
Prayers, Qiddush and Candle

Lighting for the Holiday

The fiftieth day of the 'Omer is the festival
of Shabu'oth. Since there must be seven full weeks
between Pesa¥ and Shabu'oth, Qiddush on the first
night of Shabu'oth must be made after the stars
come out.

The Mishnah Berurah states that one
should not pray the 'Arbith prayer of the
commencement of Shabu'oth till the emergence of
the stars. This is the prevalent custom in Ashkenazi
synagogues, to wait till three stars have emerged
before praying 'Arbith.

The prevalent custom amongst Sephardim
is to pray 'Arbith earlier, but not make Qiddush till
the stars have appeared. The women light the
candles, as usual, before the onset of the holiday.
It says in Ben Ish ¡ai that the Qiddush on the first
night must be made after the stars come out. He
mentions, however, that on the second night of
Shabu'oth (for those who dwell outside the Land of
Israel), Qiddush may be made while it is still day.
He adds that there are situations where this is, in
fact, preferable.

In such a case, the lady of the house lights
the candles for the second night of the holiday just
prior to the making of the Qiddush, even though it
is still day, since the lighting of the candles is on
account of the Qiddush.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh 494: 1. Mishnah Berurah ibid: 1. Ben Ish ¡ai, 1st year,
Bamidbar, Oth 2. Kaf Ha¥ayyim 494, Oth 1)

Pirqei Aboth 5: Not Even the Winds Could

Move us

 ycwnd ziaa epizea`l eyrp miqp dxyr, Ten miracles were

wrought for our forefathers in the Temple.

One of them was that the wind did not blow the

column of smoke down, but the pillar of smoke went straight

up.

All these miracles took place in order for us to learn

an important lesson concerning our obligation vis-a-vis the

learning of Torah and the performance of the Mi£woth. From

this particular example, we learn how to overcome the Evil

Inclination (Ye£er Hara'). A person could argue that since he

is but flesh and blood and the Evil Inclination is fire, he is

powerless against it. ¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim, 'a"h, answers

as follows:

Wind is something very powerful and strong, (we see

the damage that tornadoes and hurricanes can do). Smoke,

on the other hand, is very thin, insignificant and is easily

blown away. Despite this, the wind was not able to disperse

the column of smoke, which stood like a pillar of steel. A

person must understand that it is nonsensical to say that he

cannot overcome his Ye£er Hara'. If he truly wants, he can

stand in front of his evil inclination like a pillar of steel.

Rabbenu the ¡id”a, 'a"h, adds that the reason why

the wind could not overcome the smoke is because it was

holy. If a person sanctifies himself with Torah and Mi£woth,

even if all the winds would blow, they would not be able to

move him (spiritually speaking).

(¡asdei Aboth 5:8. Kissei Rahamim, ibid)
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Tehillim on Shabu'oth

It is appropriate to read the entire book of Tehillim (Psalms) on Shabu'oth, because King David, 'a"h,

their author, died on this day. Because of this, when reading them on Shabu'oth, the Tehillim are accepted

easier than on other occasions.

Since it is a Yom ¤ob (holy day), however, all the requests that one ordinarily makes when reading the

Tehillim, which are said before and after the reading, those of forgiveness from sin and atonement, should be

omitted.

In addition, it is good to read chapters 28 and 29 in Dibrei Hayyamim (Chronicles) on the first day of

Shabu'oth, because these chapters speak about matters that took place on that day.

(See Kaf Ha¥ayyim 494 Oth 34)



Why Do Utensils Require Immersion?

From where do we know that utensils that are used for the preparation of food (that were made by a

non-Jew), require immersion in a Miqweh?

It says in the Torah (Ma¿¿oth 31, 23) Kol Dabar Asher Yabo BaEsh Ta'abiru BaEsh We¿aher (any item that

comes into contact with fire has to be passed through fire to purify it). The way a vessel is used to prepare the

food, that is the way it must be made Kasher. This is the basic concept of making a vessel Kasher (Kosher).

The Pasuq (verse), however, also adds the following. Akh Bemei Niddah Yith-¥a¿ah (but it must be made

pure by the waters of a Niddah). This comes to tell us that in addition to a vessel being Kasher, it requires a

further level of purification. From this we understand, that in order to purify a vessel, it has to be placed in a

Miqweh that is suitable for women (which has more stringent requirements than one for men) or in a spring.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Beh, Parashath Ma¿¿oth, introduction)



Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe 'a"h

The Torah as a Guide to Being a Better Parent, Part 1

From the holy Torah, which was given to us at Har Sinai, our Rabbis of blessed memory derived a

meaningful lesson in parenting. They derived it, of course, from the story of Ya'aqob Abinu (Jacob), 'a"h, and his

sons. The clear message is that a parent should never treat any of his children differently by singling him or her out,

or by favoring one of them.

As we all know, Ya'aqob Abinu, 'a"h, loved his son Yoseph (Joseph) more than all his sons and made for

him a garment of fine wool (Kethoneth Passim). As a result, his brothers saw that he (Joseph) was loved the most of

all his brothers and so they hated him . (Bereshith 37:4). The commentators bring different explanations as to why

Ya'aqob Abinu, 'a"h, favored Yoseph. Apart from the fact that he was the son of his old age, they suggest that he

valued his extraordinary wisdom and exceptional and refined character.

It is natural for a parent to favor one of his or her children over the other for multiple reasons. A child may

have superior inner qualities, a better disposition, or may be more intelligent than his or her siblings. We may even

feel more connected to a child who resembles us, either in their physical appearance or personality. Some may feel

more attached to a child who is blessed with more physical beauty. It is quite understandable.

(To be continued)
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