
Halacha:

Fast of the First Born - Ta'anith
Bekhoroth

All first born males (zexeka - Bekhoroth)
have to fast the day before Pesa¥ (Passover),
even if they are Kohen or Lewi (Cohen or
Levi). It does not make a difference if they are
the first born of the father or the mother.

This applies only to males. Women do
not have the custom of fasting. Even if the
male was born after a miscarriage, he still has
to fast. If the first born is a ¡athan (bridegroom
in the first week of his marriage), an Abi
Habben (oad ia` - the father of a baby who is to
have its Milah that day), or a Sandaq (wcpq),
he can eat and does not have to fast another
day in its stead. A first-born who is doing a
Pidyon Haben, however, to redeem his son on
that day, has to fast.

Those who attend a Siyyum
(conclusion) of a Masekhta of a Gemara, may
eat there provided they understand what is
being discussed. From this we see that
someone who pays no attention to the
Siyyum, should not break his fast.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Aleph, Parashat ¢aw, Oth Kaf Heh)

Parasha

A¥arei Moth: For the Merit of the Torah,
the Temple Stood

It says in the Parasha of A¥arei Moth, "With this
(z`fa - Be'Zoth') Aaron shall enter the sanctuary". This can
be explained that in the merit of the Torah which is called
Zoth, Aharon Hakohen (Aaron the High Priest) was able to
enter the Sanctuary. The word Bezoth has the numerical
equivalent of 410 which comes to inform us that the first
Temple would stand for 410 years and the Kohanim (who
were the descendants of Aaron) would enter the sanctuary
during that time.

If not for the merit of the Torah that they studied,
the Temple would not have stood that long. Seven Bathei
Dinim (oic iza - High Courts) performed idolatry, yet G-d
did not destroy the Temple. Once they stopped studying
Torah, however, the Temple was destroyed. G-d was
prepared to forgo the judgement for the idolatry but was
not willing to overlook the lack of Torah study.

This explains why Ribbi ¡ananya Ben Teradyon
says in Pirqei Aboth (zea` iwxt - Ethics of the Father),
when two people sit together and speak words of Torah,
the Shekhinah (G-d's holy Presence) rests between them.

(Alshikh on the Torah, A¥arei Moth, 16: 3, Aboth 3: 3)
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If a Person Erroneously Recites a Blessing Over the First Ne¿ilath Yadayim
The first Ne¿ilath Yadayim (ritual washing of hands) that we do on the night of Pesa¥ is for the Karpas and is

made without reciting the Berakha (blessing) of 'Al Ne¿ilath Yadayim. But what should someone do if, out of force of
habit, he mistakenly recited the blessing?

There is an opinion that, he should not take his mind off the fact that he has done Ne¿ilath Yadayim and that
this washing will also count later for the Hamo£i (`ivend) without washing again. Another opinion is that he should
wash again later for the Hamo£i, but not recite the Berakha at that time.

There are those (the Lebush [yeal] and the Gra [`"xb]), however, who hold that a Berakha is actually required
for the first washing. From the words of the Beth Yoseph it appears that it is not forbidden to recite a blessing when
washing for the Karpas, but only that it is preferable not to do so. If so, then the first washing would be in
accordance with those who say that one should recite a blessing over it and has no connection with the second
washing. This is particularly true since the person did not have the second washing in mind when he recited the
blessing.

As such, a person should not nullify the enactment of our Rabbis of blessed memory and should wash again
with a Berakha for the Hamo£i (`ivend).

(See Kaf Ha¥ayyim, 473. Oth 106 and 107)

If One Ate After the Afiqomen
The Afiqomen (onewit`) must be the last item to be eaten on the night of Pesa¥ at the Seder. One may

not eat anything after it, not even fruit. The reason for this is that the taste of the Ma££a (dvn/Matzah -
unleavened bread) must remain in one's mouth. The cups of wine of Birkath Hammazon and Hallel that are
drunk after this are not included in this ruling. After this, however, one should not consume anything except
water and, some say, coffee.

There are different opinions as to what one should do if one inadvertently did eat some other food after
the Afiqomen. There are those who say he is not required to eat the Afiqomen again. However, the Eliyah
Rabba states that if he has not yet made Birkath Hammazon, he must eat it again.

The Afiqomen must not be eaten in two different places. The reason for this being that it is in memory
of the Qorban Pesa¥ (Passover sacrifice) which had to be eaten in one place, as it says: "In one house shall it
be eaten". The Maghen Abraham states that it should not even be eaten at two different tables in the same
room.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh 478:1 with Rama. Ben Ish ¡ai, Yr. 1, Parashath ¢aw, Oth 35. Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid Oth 3-6)

Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe
 

"So that You Tell in the Ears of Your Son and Your Son's Son"
Why are we commanded to tell our children the story of the Exodus from Egypt? Why is there so much

emphasis on children during the seder? The Ohr Ha¥ayyim Haqqadosh poses a similar question. He asks why
it is necessary to tell our children about the miracles and wonders that Hashem performed for us.

He explains that the whole purpose of the miracles, as witnessed during the ten plagues, was to
strengthen the faith in the hearts of the Jewish people. The impression of Hashem's greatness had to be
indelible, imprinted deep within their hearts and everlasting.

The Alshikh Haqqadosh expounds on this point saying that the fact that the Jewish people witnessed
Hashem's greatness with their own eyes, reinforced their Emunah (faith). This powerful experience must be
passed on to the next generations. It is a powerful tool to bring us closer to our Creator and follow His path.

Different communities have different customs and traditions concerning the involvement of the children
at the seder. However, they all have one common factor - the evening revolves around the children. What a
fantastic and amazing way to instill the faith in our children and nurture it.

This is a generation where many of us are experiencing hardship and pain in the process of trying to
keep the flame of faith burning. Pesa¥ is a wonderful opportunity to inspire our children, involve them and
answer the unique needs and questions of each and every one of them.
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