleph)

Parasha

wla Balaq: How Do I Treat a Fellow Jew

Who Follows a Different Path?
:m ¦in̈Îi¥l£r mi ¦fẍ£̀ ©M 'd r ©hp̈ mi ¦ld̈£̀ ©M xd̈p̈ i ¥l£r zŸP©b §M EiḦ ¦p mi ¦lg̈ §p ¦M

Stretching out like brooks, like gardens alongside a river, like
aloes which were planted by G-d, like cedars next to water
(Bamidbar 24:6).

We know that there are four types of people in the
Jewish nation as is mentioned in connection with the four
species in Sukkoth. This is similarly hinted at in the
Parasha of wla Balaq. The streams of water which have a

taste but no smell, hint at those who have Torah but no
good deeds zevn (good deeds). The gardens are a place

where fruit trees are found, and hint at those who have
both Torah and good deeds. Aloes have a smell but lack
any taste and hint at those who have good deeds but no
Torah. Finally, the cedars have neither smell nor taste and
are a hint to those who are devoid of both Torah and good
deeds.

In Sukkoth the four species are bound together and
signify the need for unity. Similarly in this case, the Parasha
shows us that this is the make up of the Jewish people,
from which it seems obvious that we must treat each other
with respect and unity whichever category our neighbor
falls into.

(See Addereth Eliyahu [aehd gixd], Parashath Balaq)
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Can a Frozen Loaf Be Used for Le¥em Mishneh?
The Shabbath meals require Le¥em Mishneh (two loaves of bread) to be brought to the table. This is

because of the double portions of manna that fell on Fridays in the desert because of Shabbath. (According to
Rabbenu the Ari z"l, however, twelve loaves must be placed on the table.)

If one has only one loaf of bread but has another frozen loaf in the freezer, can the frozen loaf be used
together with the first loaf as Le¥em Mishneh? According to the oeivl xe` (Ohr Le¢ion), the frozen loaf may be
combined with the other one to form Le¥em Mishneh. 

The rationale is that since if one were to separate ¡allah from the frozen bread it would be considered to be a
valid separation, and additionally, frozen bread has the same rules concerning the contracting of ritual impurity as
does non-frozen bread, this shows that frozen bread is considered to be bread.

As such, he considers that frozen bread may, indeed, be combined together with the edible loaf to form
Le¥em Mishneh.

(See Ohr Le¢ion, ¡eleq 2, Ch. 21, Oth 2)

Importance of One Hundred Blessings a Day
We are obligated to recite one hundred zekxa (blessings) a day. On Shabbath and aeh mei (Yom ¤ob)

as we know, there are less blessings in the 'Amidah and so we have to make them up by eating additional
fruits and reciting Berakhoth on good smells, such as, minya ivr `xea  (Boreh 'A£ei Besameem) on qcd
(myrtle).

Rabbenu the Ari z”l explains, that the twenty two letters of the Hebrew alphabet depend on these one
hundred Berakhoth. If a person does not recite one or more of these blessings or doesn't say them correctly or
says them but without the appropriate concentration, the corresponding letters are negatively affected. From
this we see how important these one hundred Berakhoth are.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, 1st year, Parashath Wayesheb, Oth 14)

    Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe

Love - a Powerful Emotion
Love, as we all know, is a powerful emotion. It is much needed, seeked by many and extremely

praiseworthy. It is precisely  because of this, that the evil inclination tries to plant seeds of jealousy and
hatred amongst those who display affection to each other. That is why it tries to use any possible
methods of deception and trickery to harden people's hearts, cause confusion and instill hatred amongst
family members and friends. Its ultimate goal is to prevent us from displaying affection to each other and
treating each other with love.

¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim 'a"h (ig yi` oad lra), guides us with the following advice. He suggests that
we overcome our nature to respond to hatred with hatred. Rather, we should respond with love to any
negative feelings directed at us. We should repay gossip and strife with affection and closeness. As a
result, he reassures us, much goodness and blessings will be showered upon us if we follow this path.

We can delve into the quality of love, by relating the following saying of a wise man:  Two people
who love each other will find the hole of a needle spacious enough for them, whereas, for those who hate
each other, the entire universe will not be big enough.

My dear friends, let us remind ourselves of the immense power of love. It is, perhaps, a word which
is overused but, nevertheless, has the potential of bringing our redemption closer and faster. May you
merit to fill your homes with friendship, love and harmony, and as a result, abundance of blessings will
follow.
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